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On every comer, in every street, 
а quiet revolution draws the gener- 
ations of a new age into a spellbinding 
challenge against that icon of modern 
living... the computer. 


If only the driving forces behind 
this revolution in entertainment could 
recognise with the зате fervent enthu- 
siasm the needs and desires of their 
devoted public. 


However, amongst those pioneers 
of computer games software stands 
one company, alone, a shining colossus 
in the art of computer entertainment. 
There is no other company that has 
displayed such enthusiasm, no other 
company that can demonstrate an 
unequalled track record and no other 
company that has recorded so many 
milestones in technical innovation, 
sophistication and breadth of product 
interest. From arcade action, through 
graphic adventure to strategic simulation 
there is only one company that has 
taken of the best to ensure the user 
enjovs nothing but the best. 


In a world in which so much is 
disquised behind darkness and 
mystique, there is one company that 
has been proud to set the standards 
bv which others must be judged — 
that standard is gold US Gold 
it's what vour computer has been 
waiting to discover. 
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‘Screentest now has three new sec- Ga 
tions: for computer, console, and CD deri 
software. If it's hof, it's here. 

ASSAULT CITY 5еда............ М 
ASTRO MARINE CORPS Dinamic.. the A 
BATTLE OUTRUN Sega .... siv 





BATTLE TANK Minerva 
BEAST TWO Psygnosis 
CHASE НО PC Engine... 
FLIMBO QUEST System 3. 
GOLFMANIA Sega... 
INTERNATIONAL TENNIS. 
PC Engine... 
INTERNATIONAL 30 TENNIS 
Loriciels/US Gold. 

ITALY 1990 US Gold. 

KICK OFF 2 Anco. 
MADDINGLY HALL Minerva. 
NINJA TURTLES Ultra 



















АС GRAND PRIX Sega... 
RESOLUTION 101 Milenium 
REVOLUTION Britannica Software. 
ROTOX US Gold. 

SIM CITY TERRAIN EDITOR 
Infogrames 

SLAP SHOT Sega 

THEME PARK MYSTERY Mirrorsoft 
TIME SOLDIER Electrocoin 
TTRACON/RAPCON Mindscape 
‘TREBLE CHAMPIONS MCS. 
UNREAL Ubisoft. 7 

WIPE OUT Gonzo Games 

WORLD CUP FOOTBALL Virgin 
LATEST CONVERSIONS. 





DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE! 


WE HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO ВЕ SELF EVIDENT... 
«That all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Gameplay, Challenge, and the Pursuit of High Scores; that to secure these Rights, Software Houses are instituted amongst Men, 
deriving their just powers from the Hardware they Program on; that whenever any Form of Software becomes destructive of these 
ends, it із the Right of the People to go out and buy something else, 

Ме. therefore, the Representatives of the UNITED GAMESPLAYERS OF GREAT BRITAIN, in General Congress, Assembled, do, in 
the Name and by Authority of the High Scorers of this Land, solemnly Publish this issue of ACE Magazine, complete with its exclu- 
sive coverage of Ninja Turtles, Kick Off 2, and the Commodore CD-TV in the hope that it will show the World that we Gamesplay- 
ers mean business, and that the time has come for the World to recognise that Electronic Entertainment is the Law, AND THE 
LAW SHALL PREVAIL! 

Signed, Jess Blaster, gamesplayer, Minton McGhoul, programmer, Darville Snork, hacker 

(One abstention: Sqx Thripw, alien) 

PS: V you really want to declare Independence, check out the review of Revolution on page 51. 
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news 


Have You Won the Fujitsu 
FM Towns Computer? 


At last, the moment you've 
all been waiting for - the 
announcement of the lucky 
person who has won the 
exclusive ACE Митогзо РМ 
Towns postcard competition 
from issue 31. Thanks for 
your huge response, it was 
overwhelming 

The peeps at Mirrorsott 
were зо pleased with your 
response that they ve decid 
ed to generously donate 
£550worth of runner-up 
prizes, That's 10 copies of 
Gravity and 10 copie 
Triad. The 930 ACE-rated 
Gravity from imagework 
“а must ог anybody who 
ке an involved game which 
exercises the old grey 
matter”. Its available now on 
ST and Amiga for £24.99dk 
with а PC version due in the 
autumn, Triad is а topvalue 
£29,99dk compilation 
package of Rocket Ranger 
(Cinemawarel, Speedball 
(Imageworks) and Blood 
Money (Psygnasis) for Amiga and ST 

Here are the runner-up winners: JIMMY TURNER (Manchester), RAYMOND BAKKER 
(Holland), PAUL WINTLE (Canvey Island), B. HAGGARTY (South Humberside), D.LLEWELLYN 
(Kirkcaldy), PAUL GREEN (Bristol), MARK BELLABY (Tyne & Wear), EMILE CHASSEAUD 
(Lewes), GHULAM MUSTAFA (Dubai), DUNCAN WEBB (Hungerford), HEUNG WING CHEUNG 
(Cornwall), P.WALL (Gloucester), GLENN STAWFORD (Salisbury), RICHARD HEASMAN 
Buntingford) KEITH DUKE (Eastbourne), SADEQ BO-OLAYAN (Kuwait), JOHN SHEARING 
(Godstonel, FMcCOURT (Bellshill, PAUL BRISTOW (Oxford) and D.RANCE (Hatfield 

Congratulations IAN DAVIES of Hereford, you've just won a Fujitsu FM Towns 32-bit CD- 
ROM computer worth over £1500! Sorry if you didn't win anything this ti 
always the next ACE competition 


Computer Games 
Hit the Movies 


Did you see the recent Wim Wenders season on Channe! Four? The German film 
latest project is а movie based around an advanced computer game. 

Until the End of the World is set in the beginning of the 21st century. Com; 
generated images, designed by Sean Naughton of И be used for a 
dream sequence that recurs throughout the fim. The movie also features a nightclub 
scene with a pop promo of David Byrne of Talking Heads. The novel aspect of this is the 
spesh effects people have used computers to make Byrne app 

Japan's NHK is producing all the HDTV (High Definition Televi 
at its prototype effects suite in Tokyo. Until the End of the World is coming 
multiplexed screen near you next 
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A snatch of shelton from Coldcut Re the Pressure rideo 


The Music of 
the Moment 


Some Like It Cold, the latest LP from Coldcut in 
Conjunction with Hardwire, is cyberfunk in effect, An 
invitation to take a sidestep into the future. 

Coldcut’s Matt Black and Jonathon More were the first 
UK DJ's to make a cutup record back іп'87 — the start of 
the sampling revolution, Since then, they ve worked with 
Lisa Stansfield, Yazz and James Brown. 

їп 89 Coldcut met computer freaks Miles Visman and 
Robert Pepperell and formed Hardwire, a graphics house 
dedicated to proving that the Amiga, Macintosh and 
Archimedes micro's are the next logical step in video 
tech. 

Another first came with Coldcut's Christmas Break, the 
first music video created entirely on micros, 

Hardwire's latest project are longform videos for all 
trax on Сойдси(5 Some Like It Cold LP, to be released оп 
VHS and CDV, They mix live action’ from artists like 
Queen Latifah against 30 model animations, backgrounds 
generated using chaos theory, grabbed and processed 
pictures, and computer artwork 

Coldcut produce the bassheavy dance beats, Hardwire 
produce the crazed cyberscratch visuals. 


ACE News 
Service goes 
Interactive 











л огніпе fully interactive 
ding shor 


ACE inter. 
onal from Tuesd 
ring із 0898 555563. Calls с 
г minute off peak. The 
y Tuesday at midday. Give us a 


Dial 0898 555563 
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Dear ACE, 


Why do you keep on covering CD technology? 


saz HERE'S WHY! 


was rumoured to 

be only days = 
away. After 

months of denial 

by Commodore, 

ACE secured 

exclusive details 

from the States - 

with the proviso 

that there may be 
minor alterations 

to the specif- 

ication prior to 
launch. Here's the 

full story.. 





The Commodore COTY Note that this photograph a af а pre production model - ere may be minor 
Pertations in the appearance ofthe final verum 


ts called the CDTV- that you can store tons of 
| and the name is graphics and sound data, 
Important. This isn't just an but the disadvantage is that 
‘Amiga with a CDROM, this уои can't pull all the data off 
isa whole new ball game. the disk at once. In 

First, Commodore intend — particular, you can't pull 

this to be the machine that ^ sound and graphics data 
blasts computer simultaneously, so you're 
entertainment into every | | unable to implement what is 
home. Even the Dickenson. — often referred to as ‘taking 
Smythes are going to find it head technology. TT means 
difficult to resist this one, being able to animate a 
however snotty they may computer graphic and pull 
have been about their next- — accompanying sound off the 
door neighbour's addiction | disk at the same time. 
to Xenon Il. Not only does 
the unit play all their music. 
CD's (it has music CD 
routines built into ROM so 
you can do all the clever 
things that expensive, 
intelligent CD players can), 
but it wil also offer access 


storage devices (mainly 
attached to PC's and PC 
Engines). The advantage is 
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The СОТУ has ful taking 
head capability. That means. 
you can add a whole new 
dimension of sound to 
existing Amiga titles, and 
develop new ones that really 
make use of the CD quality 
stereo the system offers. 
You can also map Amiga 
generated sound over CD 
stereo tracks. And since you 
have the equivalent of 700 
Amiga disks on а single CD 
(which costs less to 
produce than two floppies) 


you've got a lot of space for 
sound and graphics. 

The problem of puling 
data off the disk also. 
effects another potential 
use of CD. Since your CD 
has the storage capacity to 
hold video images, it would 
be rice to present realiife 
video (or animation) footage. 
within games - like the old 
Dragon's Layer laser disk 
games, for example, or a 
film license with actual 
sequences from the movie. 


THE COMMODORE 


to a library of software quite 
unlike anything seen before 
on a home computer. Check 
out the software panel 
elsewhere on this page. 
Second, the technology = 
of the unit goes beyond а 
simple Amiga with CD-ROM 
attached. So far, СОЯОМ5 
have simply been mass 





Unfortunately this means 
pulling even more data off 
the disk than it does to 
reproduce sound. 

Commodore are making. 
the extraordinary claim that 
they will be producing a Full 
Motion Video (FMV) adapter 
for the CD-TV. This upgrade 
will be possible because of 
the ‘open architecture’ 
design of the CD-TV which 
positively encourages 
upgrades and third party 
addons to be connected to 
the unit 

If this FMV adapter does 
‘materialise, then the СОЛУ 
will offer a complete home 
entertainment system for 
playing music CD's, videos, 
and computer entertainment 
tiles that combine stereo 
sound and FMV. Add the 
existing colour graphic and 
sound capabilities of the 
‘Amiga and you really do 
have the entertainment 
machine of the future, And 
that’s what ACE has been 
‘campaigning for for the last 
twelve months. At last, it 
seems, the machine has. 
arrived that could serve as а 
platform for truly Advanced 
Computer Entertainment. 


AMIGA OWNERS 
UPGRADE 


Yes, existing Amiga. 
owners will be able to 
upgrade to full CD-TV 
capability later this year. | 
Commodore plan to. | 
produce а small unit that | 
will connect onto your 
Amiga (512K or 1Meg) 

as soon as possible. 

"Those Amiga owners are 
very, very important to 

us,’ said Gail Wellington 

‘of Commodore, ‘and we 
aren't going to let them 
down.” 
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Everything's here to produce the games machine you've always dreamed of. Two player IR 
interface, overlaid CD sound and Amiga sound, IR remote controls, the existing Amiga 
graphics capabiity, MIDI for blasting synth accompaniment, high score RAM cards, and the | 
promise of ful motion video in the future. Wow! 

So what's going to hit the shelves in the near future? 

The answer, predictably, is nothing ike as much as you'd ike, ACE has uncovered a 
large ring of UK software companies who are producing software for ће СОТУ, but none of 
them (except Virgin) were prepared to discuss ther plans with us since this article was 
prepared before the official launch of the machine. However, we can make some frm. 
predictions. 

First, there are the tiles Commodore have organised for the machine's launch. These 
include products from Rand McNally (an interactive atlas), Lucasfim (what's the betting i 
be a version of Loom with enhanced aud), Virgin Interactive (North Polar Expedition) and 
even some СОТУ versions of the famous Beatrix Potter stories for younger (or young at 
heart players. 

There's a superb foreign language dis as wel, where you can chch on words and hear. 
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Т them spen n French, or Spanish, or whatever, And of course ће СО means proper 
ja Ful human speech none ol is synthesised nbi му more, One application - the Famy 
footer Heath Aaser - even diagnoses common (этиу desses, Ала Jack Nilaus wel wil be 
к We you practical tps ong элё shots of i playing h the СОТУ version of Jack 
ise of ne би. 

в "n fct, most Brtish and Апека software houses have expressed an interest in 
a producing software for te machine, png 1a grester dere of support бап any ober 


‘computer has had at launch to date. That in itself must be encouraging. 

Naturally, many softco's wil be producing enhanced versions of existing games and the — | 
two player IR interface bodes very wel for the latest trend towards multiplayer | 
өтелмеген 

New software design techniques are also promised, as programmers produce scenarios 
with variable difficulty levels for each player character, allowing, for example, better 
кәтемег to compete on equal terms with her younger relatives. We're looking forward 
to a whole new category of famiy games, said Commodore's Gal Welington, where 
people can play together and the level of су suits EVERY player, yet ай are involved in 





| 
М ў the same scenario. This is very much a home information or entertainment device. | 
a | "n fact, t codd be the fnal realisation of he Amiga dream = persistently marketed since | 
he | birth as а business machine, against ай the instincts and desires of us gamesters, the СО. 
E | TV could gue t a porous games rebirth. 


he 





640-256 поп interlaced 16 colours 
320512 interlaced 32 colours 


Price: UK price rot yet certain 
‘but US price under $1000 ust 





ай 














| 
CD-TV TO AMIGA | 


‘over £500). 
UK Launch Date: Not yet fined, 
but the September CES show m 
London seems a possibilty. Should defintely be before Christmas. 
System Overview: An interactwe consumer product cosmetcaly 
Tesembing a VCR. mended for the home enveonment. Easy to use ма 
infrared remote device and based on Amiga technology. Consists of a 
СОДОМ drive with CD-Audo capability, real tme clock, and remote 
controller. I can be easly connected toa TV or manitor and stereo 
system. в targeted at te и or audo entertarment enthusiast 
Objective: To gve easy access to united educations, 
Informational, and entertanment onented potentai usng the 
ттийхтефа features of graphics and sound. 
Major functions: 
ө Playing Amiga CD ROM software which can etegrate varous 





640512 interlaced 16 colours 
Video dsolay 512 ines, 50Hz. 6 biplanes, B sprites per scanine 
Ports: Centronics, #5232. external Порсу disk, controllers, МО! out, 
stereo 

headphones, personal RAM card ог status storage lup to 64K) 
CD-ROM SPECS: 

Sony/Phios type CDROM 

Data readout 153171 Kt/second (2Mbytes/second in burst model. 
Average access time 05 secs 

Data capacity: 540 Moyles 

Capable of sound mapping Aga generated sound aver CD sound 
(ом THE CARDS. 

The СОТУ also features a plugin smart card capability, allowing the 
user to store high scores and other information on RAMcard. This 
could also be used to program your favourite aude СОЗ (which tracks 


uates of әкі to play на. 
o UPGRADE | Siae co auty suso wrae ssi graons cosc | істе: 
ү | praying standard heh вену Сью deis The СОТУ comes wih a specia raed controler featuring 10 
year. Although the CD-TV | € Can be expanded о an Amiga computer dncton keys pus shit hey to ойе 20 options in total There в a 
comes without a | € CO má out to drive other music devices  consletype contral pad эла мо select keys, The unit also otters CO 
that keyboard, you can | СРО details: пита соону based on екі Amga design wh Зи controis - reverse, forward, play/pause, headphone volue, and 
: || atonal custom chips for handing бе CDROM terface and гіз. Slo keys. И case of disaster, there's even a complete reset chon, | 
" upgrade it easily by | red conto Optional accessories wil include: 
8) adding a unit due for | Memory: 1 Mbyte RAM, 2K aoa RAM for system flock © ocoy dk extemal оле | 
launch later this year | preferences ес) 512K ROM including во CD routines. узом 
sare that will give the machine | Internal slots: едем video siot lor optional genlock etc) 15 ра @ RAWROM cards | 
to full Amiga capability. You | Bdge conector ОМА siot for networking et bad 
54 сап word process in the | Videa outputs: Майор RGB, Digtal RGB, Composte wdea (© Keyboard В interface with rack bal 
component vdeo ҮС, RF modulated, орол genock сараыйез Keyboard 
we morning and explore the | Graphics display: © Teo player R interlace 
m North Pole in the evening | 3201250 nonteriaced 32 cours Mode 


all on the same machine. | 
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Sprites at 
the Speed jz 


icture your world at the speed of light. Ein 
stein predicted it in his special theory of 
relativity back in 1905. But no one has 
ever seen how objects would look travel 
ling at 99% of the speed of light. Until 
now. Reaching beyond the range of human 

imagination, three researchers from Camegie Mellon Н 

University іп the States have developed ап algorithm finds out why. 

enabling them to generate graphical simulations of 

objects seen at these incredible speeds 





Games will soon us 





Einstein's special theory of 


relativity, Rik Haynes 





Lattice moves towards camera at 09е, © 1989 Hsiung 


Ping Kang Hsiung and Robert HP Dunn, working in 
the Imaging Systems Laboratory of the Robotics Insti 
tute, visualise the effect described by Einstein by 
incorporating the finite speed of light and the fourth 
dimension, бте, into raytraced graphics 
“We've developed an innovative raytracing algo 
rithm to describe Relativistic Effects in SpaceTime 
(REST). Our algorithm, called REST4rame, simulates a 
generalised world in Spacetime and gives the fine 
details implicit in the Special Theory of Relativity that 
PM АННИ tav not yet been made apparent. These novel smula 
"перет нр Dunn and Ping ang Нә tions disclose the nonintuitive realm of Special Relative 
жасыны ыч ty and, by visualisation means, advance beyond the 
findings of past revelations concerning relativistic 
effects,” say Hsiung and Dunn 
But what has this got to do with games? Possibly 
everything. REST-frame could revolutionise the visuals 
“The most beautiful in ideo games. Imagine it. Sprites bending back into 
блар themselves, transforming into amazing geometric 
thing we can experi- shapes not yet seen by the human eye. Playing Star- 
ence is the mysteri- gider Iwil never be the same again 
ous” Major Japanese console and соктор manufactures 
Amer Einstein, are clamouring to claim the REST-rame code. Ameri 
сап and European entertainment companies arent 
standing stil either. And it doesn't stop there. Movie 
moguls want RESTframe to enliven the special effects 
in their films. Carnegie Mellon University has already 
copyrighted the code, and has patents pending on the 
Lattice moves towards comers і mathematical formulas. After al, there's по REST. 
1230.30, © 1989 Hsiung frame for the wicked. Or is there? 
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луне! 


Fact: UP AND AWAY is the debut game Кот “Our planet is hurt. FALCON MISSION 














a new software development team, Badly hurt. At a peen miepes 
Expanding Minds. More facts: Split-screen Srat Deco Range жазык 
display, platform parallax scrolling, over 20 es Б "en ha? Seeking Missiles. 
individual interactive programmed SM dede " intercept Missions. 
h 5 ees sei Unfriendlies capable of 

characters. Yet more facts: Up and Away will ^ Earth possible. Our 
P Я launching two separate 
be published on the Imageworks label this world is being attacks on your 
autumn for ST and stripped bare and territory using up to 
Amiga. Can you chocked by pollution. five aircraft. 

9 У у 





handle another fact? Тһе balance of nature — Interdiction € жы 
: attack missions. 
In America, 84% of | Раз been upset. We all perse 


organ transplants are sere ey, published this summer. 
successful in r what is 





prolonging life Паркани 

A recent EA News Sensation, better known as а Press 

Release elsewhere in the biz, stated: “FLOOD, an one of the world's 

original game from Bullfrog, the developers of largest food 

Populous”. There was more. “Despite the manufacturers. Its 

phenomenal success of Populous, Bullfrog feels that brand names include 
certain games players were left out due to the game's sophistication. It is their Maxwell House, Cafe 
current intention to produce games appealing to all markets. Flood has been Hag, Master Blend, 
designed with the younger player in mind, this is reflected in the humour and overall Birds, Dairylea, Vitalite 








feel of the game.” It ended, "Flood relates the sad story of Quiffy, a slightly and Philadelphi; 
overweight wee green Blobbie, the last of his race. Flood is a true 16-bit 
platform дате. 
Three youths who spray-painted ‘Hitler is Back’ on their New York school wall 
were sentenced to study the holocaust for a school test. John Carey, a 
Westchester County Judge told them, “I don't wish to punish any of you. І 
wish to educate you”. 


Soul.it-eerie brother, is there still a part of 
you that wants to live. Soul-it-eerie sister, is 
there still a part of you that wants to give. 
Check out Adamski's brilliant Killer 
soundtrack. Check out Jason Kingsley's 
computer graphics in the Killer video. Check 
out Kingsley's new-age game, MURDER, for 
US Gold in the autumn. 





The Sales Curve has created a 
Storm. A new entertainment 
= software label. The first gam 
SAINT DRAGON. Horizontally- 
scrolling shoot'em-up coin-op 
from Jaleco. Rescue an imprisoned 
giant dragon. Other games to be 
released. SWIV, ROD-LAND, BIG 
RUN. 





The title. PROPHECY І - THE VIKING CHILD. 
The company. Electronic Zoo. The game. 
Platform. The features. “Full colour 
beautifully animated backdrops, 16 
different levels, 9 end of level challenges, 
different shops and shopkeepers, secret 
bonuses, 22 original pieces of music, 24 
sound FX, detailed 16 colour animated 
surround, 48 colour map screen to chart 
progress, impressive introduction and end 
sequence, a three disk product.” The end. 


Last month 37% of the American 
TV audience watched the 39-year- 
old pilot episode of I Love Lucy. 
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ITY... 
EVERY "DINAMIC" GAME GIVES YOU... 


METAL ACTION Ж 
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letters 





E| owned either a Spectrum, C64 
CPC464, the arcade games that were 

being converted were relatively easy 
to convert. These games like Mike, 

) Hyper Sports, were арап both simple 
ideas, but so annoyingly addictive, 
Today, programmers try to convert 
Afterburner, Hard Drivin’ which just 


can't be done. As for the films, they 
never convert well to a computer 

















Just as we this letter Im going to write what ту reason why the large software houses | mainly due to the poor story lines. 
H research found out and to also voice won't reduce the price of games is The third reason why licensing is 
introduce our new у own opinions on the twee this. It is nearly always the large kiling the industry lies with the 
CD Screentest subjects. software houses who write the programmer. Al the big software 

а Software Licensing - Good or licenses and to quote Gary Вгасеу of — houses have their own in-house 
section, along Bad? The results | got showed а Ocean, “The disadvantages of programmers. These people do 


massive NO to software licensing. Of software licensing are the huge costs — nothing all day but sit at a screen and 


comes someone 















Ж all the people interviewed, only just Who has to pay the cost of ram a computer, These people 

who thinks CD is over 17% said that they actually se? The end purchaser. have been with the software 
found a licensed game was more scond reason why the or some length of time mus 

Үш: V a licensed g d n f length ol ti 1 





enjoyable and had more lasting licenses are kiling the industry is be so short on inspiration, it is hardly 
appeal than an original game. The because the technology in the surprisingly that they often produce 


pubic felt that they could never rely oo far advanced for such rubbish. Of course, | am not 


DIY SURVEY si sicence to be playable or even en the most powerful home saying al the house teams are bad. A 
































1 was very interested to read in ACE, мей programmed. Nearly everyone -omputer. Everyone wants to produce lot of the newer ones - Sales Curve, 
the ACE Debate and the three phone. — asked said that they felt on the whole the latest arcade hit but just how can Assembly Line — are very very good. 
in questions. | think it is а great dea ай original games are wel you put the contents of an average However, the future of good games 
to put an item lke this into the programmed and well thought ол. arcade machine with 68000 and 280 Ве with todays young programmers 
magazine each month. At the CES Му personal opinion is very much processors, dedicated graphics chip, — who are growing up with 16bit 

show in September, MPH will be п ine with the majority of the public. | dedicated sound chips and with a machines and using 16-bit techniques 
launching its own software title. feel that the licenses are actually several megabytes into a 45 opposed to the old &bit ideas and 
However, before we decided to kiling the industry. A massive 96% of bit computer with 1/2meg of techniques, They have got 
launch the bile, | had to spend a long all people interviewed actually want memory. It just can't be done. Three enthusiasm, drive and most important 
time researching the market and in | the price of software to go down. The four years ago when everyone | ої al, new ideas. 


Golden Oldies. In the survey, 
about 65% of the public want 


conversions of the oldies if they are 

released at a budget price. Most 16 
( • bit owners have upgraded to а 16bit 

machine from their ВЫ and say, "is 


there a game like Jet Set Wily” The 




















Hang been reading your magazine since t was frst pubished, | can honesty answer is unfortunately по. Games 

say that е aly al round has gone доні today are often just oo complicated 
Bice EAP have taken you over, poprapical errors have crept to be realy playable 

sentences missed out and generaly annoying mistakes have been seen ә: тар, му opinion is that we need the 

fud. Мої you do have more features = а good hag to some entent идеп odes to compete against he 

tnd other new stuf, fel the general quality of wring has diminished о ро, Келн. То quote Gary Bracey agai, 

somewhat | now that the writers you have on ACE are excelent -I particularly There is better impulse buying wih 

её o iy Eugene Lacey's input moter magazine: кетей games" What would you buy 
What mays те most about ACE now в that по sooner have we bought an if you were in a shop and saw Jet 

Aia, ST: PC, Sega, Nitendo, PC Engne et al, youre bombarding us wt зі Pack or £4.99 or Tin Tin on he 

ths forman about FM Towns and COL The Towns [m по bothered about t Moon for £19.99? There can be 

Is your job el us whats new anyway, but this СОА, DVI, ete 8 realy geting many Spectrum owners who have 

30 my wick. You've been going on about t пон for the past year, # not more rever played Jet Pack. Even i the 

andit becoming a bore The whole charade of СО has been farcical since Phiips announced Compact Dise eons | converse par, you have oriy lost 

Mo. Can we please give a rest and, instead of threatening us wih machines wel most Wel pever have. devote i 2 opposed 10 £20 wc means 


Josertohand matters. that a lot more people wouid be 
коле games or serous Which мапе to take a chance and buy the 


more бте and space to mon 
| would personally like to see more ‘progress reports’ on upandc 














think Would serve a much better service to the reader than stening to ACE “rave on’ ab SIG game. It cant take much for a good 

the British computerusing population has never seer young programmer to produce an 
Dorit take this letter as a putdown, | enjoy ACE immensely but rectifying these few points would, 1 think, serve | exact Copy of an Bt game - 

to improve this enjoyment. PS M to all Cretters, Strawberry Head and The Camel especialy Spectrum games - and 

DAVID CASSIDY, aka Zoggo on Compunet, West Midlands then jazz it up – as in the case of 


піс Miner — and put them on the 









* While we love to hear praise, we also love to hear constructive criticism. Prod 





problems are a menace on 
























any magazine and the EMAP purchase involved a tremendous amount of administrative work which meant less bme | some och tor о budget prce The 
to sort out things like typographical errors. However, we think the magazine is now better than ever before - way, everyove із getting з good dea! 
Witness ths issue with its world exclusives on CD-TV, Ninja Turtles, and much more, And we are now taking on more | 17% overa software house, although 
staff to allow us to pack even more between the covers. We're searching for 2 talented Staff Writer to join us оп theyre unlikely to be with us nu the 
ACE. Are you interested? See the advert elsewhere in the Pink Pag. end purchaser would both be happy 
Our brief on ACE Is simple. We are here to develop a platform of expertise and information on the technologies wt > stustion ike this, 

that wil - whether you like it or not = dominate gamesplaying over the next ten years. No other magazine covers as Too many games get false. 
Wide a variety ol informative games topics as ACE does. No other magazine provides the definitive games refer reviews. Most magazines only review 
material that ACE does. That's not a promise, that’s a fact. Мете just as happy to cover а CD} file as а classic | the graphics ond sound in a game, 








jompuiter | and judge the game upon them - 
ugh thankfully you don't. This 
can't be done. Nearly all good old 8- 


Spectrum game or console title. CD technology, however, will be рап W's Advanced 
Entertainment. Check out pages 82 if you don't believe us...And you get a prize for speaking your mind! 
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WHAT DID YOU THINK? 





bit games had simple graphics and 
basic sound but had superb 
playabilty. Todays biggest hits, Kick 
ОН and Populous have simple 
graphics - although the graphics in 
Populous are very good - but they 
both have bags of playability, This is 
the main ingredient needed for a 
good game. not the graphics ог 
sound. Too many people forget this. 
15 the SAM Coupe ACE? In my 
opinion the technology in the SAM is 
wasted. There is a lot that is good in 
the SAM but it really needed to be а 
16bit machine to compete with 
todays computers. | сап understand 
how the younger Spectrum owner 
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who wants an improved Spectrum will 
Бе over the moon, and for the. 
younger first time buyer it is the 
perfect thing, but for the older more 
mature person, it is wasted because 
itis limited by its Spectrum 
‘compatibility. While the processor is 
fast, its not got the power or speed 
of a 16bit processor. The most 
annoying thing about the SAM though, 
is that it has come too late. 16bit 
machines are well established now 
and there isn't the room in any market 
for an upgraded Spectrum. 

‘As you say in your magazine, the 
Coupe's in the terrible catch 22 
situation as й hasnt got the software 
that it needs to get the sales. If it had 
been released two years ago, while 
the 16bit machines were all £400, 
then at £250 with a disk drive, it 
would have got the software support 
that it needed and that would have. 
made it the perfect ACE machine, but 
alas, now its not to be. 

Finally, if there is anyone who has 
written an addictive game on the ST 
ог Amiga that they think is worthy to 
be released as a budget game or as. 
part of a compilation, then please get 
in touch with me. 

PHILIP HARMAN, MPH, 10. 
Chandlers Court, Eaton, Norwich 
NRA 6EY. 


FLAWLESS 
PLAYABILITY 


1 enjoy your magazine but that is not 
why ат writing. After first owning а 
Spectrum 48K, then a C64, | now find 
тузе! computeriess. | am somewhat 
having problems choosing а machine 
‘though | don't want to hear the my 
computer is better than yours’ 
debate. What | want to hear i, эв! 
опу want to play games, which 
machine is supported by the most 
playable and onginal software? 

The Spectrum was, to my mind, 
the machne with the most playable 
games. The technical abiity was not 
зо good, so programmers 
concentrated on the game and let's 
face it, when games are expensive as 
they are now, who wants to stare at 
fantastic graphs and isten to 
fabulous sound but do nothing else. 
The point ат making is that fm so 
sick of software companies using the 
technical merits of a machine and 
licenses to зе! inferior products. | am 
sick of the software companies force 
feeding us with a milion variations of 
the same game 

Anyway, after ‘upgrading’ to а 
C64, | was intially very impressed 
with its technical merits and 
performance, but | was very 
unimpressed with the nonexistence 
of gameplay, Regretting my upgrade" 
1 sold the machine shorty afterwards. 
and considered buying an Amiga unti 
my friend bought one. There is 
nothing wrong with the machine, in 
fact itis excellent, its just a pity 95% 


ofthe programs aren't and why 
shouldn't they be? | think most of us 
already know the answer. My advice 
to the unfortunate programmers 
earning а crust by producing. 
licenses, balteryhen fashion, is to go 
home, clear a space in your bedroom 
and thnk long and hard about what it 
was that got us all hooked in the first 
place. It was people ike you with the 
ability and ideas who wrote, often for 
long periods at а tme, the kind of 
classic games people enjoyed 
playing. e.g. Manic Miner, Abc Atac, 
and the kind о! classic games people 
wanted to buy, Don't worry too much 
about seling your games as | believe 
the magazine you are now reading wil 
review your game if you send them а 
сору, as that is their bread and 
butter. Good product sels itself and 
an inexpensive advert in the back of 
ACE magazine with recommendations 
from reviewers will go a long way to 
ensuring that you enjoy the fruits of 
your labours. Just take a leaf out of 
Jeff Mnter' book. 

Please dort recite sts of highly 
rated games | could try and how well 
these programs are faring in the. 
charts because, to me, we have all 
been brainwashed into appreciating 
the type of product which six years 
ago would have received poor 
reviews, but now stands out from the 
crowd as “жай product. 

Another mactine | considered 
buying was the Atari Lynx. Fabulous 
though its merits are, each game is 
priced at approximately £30. Sily 
me, | thought the high price of 
software was because of piracy, yet 
the Lynx cards are virtually pirate- 
proof, as are, | expect the cartridges 
forthe consoles. The hardware 
manufactures, it appears, are really 
ripping we consumers off. Whist | 
don't object to technological 
progress, it does seem a shame that 
after many people have begged, 
borrowed or stolen to buy the new 
"state oHheart hardware, the 
company suddenly announce a new 
and even better product. Computers 
arent ike а cheap pair of shoes, to 
be replaced every few weeks, and it 
is high time the manufacturers 
realised this. | even hear that, 251 
write, Atari have an upgraded Lynx, 
almast ready. Then why the hell didnt 
they release it instead of this one? 
Proft, perhaps. Wil software be ће 
Stock, Athen, Waterman singles of 
the eighties and hardware the Rap 
music of ће nineties? in short: here. 
today, gone tomorrow. 

Two friends of mine, who both 
‘owned Amiga's have after much 
expense arrived at the same 
conclusion as myself. We have in 
honesty decided to search through 
the local papers and pick up one of 
the many second hand Spectrum 48K 
‘computers to be had. The ones that 
ме don't buy, we wil certainly advise 
the owners not to let go at any cost 


because it is better the devil you 
know than the devil you dont. tis a 
shame that this is the case, when 
technology can promise so much, but 
with regard to most things in Ме, it is 
what you do with t that counts and 
Tm not necessariy talking about 
graphics and sound, speed plays 
probably the largest factor. To me, 
the ultimate computer would be the 
опе with the Great Graphics chip, the 
Fast Processor chip, the Superb 
Sounds chip and most of all the 
Flawless Playabilty chip. Though 
sadly, withthe exception of the 
Spectrum, ай new computers have 
disregarded the latter 

In conclusion, all want is to play 
enjoyable, original programs with 
good graphics and sound on а 
computer which | won't need to 
replace within a year and not be 
robbed by software manufacturers 
using piracy as an excuse for high 
prices. I know fm not alone in my 
feelings. 

|e! this letter wil do the whole 
industry а lot of good and le other 
disillusioned users know that they are 
not alone 
ANDREW HIRST, WEST 
YORKSHIRE | 
= There are good and bad games [ог | 
‘every machine, that's why there's 
ACE — keeping you informed of the 
good and warned of the bad. | 


ЗАМ СОЏРЕ 
COMPATIBLE 


Now that the MGT SAM Coupe is out, 
| would like to say that it is а brillant 
machine. It has superior sound 
capabilities to any ВЫ! computer or 
the Atari ST and breathtaking 
graphics - close to a 16bits 
capabilties and a very fast BASIC 

The crunch comes when buying 
new software - there is по way for 
the buyer to discover whether а 
program wil work on the Coupe using 
the Emulator, or if youre lucky (Же 
те) have access to the Spectrum's 
48K ROM. 

The solution is simple. Software | 
houses ensure that any new games 
willbe written so that it wil work on 
the Spectrum and the Coupe and put 
‘on a label something ike "SAM Coupe. 
Compatible", and also test their old 
games and put on similar stickers if 
they work on the SAM. Only then can e 
we confused Coupe users find out 
whether to buy it. 

Tm pleased that some companies. 
are taking an interest in the SAM 
Coupe but I hope they will soon start 
including Coupe specific games in 
their range, then it will realy take off. 

Finally, MGT have put а lot of hard 
work into the machine and they 
deserve to succeed 

PETER J HUTCHISON, Halifax 

* SAM Stickers, sounds lke а great 
idea. Over to you, softcos, 
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Licensed by OLIVETTI official supplier ITALIA “ 
Available from W.H. Smith, Menzies, Boots, Woolworths and all leading software retailers. 
(Р) 1990 VIRGIN MASTERTRONIC, 2-4 Vernon Yard, 119 Portobello Road, London W11 2DX. 
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lines. The finished model is а list 
or two other things that you might want to sneak in 





is only tux 














Painters Algorithm ensures that your graphi 
paints polygons at the back ef your picture befe 
things at the front. If you get this wrong, things look 
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FIGHTER 


edo 
‘abo 
‘all the objects | 
ч ctor Displa ge ој vectors ік 
all 3D 
puter graphice ts пої drawing what is there, it's not 














screen and partially aff screen must be Clipped against 





is а very difficult issue - а 
again 





а rectangular screen and 
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projected 
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1 by Argonaut Software and Rainbird. 1/ you paint sotid-colour 
polygons on the screen instead of Just wireframes you get a Solid ҮШ dis 
play, This should never be called a filled vector display - the term Шей vec 
Tors’ was coined by a person who thought that solid fil displays were made 
by filling in the gaps in a wireframe display Ике paint by numbers. This 
never happens, WIth 3D graphics you have to do things as fast as possible. 
You don’t have time to waste. The job of the programmer is to avoid every sin 
gle unnecessary routine and speedup every vital one. Stuff that's aff the 
ge of the TV screen isn't really worth drawing and so should be forgotten 














ACE. 
Archipelagos by Astral Software and 
Logotron Entertainment. There are 
three issues which are very impor. 
tant to creating animated 3D graph 
ics on a micro. Speed, speed and 
more speed. The pictures must be 


"updated very rapidly to convey а 
dramatic sense of speed and move 


“You're trying to suggest | ment. То get perfectly smooth ani 
form in the cheapest way 
possible. 


mation you have to generate 25 pic 
not be really achieved on the present 
generation af micros. A typical ST or 
plexity scene at 4 to 10 frames per 
second. A fast PC can do a little bet 
ter. This is the limit tll we get bet 
ter hardware - dedicated math and 
polygon chips. Achieving even poor 
frame rates on the current 16bit 





‘micros requires а large program 
ming effort and inevitably means 
programming in assembly lang 
Sadly, the immense effort in pro 
ing an effective working 30 graphics 
games issues such as depth, inter 
tively and playability are neglected 
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Shape Info 


Shape Designer by Glyn Williams, 
ously working out all his 3D models 
hend - Glyn Williams has written a 
Shape Designer program for his next 
game, Fokker forking titie). Starting out with Airfix 
kits and technical plans for World War One biplanes, 
Williams number crunches their shape and form into 3D 
model data using the Shape Designers intuitive lan 
guage. Williams explains, “You try to produce a compro 
mise between something that looks like the shape you're 
‘after, but is аз simple as possible. A sort of impressionis. 
Че thing. You do a simplified form with all the key 
points which kind of makes a skeleton of the shape. Its 
fil trial and error, Instead of keeping ome detailed 
model, Tee also a far lese detailed one to give the 
impression of the shape in the distance. It's like the spe 
clal effects їл the Star Wars movies - they had five Millen 
nium Falcon models, each with different levels of detail. 
depending on what kind of shot they wanted. It would be 
inappropriate to use the most complex model in the dis 








Warhead by Glyn Williams ала Activi 
30 solid ЛИ graphics with 20 sprit 

images. This explosion from War 
Read іш а 2D piece of handpainted 
predroum artwork used to give bet 











Ter effect than a blast of 3D vector 





+ Do you want to find out more about 
three dimensional graphics? Here are a 
ten recommended reads Fundamentais 
о! Interactive Computer Graphis by 
Foley and Van Dam (Addison Wesley. » 
Principles of Interactive Computer 
Graphic by Newman and Sproul! 
(McGraw Hil and Microcomputer Di 
plays Graphics and Animation by Bruce 
Artic - author of Fight Simulator 
(Prentice Hal 

+ Hf you have any 30 queries write то: 
The Third Dimension. ACE, EMAP Images 
Priory Court, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, Lon- 
don ECIR ЗАМ. Ана, if you've pro 
grammed э 30 demo, send ft to us. You 
may see it covered in a future sue! 








ОМ THE зо HORIZON 


+ NMOS Fight Simulator written by NMOS application eng 
neers Pil Atkin and Steve Ghee. A simultaneous four player 
lator knocking out at 23 frames per second, Uses 11 





pom 
мопед Tramsputen per person. See ACE 7. 
* Microprose F- Strike Eagle Принт coin-op. 30 frames and 
60000 polygons per second. 256 on creen colour. 68000 linked 
up to custom designed siicon. Created by Gene Lipkin, со 


founder of Atari, now working at Data East. See ACE 32. 





+ Battletech Centre environmental game simulator from ESP 
Corp. Displays 200 30 pre drawn object in real-time using a 
masimum of 64000 on screen colours from a palette of 16 mit 
lion. 40Mhz 34010 graphics processor. 20 channels of spatial 
audio using sampled or FM synthesised sounds. See ACE 28. 


Any irregular shape, form or distribution retains в regularity 
at any magnification. Fractal geometry was invented by Benoit 
Mandiebrot, Professor at New Yorks Yale University. “You can 
ше ту geometry to create shapes that are perfectly repeatable, 
«controllable and have measurable properties which are at the 
same time are indistinguishable to a large extent from the. 











messiness of the world, s brought the idea of perfection down. 
to Earth." says Mandlebrot Fractal graphics а 
simulator, stock market analysts and movie special effects 


Special thanks to Glyn Williams for all his help and time 





used in military 








Fokker молла title by Glyn Williams of Motion Petar Hause. лення 


Virtual 
Realities 


What kind of 3D games will 











kids can have more intense 





bly going to be like freeba: 
author of Neurom 
and Mona Lisa Overdrive суб 





Rik Hayr 





es polls the experts 











а fan fa nt ика 4 for their predictions. 
game 

Glyn Williams: “Doing solid fill on the ST 

asking a lot. | don't think youll see a huge a 

progress, | think people are pushing the outside of 

envelope now. ld ike to see polygon game 

and Amiga which are much more fun to play. Better 








games that ha 
of Wow, thi milion frames per se 
ond, features 10 lions of face ЕК 

Michael Powell: “Better games. Better simulation IPERTISE 
Mike Singleton: "The math 
are quite horrendou: 

Adrian Stephens: 7 (ке to 


pen to 









з = 1AN ANDREW of Incentive 
D grae Driller, Darkside, Total Eclipse 
+ DAVID BRABEN - Elite, Virus. 


the math: Sio pre ueneno ee 
ware -archipelagos Resolution 
Martin Kenwright: "Sp going hay Tor. 


ше + ANDY CRAVEN of Vektor Graphics 












Jez San: “The gc Bomber 
games as fast as they can g = MARTIN KENWRIGHT of Digital 
Martin Kenwright: "Р t the fastest Image Design - 6-29 Retaliator. 







but its as fastas 
lan Oliver: 
should relax t 
the future 
David Braben: "A lot of 3D games are ju 
1 30 graphi 

Jez San: "You'l start ge 
Curvy instead of ines and polyg: 


* IAN OLIVER of Realtime Games. 
30 Tank Duel, 30 Starstrike. Car 
rier Command. 

BRIAN POLLOCK - just finished 
Thunderstrike for Millennium. 
MICHAEL POWELL - Powerdrome 
+ иг SAN of Argonaut Software. 

Starglider, Starglider М 
= MIKE SINGLETON of Maelstrom 





why we 




















things ike transparency and shado Games - Lords of Midnight, 
Brian Pollock: "The base routine: Whirligig. Midwinter 

The frame rates are there. Only pr + ADRIAN STEPHENS of The Assem 
interested in the number of polygo: bly Line - interphase 





David Braben: "Computer graph 
through fashions. At the moment 


~ GLYN WILLIAMS of Motion Pic 
ture House - Warhead. 








‚АСЕ. 





Andy Craven: “30 is 





wagon. It's the inthing. 














Jez San: “We're leading the field in terms of 3D tech- 
‘Andy Craven: “3D games are stil hyped up on the 
Paul Carruthers: “30 games will speed up а bit 


lan Andrew: “Our freescaping games wil be getting 

Brian Pollock: "Publishers play on the snobwalue of 

Andy Craven: "You have to produce 
t good tech, 

Mike Singleton: "Starlord uses a new technique to 

fade into the distance, giving a misty distance look, It 





od games, n 


ks like you've got headlights on your spaceship. Ive 




















just started work on Midwinter Il. tt will use t 
same graphics system, but you'll в а transport 
modes and а different environment, The snow has 
melted. You're off the coast of West Africa. This time 
youll be a single hero or heroine instead of а team. 

ere are some rather nasty interrogation sequences 





» the Secret Police. The game will be broken up into 
ssions. Sorry, no release dates. 
Brian Pollock: "In Thunderstrike I've tried to convey a 








real feeling of space. 3D is far more flexible than 
prites. You also need intuitive controls, I'm a lot less 
terested in the technology, Thunderstrike is some 





i Ive always wanted to do 


Paul Carruthers: “The idea of а 3D image isn't 
ough anymore. Gameplay aspects will become more 
ytant. You shouldn't use 3D unless you have 

lan Oliver: “Battle Command and Duster are aimed 
је American style of gameplaying. We'd like 
British market to be a bit more mature and discern- 












David Braben: "Speed is essential, but the game. 
plays far more important. 

Andy Craven: "Were currently working on five 30 
games, one for Mirrorsoft, two for Activision, and two 
for Virgin/Mastertronic. Mirrorsoft’s Kiling Cloud uses 
з lot of 20 screens, мете trying to do down the 3D 
and concentrate on great routines. It will have real 
cylinders. For Activision we're working on Mechwar- 
rior 1 а collaborative venture between three 
software devel companies. Three companies, 
three styles, all mixed into опе. It could be а nightmare 
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"The good 3D program- 
mers have got the games as 
fast as they can go" 





Thunderstre by Brian Pollock. Millennium 


20 sovancro coorta rias 


mixing it all together. Of course, we're doing the 3D 
bits.” 

Michael Powell: “Today you can take top polygon рег 
formance for granted." 

Adrian Stephens: “People wil make an appearance. 
Things are strictly mechanical at the moment. The 
games will probably be more fantasy-orientated.” 
David Braben: “There are too many tank and flight 
simulations.” 


SOFTWARE SENSATIONS 
The race is always on to produce a piece of white hot 
code. What new software techniques wil make the 
transition from innovation to application? 

David Braben: “Programming 3D graphics isn't hard, 
flying realistically with correct motions and collision 
detection are the hard bits." 

Glyn Williams: 7 don't think youre ever going to see 
raytracing as a lve action thing. Raytracing 15 to do 
with optical simulation, calculating what 
every single beam of light in the scene 
does - that means a lot of work. But you 
will be able to see light source modeling, 
where sources of ilumination iluminate 
polygons which reflect the light in a more 
realistic manner and actually cast shad 
ows. There are some games that have 
already started to do this. Also smooth 
shading of objects - 50 instead of objects 
looking ike they're made out of origami, 
theyre separate pieces of facets. You 
need at least 256 colours to do this. With 
texture mapping you can take a photo 
graph and stick it on a polygon. But all this і big соп 
puter stuff - at the moment.” 

lan Andrew: “I's a trade off between resolution and 
detail.” 

Mike Singleton: Tm getting into curves." 

Glyn Williams: “Eventually youll be able to use the 
real technical drawings straight from the designers for 
Vehicles and buildings with satelite data for the land 
scapes.” 

Adrian Stephens: “People get stuck using the same 
30 techniques.” 

lan Oliver: “Too many people spend too much time 





Оо you agree with the experts predictions? What type 


of game do you think you'll be playing in 5, 10, 20 
years time? And what hardware will it be running on? 
‘This is your chance to predict the future, Write to us 
st VIRTUAL PREDICTIONS, ACE, EMAP Images, 30-32. 
Farringdon Lane, Priory Court, London ЕСІН ЗА. The 
‘most original or amusing concept wins a special soft- 
ware prize for your micro. Don't forget to Include 
your full name, address and computer model, 


tweaking their ЗО engines and ignoring gameplay. We 
nearly went that way with Carrier Command.” 

Andy Craven: 7 employ з guy just to sit there work 
ing on new 3D software routines. It's a battle of tech- 
nology.” 


FRACTAL FUTURES | 
Wil Mandlebrot's geometric baby find a place in future 
30 games? 

Mike Singleton: “Fractals are essential if you're going | 
10 do а game with any breadth in it. As processing | 
speeds increase you won't just get fractal landscapes 
but detailed fractal objects ike trees.” 

Michael Powell: “You can use fractals to create ter- | 
rain meshes.” | 
Glyn Williams: “Rescue on Fractalus used a clever | 
technique called Polynomials - equations that make | 
things look like fractals. Sort of raggededge poly 
gons. It would be nice to see someone pushing fractal 
games a bit further.” 





HARDWARE HEAVEN 
Software is only as good as the hardware it's running 
оп. Will future 30 games run on dedicated consoles, 
CDROM, CD1, or something even better? 

lan Oliver: "We tend to lead with the PC." 

Michael Powell: “More and more arcade games use 
polygons.” 

Mike Singleton: 
hardware.” 

Jez San: "Every hardware designer | meet | ask to put. 
a polygon chip into their next machine. One day they 
wil 

Glyn Williams: “A general purpose graphics engine 
could do anything - aircraft, cars, tanks, submarines, 
terrain, spaceships, etc,” 

Adrian Stephens: “You need more colours, higher 
тез, and faster processors,” | 
Michael Powell: “it would be nice to have a console 
that doesn't concentrate on sprites and scrolling." 
David Braben: “Consoles with dedicated polygon 
chips will produce the ЗО games of the future.” 

Mike Singleton: "Му ideal machine would be a'con 
sole with polygon and floating point co processors. Td 
love to do games for the new Microprose coinop." 
Adrian Stephens: "Dedicated polygon processors will 
take half the fun away, They'l level things up. You need 
to keep the edge." 

David Braben: "There's enormous potential in CD- 
ROM and СОЧ" 

Jez San: “Im very interested in CD-ROM, ГІ support it 
where | can." 

Martin Kenwright: "Im getting into СОЗ very soon." 





Dramatic changes require better 
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VIRTUAL VENTURES 
Virtual reality was first conceived by IE Sutherland at 
the University of Utah back in 1968, Basically the idea 
is to create a complete artificial world inside your 
computer. You interact with this world - or cyberspace 
= using sophisticated human-machine interface регірі- 
егі like data glasses, gloves and even suits. You're 
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able to look at, and move around this artificial world as 
if it was real. You enter a virtual reality. Cyberspace is 
today. NASA develops it. VPL constructs it. Nintendo 
plays it. Cybergames are tomorrow. 

Mike Singleton: “Virtual reality is the way things will 
go. I's most people's ideal. Most people want to get 
totaly lost in a game. The trouble with realty is that 125 
too boring - you can't make things too real. How do 
you edit out the boring bits? Fd like to do a virtual real 
ty Lords of Midnight.” 

David Braben: “Cyberspace and alternative realty are 
‘amusing buzzwords, They are just one interesting 
avenue connected to control methods. The trouble is, 
theyre very solitary. Multiplayer games with big dis 
plays make a lot more sense." 

Jez San: "Cyberspace. | like the idea. You could do it 
cheaply. The Nintendo/Mattel Powerglove is incredible. 
Virtual realty wil be in the arcades in five years time. 
There are much cheaper virtual reality options. We've 
looked at doing cyberspace already. We'd really go to 
town on it, we'd love to do it." 

lan Oliver: “А lot of hardware power is needed for 
cyberspace applications. I's all good fun. As you can 
probably guess we don't take things too seriously." 
‘Adrian Stephens: “In the far distance there wil be 
more virtual realty stuf. It looks astounding. You can 
create a far richer world. 3D is the only technique you 
can use to move around an artificial reality. 
Cyberspace is а natural for human-computer interac 
tion." 

lan Andrew: * believe one of the main areas of game- 
playing will be realtime alternative realties. Nothing 
beats it. Is the ultimate game feeling." 

Paul Carruthers: "Certain hardware wil be created 
for virtual realty. Cyberspace is happening. But | can't 














You're creating illusionary 
worlds, actually creating 

space in the computer that 

уои can enter into and 


interact with" 








imagine it taking over, The price won't come down for 
1020 years. | cat really see it taking off as the ull 
mate game." 

Andy Craven: "We already have the cyberspace soft 
ware, all we need now is the hardware. Our 3D soft 
ware technology is perfect for it. fm looking for а joint 
venture with a hardware company 

specialising in cyber kt 

Michael Powell: | think youre 
going to get hitech helmets like 
the one's fighter pilots use. Beyond 
that, youll just plug it straight into 
your brain.” 

Glyn Williams: “You're creating 
ilusionary workds, actually creating 
space in the computer that you can 
enter into and interact with 
Cyberspace wil be good. You can 
imagine yourself going round a vir 
tual dungeon in your hing room, 
hiting things on the shelves and 
treading on the cat." 

Brian Pollock: “Virtual realty. Excellent. Amazing 
When | was at school | wanted to interface a video 
camera with the bran to create blotchy sight - patches 
of light and objects. Imagine replacing all the sensory 
nerves with silicon. 

Martin Kenwright: 1 can see really incredible things 
оп the horizon.” 

Glyn Williams: "You just want something that's bloody 
good fun.” 


‘You've read the experts thoughts on cyberspace and virtu 
al reality. Now It's your chance to cast your vote on the 
future. Just pick up your phone, dial the number, and regi 








Andy Craven of Waser Grapes 








0898 400 786" - + cant wait to 


cyberspace game 


0898 400 787" - “Cyberspace. Do me а 
favour, I'd rather 
train spotting. 


The results of this survey will be announced in a future 
issue of ACE 





домаку cows nommer 21 















Computer Animation by Digital Pictures 


Digital Pictures produces high resolution 30 computer. 
animation for flim and television. The London-based firm 
has won numerous awards around the world for its work. 
Clients include Channel Four, BBC, Access, Smarties and 
Commodore Five stages to pay the wages. 


STAGE ONE: PRE-PRODUCTION 
"Computer animation is a totally new medium which. 
offers а rich new world of effects and techniques for film 
and video. Difficult traditional method are вазу to 
Achieve using computers. Digital Pictures closely listes 
‘with the dient to create a ‘novel and innovative’ 
Sequence. Both sides need an understanding of what i. 
needed and how to achieve It” 





STAGE TWO: MODELLING 

"The artwork for the elements and objects to be included 
in the sequence are translated into a form that the com- 
puter can manipulate. Digital Pictures uses a 20 digitising 
tablet and a sophisticated 30 digitiser that allows com- 
plex solid objects to be Input. It's also possible to create. 
some objects ‘Procedurally’ using special software. Land- 
‘scapes are often produced using Fractal Modelling’ Simi- 
ar methods can simulate naturalistic surfaces like clouds 
and water along with textures like marble, granite or 
woodgrain.” 


STAGE THREE: ANIMATION 
“Digital Pictures has developed its own real-time anime- 
tion system using Silicon Graphics Iris workstations. The 
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Designed by Snapper Films. Directed by Matt For 











Technology interfaces artistry, 
art infuses tech. Analogue 
alternatives, digital dreams. 
Rik Haynes scans the state 


of the silicon art 


animation is set up using а Wiretrame’ display The ani- 
mator picks an object and orlentates end positions й on- 
screen. A number of "ey frames’ are created. All the 
inbetween frames are then automatically "nterpolated" 
and the sequence can be played back ai different speeds 
The animation system is віно used to move and direct the 
‘camera or eye position, the position under obacreation 
fond the placement and orientation of Ure lights.” 


‘STAGE FOUR: COLOUR дњо LIGNTING 
СА growing number of techniques өлімі for changing the. 
‘material attributes of computer generated scenes. The 
simplest are Pace Shading” which simulates Hal matt sur 
faces and Phong Shading’ - а method for representing. 
shiny мемен surtaced objects. In addition ta simulating 
natural light sources Ийе the sun, Digital Pictures can ae 
croate a wide variety of artificial illumination effects 
Including variable beam spotlights, lamps of different 
colour and brightness and glow effects. Both lights and 
‘objects can selectively сан and receive shadows Digital 
Pictures has also developed powes tul mapping tech 
niques. Texture Mapping allows 2D colour images - 
Pech may be frame grabbed, live action, painted or syr- 
hestsed - to be warped and pasted onto the surfaces of 
‘objects in the scene. Из used to provide colour and sur- 
face details. ‘Bump Mapping’ i similar to texture map 
ping but is used to simulate tactile qualities - wrinkled or 
rough surfaces like granite or embossed paper. ‘Environ 
ment Mapping’ creates a convincing illusion of fully. 
reflective surfaces lie mirrors, chrome, ceramics and pre- 
cious metals. Digital Pictures renderer and compositor 
‘can also simulate other material qualities like traraparen- 
ey and transiucency." 





Directed by Richard Dean. Produced d 
by Berkotsky Morrow Barrett. Com- 
puter Animation by 





STAGE FIVE: THE PRODUCTION nuw 
“when everybody is satisfied. the main production run 
begins Depending on the length and complexity of the 
‘sequence this may take anything from ә couple of hours 
to over жеңі Digital Pictures outputs on both video 

and 35mm pin registered motion picture stock at 2000. 

line resolution - suitable for cinema release." 











“Our graphics supercomputers are 


"99 visualisation tools sculpting data into 
үөн 
көн 


a form the mind can easily accept 





Designed by Matt Forrest, Temple Clarke. Animation by 
Bruce Steele, Phil Mitchell, Temple Clarke. Produced by 
Snapper Bytes 











RGB points per second, a polygon 
fili rate of up to 200 million pixels 
per second, and a screen clear rate 
‘of up to 1.6 billion pixels per sec- 
‘ond. Imaging functions can be per- 
formed at up to 128 MFLOPS in the 
graphics pipeline. CPU power from 
20 MIPS to 234 MIPS. А minimum. 
э! 140 bits per pixel, з maximum 
‘of 268 bits per pixel. 1280x1024 
res. Real-time render. The perfect. 
beast for the perfect beat. The 
‘snag? Prices start at £85000. 





The first computer animated film to ever win an Oscar. By 
John Lasseter Pixar computer animation company in San 
Rafael, California. A string of computer animated hits 
Including Luxo Jr, Red's Dream and Knickknack. Produces 
special effects for movies like Return of the Jedi, Star Trek 
M: The Wrath of Khan and Young Sherlock Holmes. See АСЕ 
28. Tin Toy © 1988 Pixar 








The Amiga can still cut It. Alternative Image produces 20 
and 30 animation using Amiga technology and a Sony 
Vision mixer. Henri Bujko told us Al's software stories 
"Deluxe Paint І is excellent for video titling. graphic. 
sequences, logos and slides for palette output. Video- 
Scape 30 has brillant animation capability, It outstrips 
Sculpt for speed and productivity. Sculpt 4D produces pro- 
fessional looking Imagery and good object creation. but is 
very tedious and longwinded in some of its animation 
‘capabilities. Animagic has an amazing DVE emulator - ADO 
and Mirage type effects aren't possible in any other pro- 
‘gram - but the flexible animation editor is prone to GURU 
3t times.” Alls offering an animation to videotape or 
35mm slide film transfer service for the general user 

well as the profession. Call 0533 440041 for more detai 
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There's nowhere to hide fr SLY spy” 
His calling card is your invitation іо 
dance with danger! 77 
Җ, Experience the explosive existence of 
| the secret agent іп this arcade ga 
action thriller that will leave you Р/Р, 
gasping for breath! ДИ. 

















From the Island of Doh to 
Monster Islond you will 
encounter Doh himself, stinging 
несі, hideous toy creatures, 
machines, 


formidable beings of legend 

and folklore and finally you will 

enter the world ої darkness and 
snhabitonts! 


тато ‘ond faithfully 
THE FASTEST MOST THRILLING, [ууу onion 
30 Driving Game vert” ln 0nd srdtement 
Toke the wheel of your turbo-charged ofthis monster 
he ох you and your parmergo m окове hi 
‘of dangerous criminals ӨЙ 
vil array of souped-up road 
Need to catch up in a hurry? Well, just 
‘one press of your Turbe Button vl 
ye n the back of your head! 
























“ALL GAMES AVAILABLE ON SPECTRUM, AMSTRAD, COMMODORE, 


ATARI ST, CBM AMIGA. 
*£_90 PETA! IATOR ONIY АМАН ARIE ON ATARI СТ я AMICA 
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ту mouth-watering graphics and 
‘an amazing depth of play ... the best 
flight simulation | have ever seen 
(and there's nothing on the visible 
horizon that looks set to come close) 

15 not a simulation, it’ 

а experience 

is the best out!” Zzap 97%. 


ом Wi 
the hero of the 























t could be yours. The console that every well 
med gamester has been drooling over 
ever since the first reports of its existence 
arrived from Japan, The Neo Geo 16bit con 
sole has a spec that should really 









adrenalin going, including 4096 
screen at once and 13 chann 
sound. 

As well as cartridges, the Neo Geo will als 





take creditcard style memory cards - not for the 
games (although that is possible) but to store your сиг 
rent game status - giving SAVE game options with 
almost any game, something which no other console 
currently offers. Save game/status options are very 
important since they enable game designers to imple- 
ment more complex game scenarios on consoles, 
including fantasy and RPG programs. 

You can see the Neo Geo ‘in the flesh’ on the ACE 
Living Room of the Future stand at the Computer 











Entertainment Show in September. But even better, 
you can now - if you're lucky – see it in your own ling 
room even earlier - and become one of the first peo 
ple in the UK to get their hands on this ultra-sexy bit of 





kit 


THE COMPETITION 
The truth is, it couldn't be easier. All you have to do is 
answer the three questions in the panel on this spread, 
write those answers on the postcard mounted on the 
front of the magazine, and mail the card to us so that 
it arrives on or before the closing date. You could 
soon be joining the ranks of ACE Prizewinners and 
playing some of the hottest games around! 


THE QUESTIONS 


Here goes with your chance to win 
a Neo Geo console. Answer these 
three questions correctly and 
you're in with a fighting chance! 








1. The Neo Geo is marketed in 
Britain by DG Marketing. Which 
Japanese company produce: 








2. Does the Neo Geo console use 8- 
bit, 16-bit, or 32-bit technology? 


3. How many sprites can you have 
on-screen at once? 


If you've got the answers, you 
could win the prize! Jot them 
down on the special postcard 
mounted on the front cover and 
get them off to us pronto! 
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What at a| 


ACE and SNK - aided and 


abetted by DG Marketing - 
(S чай 
postcard pulled at random from those. 
received either on or before the closing date 
for the competition (see below) and bearing 
the correct answers to the three questions. 

The prize will be. yes, yes!...one perfectly 
wrapped, spanking new, Neo Geo console 
direct from Japan, And as a special bonus, 
we'll throw in some free software ~ the choice 
will depend on what is available to us at the 
fime. 

The closing date is Sth July 1990. No 

‘of EMAP, DG Marketing, or SNK ог 

those involved with the printing, distribution, 
and sale of ACE magazine are eligible for 
‘entry. The decision of the judges will be final 
and no correspondence will be entered into, 
Аз soon as a winner has been selected, we will 
forward the prize as soon as possible, but 
‘obviously we can't be responsible for third 
party delays. We will, however, do all we can 
to minimise any hold-up, 


Here's the machine. 3 
т": Ec 


give you an exclusive oppor- 
tunity to win the games 
machine that makes other 


15- 





consoles look like 


the fabulous Neo Geo... 











ng date 
жало. 











Golf games have been staging а comeback recently, with Gremlin launching 
Ultimate Golf and Golfmania on the Sega - not to mention the superb TE Soft 
Golf on the FM Towns (see page 61). But when it comes to graphic presenta- 
tion, the SNK Neo Geo version has to be seen to be believed. 
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American sports are really hitting the games scene. 
now. Ever since American Football fans began clam- 
'ouring for micro versions of their favourite sport, US 
and Japanese companies have been casting the net 
to bring in more and more special interest titles. 

Here's Baseball Star's Pro on the Neo Geo, With pre- 





sentation like this, the real thing is beginning to 
look a bit jaded. 





„„апа here's what it can do! 


Will Vietnam ever fade into history? NOt if they keep bringing us games like this it won't 





Processor: 68000 assisted by a 280А 
ROM: up to 64Mbytes on plug in cartridge 

IC Card: stores status and player data for up to 27 
games titles 

Sprites: Max on-screen at once: 380, with hardware 
assisted scaling 

Colours: Max 4096 on-screen out of palette of 65536 
Graphics: З independent background video screens 
Sound: 13 sound channels including one none 





Rent--ame? 
Although we were unable to secure soft 
ware supplies atthe time of going to. 
press, we win definitely be supptying 
mer Further tities may be available опа 

ihe тезі cost of software may 

be high doe to the vast memory storage 

requirements of the Neo Geo's massive 
game scenarios 











Ouch. This game undoubtedly has some of the best 
graphics we've ever seen in a console arcade/adven- 
ture. When you're not casting fireballs at the. 
hideous variety of evil minions the game throws at 
you, you're wondering what a Dungeon Master sce 
nario would look like on the Neo Geo - and when. 
we can afford to buy one, if it appears- 
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| Interphase Атіда/5Т 19.99 
| Chaos Strikes Back 


8-BIT GAMES 








Dragon Spirit ST/Amiga/PC 


Conflict Europe ST/AmigalPC 9.99 
Shuffle Puck Cafe ST/Amiga 9.99 
Phobia sr 7.99 
APB ST/Amiga 9.99 


De Ja Vu sr 4.99 
Toobin ST/Amiga 5.00 
Fernandez Must Die sr 7.99 
Castle Master ST/Amiga 19.99 
Three Stooges Amiga 9.99 
Hard Drivin’ ST/Amiga 9.99 
Shadow Gate sT 4.99 
Uninvited sT 4.99 
Lords of the Rising Sun Amiga 24.99 


sT 19.99 





AMS SPEC COM 


Dragon Spirit 499 | 499 | 499 
Hard Drivin’ 599 3.99 
Toobin 399 399 


Please state clearly which machine you have 


Cheques payable to: EMAP Images 
Send to: Readers’ Software Service 
PO Box 136, Peterborough РЕ2 OXW 























GREATEST 
SHOW ON 
EARTH 


The show you've been waiting for. The show you deserve. The show 
you can't afford to miss. 


The only show dedicated to games. CES will feature the latest in 
games hardware and software from the likes of Mirrorsoft, 
Commodore, Ocean, Sega, US Gold, Nintendo, Domark, SNK, 

Psygnosis, Microprose, Virgin/Mastertronic, Activision, Electronic Arts, 
Palace, Accolade, Hewson and Gremlin. 


ө Take a trip to tomorrow. ACE will be sponsoring the LIVING ROOM OF 
THE FUTURE exhibit featuring Philips CD-I, the IMME engine 
hyperspace room (see АСЕ 31) and SNK NEO-GEO consol 
hope to include cyberkit from Roland and the other leading consumer 
electronics manufacturers shaping the future of Advanced Computer 
Entertainment. 


© Meet your favourite celebrities and musicians. CES is sponsored Бу 
the Childline Charity. A substantial amount of the door fees will be 
handed over to Childline. 


% Appear on television. CES will feature live broadcasts on major TV 
and radio programmes. 


9 CES. 13-16 September 1990. Earl's Court, London. See you there. 





NEXT MONTH 
ACE GOES 
OUT WEST 


HURRAY FOR HOLLYWOOD 
We take a trip to the tinsel town for 
an on-location report. Are the movie 
studios getting into games? Are 
games getting into the movies? 


THAT MAGICAL TOUCH 

We hope to visit industrial Light and 
Magic, the leading special effects 
company who worked on all the Star 
Wars, Indiana Jones and Star Trek 
movies. 







THE BEST SHOWS 

The best coverage of the biggest 
show by the best magazine, ACE is 
the only British games magazine to 
cover the Chicago Consumer Elec 
tronics Show with TWO reporters 
and a photographer. 


WIN A TRIP TO 
HOLLYWOOD 

Get Back to the Future with this 
exclusive ACE/Mirrorsoft competition 
to win a FREE HOLIDAY in 
HOLLYWOOD for TWO and VISIT the 
UNIVERSAL STUDIOS. 


THE BEST BUYS 

Don't forget ACE is the essential 
buyers guide to games software and 
hardware. Hot off the Shelf gives you 
the low-down on the latest ACE-rated 
games. ACE Classics reminds you of 
the greatest games of all-time. ACE 
Buyers Guides, the facts not th 
fiction, every month 


Definitive reviews, exclusive previews, 
first news, informative views and in- 
depth interviews from the world of 
Advanced Computer Entertainment. 
There's only one games magazine in 
the world more exciting and 
informative than this issue of ACE. 
and that’s the next issue of ACE! 


ACE 35 HITS THE NEWSAGENTS ON 





THURSDAY 5 JULY. Be there or 
beware. 
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Find out its limits. 
Look in the mirror. 











Introducing the powerful new 
Atari 1040 STE. With such an awesome 
machine, we're convinced the only limits 
you'll come across are your own. 


Based on the incredibly successful 1040 
STFM, the 1040 STE itself goes beyond the 
limits of its predecessor. 


The 'E', by the way, stands for ‘Enhanced’ 
But once you've discovered its amazing array of 
features, you may consider ‘Enhanced’ to be the 
understatement of the decade. 


Perhaps the most outstanding feature of the 
1040 STE із its graphics. Its palette contains 
over 4000 colours (all right, 4096 to be exact) 


To ensure precise and realistic 
images, the STE features ‘hardware 
scrolling’, enabling smooth 
scrolling in any direction and 
split-screen effects. And, with the 
5М124 monitor, you'll get razor 
sharp black -out-of- white text 
that's as clear as the type on this 
page 


To complete the picture, it is 
able to ‘phase-lock’ its video | 
output to an external video 
source, permitting direct linking to 
о Genlocking device 


Тһе 1040 won't just have your eyes 
swivelling in their sockets. Your eardrums will 
also take a pounding from the 8 - bit PCM stereo 
sound 


The new PCM (Pulse Coded Modulation) 
sound system’s two chips allow the 1040 STE to 
replay high-quality sampled sounds, in stereo, 
without burdening the CPU. Or, for even more 
of an earblasting, just add a couple of RCA 
output jacks and power the sounds through your 
own stereo. 


Of course we mustn't forget memory. One 
megabyte of RAM comes as standard. If that’s 
not enough, the 1040 STE provides four SIMM 
sockets. Simply plug in some SIMM (Single In- 
line Memory Module) boards and boost the 
RAM up to four megabytes. 


To help you handle all this oi ^ 
we've added even more: a Blitter chip, capal 4 
of shifting data at high speeds independent of 
the CPU, and а new version of TOS. 





The TOS 1.6 (operating system) has an 
enhanced file selector with drive - change buttons, 
improved desktop with file move, MS-DOS 
compatible disk formatting, and better appli- 
cation installation and auto - booting facilities. 


As you'd expect, there's a huge range of 
peripherals including hard disks, floppy disks, 
laser printers, colour monitors and even 
Megofile 44, Atari’s unique 44-megabyte 
removable hard disk. 


As well аз all this hardware, there are 
hundreds of software programmes for the 1040 
STE - we're even throwing in the ST-Series 
Productivity and Leisure bundles free 


The Productivity bundle 
features a database, spread- 
sheet, word processor and 
business graphics package, and 
there’s S.T.A.C., FirST BASIC, 
Hyperpaint and Prince in the 
Leisure bundle. 


If you're itching to get your 
hands on the controls, there are 
two 15-рїп analogue controller ports 
(which accept paddles, light- 
guns and light- pens) and a 9 pin 
mouse port and joystick port. 


With adaptors, up to six 
people can use the 1040 at one time. Just in 
case it’s too much for one person to handle. 


At £499.99 it certainly won't be too much for 
опе person to afford. 


The ideal computer at the ideal price, you 
may think. We think so, too. But there remains 
only one potential problem: not whether you'll 
make impossible demands of the 1040, but 
whether the 1040 will make impossible 
demands of you 


2 
Please send me further details of the 1040 STE and other 
Atari products. 


NAME: 








ИЕ. POSTCODE -------- 


Please send to Atari Corp (ИК) Lid. Atari House, 
Railway Terrace, Slough, Berkshire. SL2 5BZ. 


JATARI 1040 








WITHOUT IT YOU'RE JUST PLAYING GAMES 



































Worlds in . 
the Machine 


veryone likes to play God. We all have 
times when we sit in front of the box, 
watching the world's Governments mak 
ing an ever increasing mess of things, 
and think ‘Give me a half a chance and 
Fd soon have things sorted out! Well now 
there аге a number of games and simula- 
tions on the market which give you that 
half chance, and let you try your hand as 
а part time God. 

The popularity of games like Sim City and Popu- 
lous, are evidence enough that games players have 
the sort of egos that can run a world. Well here are 
three more programs - two simulations and an elec: 
tronic atlas - that put you and your micro on top of the 
world. We take a look and find out how clear the view 
is 


WORLD ATLAS 


SOFTWARE TOOLWORKS/MINDSCAPE HAVE 
GOT EVERYTHING MAPPED OUT 


One question that you always have to ask yourself 
when you are about to shell out sity or a hundred quid 
for an electronic version of something that is readily 
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Laurence Scotford looks at three 
new programs that stuff the world 
into your micro 





available on paper is: What can | do with this that | 
can't do with a traditional paper version at ten quid? 

Software Toolworks claim that the advantage ой 

their atlas is that а large database of encyclopedic 
information as well as the maps are instantly available, 
This encyclopedic information actually consists ої 
details on Weather, Population, Economy, and 50 forth 
The same sort of information із also available їп ош 
office Colins World Atlas. It is even more readily aval 
able (you just have to open the book rather than switch 
оп the machine and startup the software), and it опу 
Шаа cost us £10. See what | meat 
about that essential question? 
Well, that’s enough griping - 
there are plenty of good things 
about World Atlas that go some 
way towards outweighing thé 
price factor. 
The first thing to note about the 
software is that it won't run on 
just any old hardware. If you 
haven't got EGA or VGA and а 
hard drive then forget it ће pro: 
gram comes on eighteen disks 
and takes half an hour to install 
so this is certainly not the sort ol 
thing you'd want to run from а 
floppy drive even if you could. A 
mouse is not compulsory but pretty much essential й 
you are going to use the software properly. 

Selecting and switching between maps is achieved 
fairly simply by pointing with the mouse and using the 
menu Баг at the top of the screen. This can also bt 
used to call up information on the features of the 
region you are currently studying. The options for mov 
ing between screens are comprehensive and do 
manage to prevent using the atlas from becoming 
laborious. 

One problem that did quickly rear it's ugly head is 
how limited 6 megabytes of disk space really is. The 
‘maps wil only zoom in to country level, and only the 
major cities are shown. Our £10 Colins Айаз, on the 
other hand, shows all major towns as well, and the 
maps have far greater detail 

World Айаз is a nice idea, and Software Toolworks 
should be praised for breaking away from the main 
stream of utility software. The program is, however 
likely to fit more comfortably into an ecucational niche 
than а practical one. 


















PRICE POINT: PC £59.99 (disks) £99.99 
(CD ROM) 
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BALANCE OF 
THE PLANET 


CHRIS CRAWFORD/ACCOLADE DEMONSTRATE 
THAT SAVING THE WORLD IS NOT AS EASY AS 
IT MIGHT AT FIRST SEEM 


If you thought that being a politician was easy, then 
this simulation will make you think again. Your goal in 
this game is to gain as many points as possible for 
promoting ecologically sound policies, and lose as few 
аз possible for implementing ecologically damaging 
policies. 

The way that you affect what happens in the world 
is fundamentally by adjusting your fiscal policies. How 
much do you tax CFC production for instance? How 
much money do you pump into research into alterna 
tive forms of energy? 

It sounds simple, but it's not. If excess CFC pro- 
duction is causing Ozone depletion it is not enough 
simply to levy huge taxes on the responsible industries 
in order to reduce the level of CFCs in the atmosphere. 
There are many knockon effects which have to be 
taken into account 

The interconnection of policy decisions is well 
demonstrated by the program. Selecting one of the 
entries on the initial page will take you to a colourful 
screen which describes that particular area of the 
Earth's EcoSocioPoltical systems (phew). For exam- 
ple, clicking the mouse on Starvation Points leads to a 
screen explaining the world's starvation problem. To 
one side of this are a list of causes and effects. Ву 
clicking on these you can weave your way through an 
interconnected series of factors until you come across 
a parameter you can change by altering your fiscal 
programme. 

When you have made all the changes that you 
require, the software will calculate the effects of your 
policies - on the whole these are usually appalling. By 
selecting the Feedback page at this stage you can 
identify which are your best and worst areas. This 
gives you а good idea of what to start looking at for 
your next five year plan. 

When you have played Balance of the Planet for а 
few hours you will start to come to the realisation that 
things are not quite as simplistic as they might at first 
appear. It is very difficult to succeed in this game, if 
anyone manages to achieve a balanced planet ГІ be 
very surprised. 




















PRICE POINT: PC £39.95. A portion of the 
proceeds will be contributed to the Tropical Rai 
forest Appeal. 
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Planet gre are currently ering on. while 
{he panel deals with one aspect af энек 


Old you know that: 


The world consumes over 170 mit 

Non tonnes of forestry every year? 
+ Modern transport causes 31% of 
‘the oir pollution in the world” 

* The level of Carbon Dioxide in the 
меш one third more than it was 
‘one hundred years ago? 

2 Every person in industrialised 
countries produces 1 kg of natural 
and artificial warte every single. 
day? 

+ Iti estimated that by the year 
2030 the amount of Carbon Dioxide 
in the atmosphere will have dou- 
bled. causing a 3 rise in the mean 













nation af the рғы» 


DEBUT 


PANDORA/ INTERCEPTOR LET YOU AND YOUR 
MICRO RUN A WHOLE PLANET 


In certain respects, Début is a very similar product to 
Balance of the Planet. Again, the overall idea is to man 
age a planet (not Earth this time) in such a way that it 
is ecologically balanced. Rather than making financial 
decisions which effect the way things run, you use a 
system that the programmers term ‘Jostick Program 
ming’ 

Jostick programming entails setting up logic tests 
for scans of various aspects of the planet's ecosys- 
tem, like Ozone, Cloud and Weather Patterns, Animal 
Distribution and so on. Once you have identified certain 
areas of need, then you can put things like man, ani 
mals, minerals, and chemicals into the planet at the 
required points, or, if necessary, remove them. 

There is an additional sequence, called Time 
Hounded Conscience, in which you guide a robot 
known as Pelvthrust (hmmm) into one of the four cities 
оп each planet. His job is shut down the cities’ nuclear 
reactors and then evacuate the people and place them 
оп the planet's surface. 

Début adds an interesting additional aspect to the 
standard game by allowing you to mix elements and 
join or part them with fusion and fission respectively. 
The programmers have chosen not to follow the laws 
of physics exactly in this section of the game, which is 
fair enough seeing as they are not simulating Earth, 
and it does make the simulation more playable. 

My only quibble with the Début package is the 
manual. Whie all the elements of the program are 
explained in detail, the software as a whole is not tied 
together very well. Perhaps this is because the manual 
was written by the programmers, who are too close to 
their own creation to be able to see what needs most 
explanation. Having said that, it is possible to under 
stand it with some effort, and that perseverance will 
pay off. 





PRICE POINT: 
ST £24.99. 
AMIGA £24.99 
PC £24.99 


action in one of the four 
surface 
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Continuing the tradition 
but dedicated to leisure. 


Sponsored by C&VG, SINCLAIR USER, CU, ACE and THE ONE 


Contact Sally Buller at EMAP International Exhibitions: 01-251 6222 ext: 2406. 
or Gary Willams ext 2518 
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New Sections! 


This month sees the launch of a new Screentest, designed to give our readers a solid 
foundation for the games reviews of tomorrow. We've divided the section into three. 
First, you get reviews of traditional COMPUTER games running on ALL major formats 


(including &-bit and minority machines). 


Then there's our new CONSOLE section, bringing you up-to-date coverage of the most 


advanced console entertainment. 


Finally, ACE is the world's first magazine to introduce a regular section for the exclusive 
review of CD entertainment - the storage medium and hardware format of the future. 
At last - computers, consoles, and CDs, for the complete coverage of games today - and 


tomorrow. 


ACE Rated! 


Question: Із this game really going to 
grab me? And for how long? 

Answer: the PIC curve - the heart of 
the ACE Rating System. 


ach review carries a РС Curve бее Pic Power panel) and 
Special Veron Bones that give you дейі of the game's 
Implementation on a specific machine. These boxes Include 
‘ating lor 
 GhAPHICS. 
Al pects ofthe game's graphics - with the limitations of. 
sh machine taken into account 
AUDIO 
The mac and sound elects are rated here. A high rating 
крова on even limited machines like the Spectrum and 
PC it the computers shortcomings ae cleverly udestepped 
IQ FACTOR 
The Bin Strain rating, Note that ACE readers are 
generally reckoned to be more inteligent than other 
aman beings, so the ratings may be lower than you 
FUN FACTOR 
aval а measure of тілден addictivenem. Games іше 
Arkanoid and Flying Shark require virtually zero brain 
ower but are stl remarkably addictive. Most coin ops 
‘ear weli here because they are designed for instant 
мини, Games don't have to be either fun or 
inteligent - they can be both 
ACE RATING 
To get a really high rating a game will not only have to be 
үну addictive but stand the test of tme at well. Неге а 
general guide to what the ratings mean 

500» А casic game, recommended without 

теми, 

500-899 А superb game, but perhaps lacking the 

long tem depth to last into the month and year 

categories 

700-799 stil high recommended, but probably has 
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a couple of pects to the gameplay that take the edge 
600-699 тһе tair zone. where it tends to be very 
good й you like that sort of thing 
500-599 This stil has good things going for it but 
ће game clearly has some noticeable problem. 
400-499 Problems with gameplay and programming 
make this an inferior game 
300-399 Not only is the gameplay bad but the design 
was probably flawed in the first place. 

200-299 Things are getting really serious now 
100-199 ZxB1 games running on an Amiga. 

Under 100 Nothing has ever achieved this appalling 
level of rating. Н anything ever does wouldn't even 
be worth having it for free 

VERSION BOXES 

This coven version specific information on graphic, audio, 

loading problems etc. И theres по box for your machine 

but a version п planned ti be covered as эп update in a 





The PIC - Predicted interest Curve 
- is the most sophisticated reviewing 
tool around. 


We on ACE now you don't jt 
‘experince it The Predicted Inter 
Teview куда that takes this й 

The curve и divided into мк vecion, indicating the 
player's svenan level after one minute, one hour, 
‘one day. one week, one month, and one year. But thi 
тө you ал awful lo than just what your interest level 
‘wil be at any given time (although that's obviously 
Important in alf 

for example, a high one mute rating means that 
‘the game must look fantastic and get you өй excited 
‘hom the word go. That means 1r probably а good 

10 show off to the neighbours - who probably 

aren't yo тып mare than o 
minute anyway 

The minute, hour, and day ratings can tell you a lot 
too f there re got 


portant factor into. 


o get down to something 
зу Alternative the graphics may put you. 
ой fora while until the gamoplay starts to grip. Chock 
‘ou the PIC comment 
"ally, you ve got the month and yeas ratings. The 
beter a game holds up here the more deserving t iv of 
ew hard earned cash. 


3, Unite many magazines, АСА ONLY reviews finished 
games М НУ reviewed here, is what youl get in the 
Mops V there any exception to this rule, the page 
wll dearly be marked PREVIEW and the game 1 not 
tated. We won't let you down by reviewing hall 
{ini мет and devs 


2. Every game hat been extensively ested If we come 


‘crow bugs or other deliiences, we check immediately 
with the company concerned Then we give you the 
whole могу Whenever posi, we 1I give you more 
than just the review - analis comparison and 
echnical information i all nuded wherever posible 
3. Ай ratings are carefully calculated. You can rely on 
them to make your buying decisions 





‘olf on the FM Touma - шн one example га machine 
format that laying the foundations for а CD games ature 
‘Weve reviewed this bestselling РМ Tours game in this rue 
{gine you a rid image of tomorrows games technology 
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The footy miracle 
continues as ANCO take 
their winning formula 
and add a whole host of 
new features. It all adds 


up to not one, but 
DOZENS of games in one 
package. 


‘ve been working on this for two years,’ says 

‘Anco director Anil Gupta as he boots up the 
Kick Off 2 disk in the ACE office. wanted а 
totally integrated football game, the Flight 
‘Simulator Й of footy, that would live forever." This 
тап has balls, по doubt about it. 

And first impressions of Kick Off 2, 95% 
finished when we played it (so an ACE review 
rating will have to wait) certainly seemed to bear 
out Ani's claims. КО2 із not one, arguably not 
even two, but dozens of different games in опе 
package. Here's the commentary.. 


OPTIONS 


TNTERNATIONAD 
NORRAT 
TERNIR 
TEAM IF 


DONE 


Ready to go 
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A free шек. and theres wall right in font af you. мм one 
Ba many nw gameplay features а ROS. 


The game kicks off (sorry) with nine playing 
‘options. First, there's Single Game. This offers 
опе ог two players against the computer, or two 
players against each other. In this respect, it's 
rather lke Kick Off 1, but there are revolutionary 
changes that really set the new game apart. 
First, you can choose а whole load of 
gameplay options (see 
screenshot), Second, you can 
import whole teams from Player 
Manager. This presents unlimited 
opportunities in itself, training 
teams to beat the computer (or 
your pals). Thirdly, and most 
important of ай, KO2 offers two 
different gameplay techniques. 
The first technique is similar to 
KOI – autoplayer activation with 
the active player being the one 
who's nearest the ball. The second 
‘option is quite different. You can 
choose the members of your team 
from a roster displayed before you 
play and while you do this you can 
nominate any team member as an 
"active player’. In this mode, you 
control the one player only during 
the match, so its wise to make 





sure that he's a forward. And remember that all 
players have their own characteristics in KO2, s0 
you may find you've selected а slow dog who 
won't be able to keep up with the hares, Never 
mind, youll know for next time! 


aah 
Kick 
pr 2 | 
ONE PLAYER | 
| | 


THREE PLAYERS FOUR PLAYERS 


"The options seen 
MULTI-PLAYER 

Not only does KO? offer oodles of gameplay 
advantages over КО] (see Silky Skills box) but it 
also broadens the challenge by offering 1,2,3, or 
even 4 player games, with two players slogging 
it out against another р; 

К02 was also originally intended to field а 
whole 16-team league, but there were a host of 
phone calls to Anco about the fact that this 
feature was going to be limited to 1 Megabyte 
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W you think KO2 sounds out of this world. the 
Special Events option blasts й right out of this 
solar system. Get a load of this. 

K02 features a unique option that allows you 
Mo slot in special KO2 data disks, to be released 
by Anco at the very generous cost of (4.99 each. 
Bearing in mind the cost of certain data disks 
we could mention (Sim City. Bomber et al) we 
reckon this is a pretty decent shot 

There wil be five types of data disk. The fist 
ке you complete teams ready to play, based 
on world famous cubs past and present. 
Arsenal players could for example, get a disk 
‘featuring thelr dub’ line-up between 1967 and 
1987, So M you and your friends support 
different шалы. you can now fight It out on- 
жеме as well as on the turt 

‘Ther will alo be а special full division 
League team line-up data disk. 

‘Thirdly there wil be tactics disks containing 
special tactics data for use during play. 

Fourthly, there's the Kick О 2 Maths Disk. A 
bit ofa strange one this, it will use the 
‘parameters from the program that determine 
shot distance and so on to provide а set of 
mathematical exercises for brainboses. Sounds 
as If the schools may be kicking each other to 
et hold of this one. 

Finally, you get true special event data disks, 
(көгіне World Cup, ШАҒА Cup and other 
‘championships, each complete with their own. 
special rules and procedures. 

Now, at last, you can tackle any football 
challenge the world can throw at you, at home. | 





PRACTICE 





Amiga machines. As a result, the original Steam 
structure has been retained, but each team can 
be a Player Manager imported team (if you have 
the program) and it wil stil fit into 512K. 
Finally, you get a stunning action replay fa 





that you can even save to disk, enabling you to 


























build up your own library of "Great Sporting 
‘Moments’. And ACE readers may like to kno 
that this facility could win you £1000 in the ACE 
Kick Off 2 Golden Shot competition in the 
September Issue (out in August 
we nearly forgot the Special Events. 

Find out more about them in the panel с 
page 

There's no doubt about it. Kick Off 2 has the 
potential to be the first fullyfle 





simulator that also delivers а bootful of solid 
gameplay. We reserve rating until we've tested 
the finishes far the evidence 
pe tender for Game of 
The Year. Wait for it... fl be wor 
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КЕШТЕ preview 


SINGLE GAME) | THE LEAGUE 


ا 


ACTION | 


REPLAY 


| SPECIAL ў 


OPTIONS EVENTS 





GAMEPLAY OPTIONS 
Here's the complete list of options when you 








Special Events (see panel elsewhere) 
© Design Kit 

ө Action Replay 

6 Gameplay Options 


‘The last нетін extremely comprehensive, To | 
start with, on the Amiga you get four different 
types of pitch ranging from normal through wet 
and soggy to plastic. You can choose from a 
variety of game durations, ranging from 252 
minutes to 2520 minutes (the old 4$ minute 
option has gone). You can choose whether you 
want Extra Time in the single game, You can 

| also choose Aftertouch, which enables you to 

| control the ball for a split second after you've 
Kicked it. You can change the shill between 
international, Division 1, and Division 3 and you 
сап slow down the game to 50%, or even 25% to 
practise special manoeuvres (essential for 
beginners since many of the options are pretty 
hard to handle). 
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BEAST 


AND BEYOND... = 


Not content with thei 
domination of software 
technology, Psygnosis are 
now preparing to take 
gameplay to new heights 
with a series of highly 
original, complex 
scenarios. ACE went up to "EL epee 
Liverpool to find out ` 


. 
what's coming down... 
of the Beast is one of the best y 
ing games on the Amiga, thanks to it 
superb graphics and technical use of the ЕТЕТЕТІ 
machine, But that’s what you'd expect from ЕСЕТ 
Psygnosis - technical excellence second to vi Li 


none. What you might not always expect is widly 
original gameplay ideas - or at least that was 
our opinion until our recent visit to the Liverp 

There's а revolution going on her 
content with their reputation for pr 
expertise, Psygnosis are now investin 
time and пу ing depth of play. Рі 
to benefit from this approach is Beast 

orking ttle only at present) which 
takes the bestselling scenario and 

5 it with additional gameplay 

features. 

Beast Two retains the parallax 
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NEED WE SAY MORE ? 


AVAILABLE FOR 
Commodore Amiga Commodore 64 Cassette 





IBM PC and Compatibles | | Commodore 64 Disk. 
Spectrum Cassette Atari ST 

‘Spectrum Disk 

Amstrad CPC Cassette Ра 

‘Amstrad CPC Disk 

BBC Electron Cassette. 


BBC Disk 
мех 

Apple Macint 
Achimedes 


“ЈИ ЈИ E 


а The Stannetis. Laindon North Trade Centre, 
Basildon, Essex, 8515 6DJ Tel. No. (0268) 541126 
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complemented by well animated sprite in the foreground 


IS THE BEAST UNREAL? 


Ubi Soft have chosen to make comparisons 
between their game and Shadow of the Beast 
from Prygnosis. There are indeed similarities, 
but in a head-to-head neither game comes out 


‘on top. Beasts graphics have the edge in terms. 


‘this has allowed them to be more generous 
with detail, as well as allowing a greater 
Interaction with objects in the game. Even if the 
‘graphic sequences are not as technically 
accomplished as those in Beast, you will imme- 
diately be taken with their beauty. The 2D. 
sections have a strange ethereal quality about 
them which perfectly offsets the fast paced 30. 
sections. 


are also bonuses to be collected, often involving 
some death-defying manoeuvres if you are to 
reach them. These give you extra fire power and 
other useful ‘add-ons’ 

The 2D sections are a lot more cerebral than’ 
the 3D shoot ‘em up areas. There are a number 
of puzzles to be solved if you are to make. 
progress. Й is in these sections too that Unreals 

A sneak peek at UBI SOFT's | aute refreshing playing, so preventing boredom graphics are at their best. You will be drooling 


from setting in too езгу. each time а new screen appears - theyre that 
new arcade adventure The 30 sections involve guiding the dragon | good. 


employing both two and which you are flying around and over a fast mov. — With it's mixture of two and three-dimensional 


і і ісе "landscape while destroying as many cre» areas and a good combination of arcade type 
three-dimensional graphics ного as possbis. Fast is he operative acten and potia sog, Util one toy 











ord here — the speed that the programmers wel be a monster hit, Next month we wil of 
mpenetrable plots it seems, are de rigeur for ж 

рожні шан кие ен چ‎ eee ak тасына амы кы ч ырен Rome 
opus is no exception The storyine to Unreal. 10 Sacrifice some resolution to manage ths finished game in which we decide if Ubi Soft's 
reads ike a rather chaotic mix of ай the Disney Һм, so objects do look a litle blocky when — finest hour has arrived. 


they are in the foreground. Along the way there © Laurence Scotto 





fantasies ever written. In essence the idea is that 
you, Targan, must set out with the help of a 
friendly dragon to rescue your kidnapped ѕош- 
mate Isolde from the clutches of the Protector of 
ЕМІ. You are aided by an old magician (the 
defeated Protector of Good). 

The game has nine sections in ай, five of 
these are head-on 3D sections interlaced with 
four 2D parallax scrolling sections. Having two 
very different graphical approaches within the 
зате game makes for some interesting and 




















їч the 30 sequence your dragon ts «еп dwarfed by the huge 
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MIKE READ'S РОР 
QUIZ 

Spectrum Cassette £2.99 

CBM 64 Cassette £2.99 
Amstrad Cassette £2.99. 
RELEASE DATE 25th July 1990 


© 1988 Ee бумене Lid 


SUPERTRUX 


Spectrum tte £2.99 
СВМ 64 С 


RELEASE DATE 11th July 1990 


O 1988 Fue Systeme Lad 


ten involving 


ај are to - 5 WANDERER 
e power and І y Spectrum Cassette £2.99 
- СВМ 64 Cassette £2.99 
мерга! than j Amstrad Cassette £2.99 
€ a number | RELEASE DATE 11th July 1990 
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Elite Systems Limited Anchor House, Anchor Road, Aldridge Walsall West Midlands 
WS98PW England Telex: 336130 ELITEG Consumer hot! (0922) 743408 
































RELEASE BOX 


ATARI ST 
AMIGA 
SPECTRUM 


АЛ. 


Join the Astro Marine 
Corps and mash aliens Pese etn, eet ort jt e 
with DINAMIC 


calf The ANG Is the ony ouiit n па 


064/128 
AMSTRAD 
































Shooting pickup pods reveals a selection of —— backgrounds outstanding parallax. Together they 
different equipment - anything from triple shot add a bit of extra spice to what's essentially а 
and energy to the electrically charged all ick but straightforward shoot ‘em up. Carefully 
powerful TED (Totally Effective Discharge). A few graded difficulty (unusual for Dinamic who have 





for making their software incredibly 
resentation and punchy sound 
mparativel 


h checking out 


shots and the b 
rms, Viscous Beings, е 
level aliens - are splattered all 

Graphically it all has a very designer look; 
programmers Creepsoft are parti 
the size of some of their enemy sprite: 


ee WIPEOUT • 


sym 


Get djwn fo some creative intention, in the words of Paul Smith, (ШЕ 
A ~ D, is to provide ‘original innovative and fun BR 
Intergalactic Surfin’ Мн кесин наны 


with GONZO GAMES Wipe Out draws inspiration from Disneys NEN 


Tron, which featured two light cycles racing 

G around an enclosed course, leaving barriers in ай 
tear 

some original 


est of the enemy army - Killer 
big, mean, er 


1 your sh 








original blaster into 














^ Hot Haas | 








Games started Ме as development 








Viz Design, writing conversions and ^ their wake: the aim was to trap the opponent ES 





ith your trail whilst making sure you didn't ge 1 
elf. tak 
tort is virtually the same, except ай 
you have the ability to speed up, jump, шп E 
sharply or slightly and pick up orbs that bestow 91 
useful powers. Play is either against a human 

у in the intergalactic hoverboard | ІШ 
p. 

по smalltime competition: there are ДІВО 
over 1,000 stars in the galaxy, each with its the 
‘own league, and eight different alien г the 
each with unique playing styles. T à 
chance to bet on races — win and you could buy 50 
yourself а new board or turbo boost! Your ch 
ultimate aim is to qualify for the All Time Greats ШМ 
Tournament at the centre of the Galaxy 


trapped you 

















opponent 
champion 




















{aca up ta some real opponents the game ен кв тысы y 
е graphically outstanding. Winning өт just а case af © Gordon Houghto 0 
pega iras рте hame е аше riak y want ія 

st 
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conversion! The graphics 
playability hard but ^a chal 
елде for that. A very solid and play 
‘original coin-op surviving intact 
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A. Yow unt have te Rane а BE af puts. Wade in өмі Keep Мана 





SOLDIERS 


Coin-op giants Electrocoin slot into the computer 
games market with a con-version of their own 


ПМЕ 


Р: fines for coinop shoot ‘em ups come 
р. о, but the old whizzing your 


heroes through time riff never fais. 
Lately the term shoot 'em up has become 
synonymous with something which is a waste of 





arcade smash 





мі Smith, time, Obviousy there are а lot more original == 
e and fun genres of game around these days, but the 

phrase “JUST а shoot 'em up” has been used TIME TRAVEL NOW POSSIBLE! 
Dine more than once in certain mags | could mention p ше 





But here is а shoot 'em up that restores your 
























с р hres ons 
barriers in faith in the old vertically walking and shooting ‘er time. Up until now It has always been thought 
impossible. But ә recent article in з professional 

oponent. | Scenaro, ‘som ein 

i didn't get n this popular SNK/Electrocoin game you ттері ane eere denti 
take the part of two guys, Yohan and Ben that time travel is possible! All you need, 

е, except {although I've only ever seen one player in this apparently, is a wormhole in space. 

тр um ne) нію must penetrate the end stronghold uL CLTC SEES 

that bestow f to fescue ther felow "Seven Earth Commandos Per eren mda nter 

ta human Gylend has scattered them through time and you when they see it. hop in one end and SLURP! you're in Alpha. 

erboard must guide our heroles) through the many Time Warriors was a cert for a conversion, Centauri. The time travel trick I, they say, that 
herent ne zones to rescue them and svete beng сопе of эл uous ht Butt wuld САНА to eer panne 

there are ‘cosmos. Oh yes, and at the end you get to beat һауе been easy, as an obvious seller, to just blip | а sume place for travel in time. That is to say, 

һ with its (һе crap out of Gylend too. If you're hard enough, it off and not bother about the quality of the you could dive into the wormhole and arrive back 

races, that is. ame. But the quality is there, with a lot of well €t the same spot some time before you left. 

sevena | Тепакоп hat some games ме good and drawn graphes, atmospheric sound and smooth |g aslo ramen of a erie 

u could buy some are rubbish is down to the old playability tive play. A bit more trouble could have is enormous. For example, to keep the throat of 








Chestnut. You have to balance ай the elements 
the game, to make them into an entertaining 
hole. And that is what Electracoin have obvious 
У realised when making their first forays into the 
izzy world of home computer games. They 
now a thing ог two about coin under 
Standable they know what's hot and what's not 



























ics like for hiscore 


such a tunnel open wide enough to allow a large 
‘space ship through it is something like the. 
pressure at the core of a neutron star! 

Н you want to learn more about Wormholes and 
travelling in time, check out "Wormholes, Time 
‘Travel And Quantum Gravity” by lan Redmount, 
published in New Scientist on 28th April 1990. 
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BATTLE OUTR 





























Стоте ore a wetproven 
formula for success, and while they never 
Seem to get any more original, they do get more 
playable by the year. System Three, with their 


нчө has tons of өше 























fist release independent of Activision have come 
up with a game, which relies оп welkworn 
themes but knocks spots off the competition. 
The hero of the piece, Flimbo, 15 quite a 
stocky де character in а baseball cap. His huge 
head and round eyes make him look like one of 
those characters from Japanese comic strips 
His task is to enter the grounds of Dandruf 
Manor and rescued his kidnapped girlfriend 
Pearl from the clutches of the wicked Von 
Dandrufl The evil mad scientist is planning to 
use Pearly in a rejuvenation experiment, leaving 
fim young and healthy and her... well let's hope 


you dont find out. 

What his quest ent 1g about 
between platforms shooting and avoiding alien 
ina Way you've seen in many other games 
before this one, What you haven't seen before is 
the attention to detail in both backgrounds and 
Sprites, and the quality of animation. Тһе cute 
ness factor of all the sprites goes right off the 
top of the scale, and let me tell you, 
them are weird. 

The game is divided into 
ot which has to be conquered if you are 
Pearly in time. Time is the operative word here 
The seconds are constantly ticking away so you 
сай afford t about aimlessly. Your 
target on each level is te 
component letters of a magic word that tra 
ports you to the next level. This is 
Searching fora particular type of creature ind 
cated onthe status panel at the bottom of the 
screen. 

The scrolls must be taken back to the shop. 
each time you find one, and here you can also 
spend some of the cash you have earned by 
shooting Von Dandruff's creatures. Ext 
power is available if you have a little cash, or, f 





hopp 











several levels, each 


to reach 














collect scrolls with 


done by 























More extravagant amounts you can buy more 
time, an additional letter, or even the wh 
magic word (although this won't particularly 
please Fimbo's bank manager 





The пісе thing about 
ofthese bonuses may ар 
ou shoot a particular animal. This 
ou can be desperately short of time, having 
acquired only a couple of letters that make up 
the magic word, and without warning youl 
‘across а bonus with the wha 
word, thus turning an almo 
into а very hopeful one. B. 




















magic 







He, As with the scroll, these 
shop. 
Finally, what realy makes Fimbo's 0 








КЕТО screentest 
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System Three 
get cute and employ 
classic platform antics 


in their first independent 
release 


worth recommending 


its playability. The 
rol you have over the central 











character is superb (an aspect of gameplay not 

be underestimated - it has ruined many 
games before). This game is going to have an 
instant and universal appeal ~ the only platform 
game I've seen to date to rival it is Millenum's 
Kid Gloves. 








System 3 began life as a publisher in 1983. Their. 
est product was Deathstor interceptor. released 
in 1994. in 1906, with some strong titles in the 
offing. the company struck з deal with Activision 
ло distribute its products. The first game to be 
released under this set-up was Twister, an шпа 
‘game with distinctive 3D graphics. Further hits, 
like The Last Ninja, followed closely. in 1989 











the company's first independant release since 
1986. Now System 3 is set to go from strength to 
strength with forthcoming releases of Last Ninja 
З and international Karate Deluxe. 


ovanceo comes trame 5. 



































Воен ert ant wen ou 
thought it was safe to open a magazine, four 
thousand ads for soccer games drop into your 
lap. Yes, its the soccer sily season again, and 
any software house with one finger and half a 
brain has been busily programming a super 
soccer hit to surprise and delight. Of course 
they all have to go some to beat every man and 
his dog's favourite computer footy game, Kick 
Off, but as David Coleman always say: 
“footballers need hurdles”. So let's look at some 
of the front runners, or should that be 'hurdlers 
and see what they have in store for us in the 
coming months, 


WORLD CUP 
SOCCER 


Virgin's official attack... 




















World Cup Soccer is of course "The only official 
World Cup game" as it blarps from every ad, 
complete with the pukka Italia "90 liconce allsort 
тап and ball logo. This game is a real Italian 
meal of graphics and sounds. There are screens 
for every aspect of the game, and sampled 
sounds (especially prominent if you have а 1 
Meg Amiga) of all kinds fill the air. But yknow 
somehow the game itself is a trifle wooden, as 
compared with the likes of the agreed yardstick 
in these matters, Kick Off If it ain't as smooth. 
and playable as Kick Off, then it's not going to be 
any сор. 








Not much to this game, really, with 
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46 коулисто computer enterament 


In the run up to the World 
Cup, ACE looks at the 
recent rash of football 
games which have sprung 
up through the turf 


It is more of a ‘licensed’ game than the others, 
50 you can expect it to be more of a simulation 
of the spectacle rather than a really hot game. It 
falls into the by now typical footie format, with a 
overhead view and auto player 
activation, depending on who's nearest the ball 
Only trouble is, unlike Kick Off, it doesn't have a 
miniradar map of the whole pitch. At times this 
can lead to moments of panic as the computer 
goes onto the attack and you're not entirely sure 
where you are on the pitch and what you've got 
in the way of defence. And although you choose 
which team you want to play, unlike Italy 1990 
you can't choose which players play in which 
positions. 












Sales of the game are assured, however, 50. 
what else will people 

World Cup game (hopefully), plus the obligatory 
wall chart and potted history of the World Cup. 
Оһ yes, and a box. The game comes on one disk 
on the Amiga and C64, and two on the ST to 
cater for 400K drive users. (You'd have thought 
everyone would have upgraded by now, but stil 


и for their money? А 

















£60 is ak уте people.) 
The Amiga version comes in two flavours, опе 
of which has all the sexy sampled sounds 





stripped out to allow the game to run in 512K 
machines. (Again it makes you wonder how many 
people still run 512K Amigas in this day and 
age.) For all the advertising and hype, the game 
remains a little slow for our taste, and t 

puter stil doesn't play fair. The best game 
you'l get out of WCST90 is in two player mode, 
but then t er 
made. 




















hat goes for every footy game 











GOAL 


ELE] 
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ITALY 1990 


and US GOLD'S 
unofficial defence 





Although not official, US Gold have made a very 
playable solution to the problem of having to 
come up with a World Cup computer game. 
Although not nearly as flashy or as, well, ‘official 
as the Virgin game, it does make a splendid 
effort to be faster and more enjoyable, using ће 
standard top-down view, autoactive player 
selection that we ve seen almost everywhere. 
еке 

There's one major drawback, however ~ you 
canit play two player in the World Cup itself, only 
in friendlies’, ог practice games. And as we said 
just now, the whole point about footy games is 
their ability to draw two humans into the 
proceedings, thereby making sure that BOTH 
players, not just the computer, get to have a 
shot at goal 

Another problem is there was no real stopping 
for half time to rest and chew over what the first 
half had been doing to you. If you had a sneezing 
fit just before halftime you could miss the 
division, and be shooting at your own goal for 


ponts there for really basic design 
What about the rest of the g 





cof nteruptions for support graphic 
hicks and corners are the only time: 


Pointed out with other games, the с 
does seem to cheat quite a lot, and 
to have similarly digital reflexes to t 
Computer on its way to goal, and wir 
real problem with computer soccer 


games and that’s an end to it. 
Inside the box you get a rather att 


‘groupings and prospects, plus a піс 
tva qua, Isn't it clever how they m; 





5. Goals, gc 


reiterated enough. They only work as 


Fle Of Facts on the world cup, its player: 





five minutes before you notice, So, it drops a few 


slips, But 


itself? 
The game plays quite fast, with the minimum 


s you get to 


See another angle and these are pretty much 
preset, so its nice to have a rest, As 





ompi 

you'd have 

acke the 

in! This is a 

and can't be 
wo player 





tractive | 





е little footy 
аде you say 


Flolax using diferent words, eh? Anyway, this 


те thick booklet gives you all kinds ої 


interesting information, ike if you re 
the lines you discover the fact that 


ad between 


Czechoslovakia is fielding more players with 


mmes ending in K, C and У than any other squad 


Inthe games. But not bad value for 
soccer riva. 








(ыу So al things considered this is a very neat 

to package, with lots of features, which hits the 

f Spot every ime. The playing is fun, the league а 

саг chalenge and the support graphics appropriate 

d and prety. Obviously we have to say the 

T Customary ‘not as good as Kick Off bit, but then 
What is? Kick Of 2? Check out pages 36 and 37 

3 обо out 

you 

опу 

said 

sis 

н 
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ping 

first 

ezing 
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68 pages of 














TREBLE 
CHAMPIONS 


„апа CHALLENGE 
SOFTWARE adopt 
unconventional tactics 





This is one of the few new football management 
games to make an appearance in recent months, 
with only the shy and retiring Kevin “Addictive” 
Toms’ Football Manager World Cup Edition for 
company. It focuses firmly on the managerial and 
financial framework behind the game rather than 
the actual act of playing a game of football. The 
matches in the tournament are shown as text on 
the screen, so по netripping goals to be found 
here. But this one's а grower 

After the initial grappling with th 
what it is you're supposed to be at, you soon get 
buried in the ате and it becomes feverishly 
addictive. This is one for the strategists among 
you, rather than players who crave a bit more 
action 

We can just see your face. You don't 
а program that has no graphics could be 
fab. Мей, its true. All computer games used 
е text to interface with your imagination 
even fight simulators used to be made this way. 
Okay so it's an archaic way to get a computer 
program to give you its data, but it's а valid опе 
Although not exciting to look at, Treble 
Champions deserves to be taken seriously. 

You have control of your team in the league, 
being able o alter their attributes and therefore 
their chance of survival. You have four divisions 
of 20 teams plus a non league division of 20 
teams, all of whom have their own attributes and 
player tactics. Ай the games on any Saturday are 
played at once, so you get a full results service. 
You get full details and attributes on over 1500 
players, and not only do you have to balance the 
books, but you have to decide who to play and at 
what position, You also get to do transfers 
coaching and all the other fun things that go with 
Tunning a professional football club. Including 
paying the bank manager at the end of the 


























text to see 







































month. What this is really roleplaying, 
The ате is light on the animated graphics, 
freebies and colourful inducements that the 





others have, but heavy on undiluted tactical 
variables, ike training and finance. You have 
control of literally EVERY aspect of the team, 
which again makes it unsuitable for the 
type of person who wants to be up and 
Tunning in a few minutes. If we have 
any crits at ай, it's that more бте 
could have been spent tarting it up, 

a little bit. A few more graph 

n rather than 
rather boring green/white/cyan 
affair. Otherwise, it's а good produ 
which deserves а place їп the league. 




















the graphic in the game wouldn't 
particularly tax а Sinclair Spectrum, the 
Sezai elements mae tn gop grr 
‘vith the mare serious player. Although there 
пи ‘founds and the odd sereen 


raph The pame i mest er ied 
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to the credits) the only World Cup Game written 
by italians. The home team have gone for the 
Cinemaware approach, it seems, with graphics 
and sounds а mundo. Playability is hard 
gauge without being able to play it, but И looks. 
very slick, and if it plays as well as It looks then 
league lender Kick OH may be heading for the. 
early bath. 





ју ту“ 
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screentest та 


. TRACON/ 
КАРСОМ 





FF сона нота you ca 








simultaneously! 
Tracon and Rapcon simulate civilian and 
military Air Traffic Control respectively. Both 
тепсе ће strar 





programs allow you to е 





and stresses of Terminal Radar Approach 











Control. This is the 
Бе for guiding aircraft in and 
before handing ther th 
tower or surrounding centre 

The job boil 
aircraft that are crossing your зі 
oring aircraft іп to land, and clearing aircraft for 
take off then guiding them out of your airspace, 
and all the while keeping them apart 

Hit so 
very heavyweight simulation of a heavyweight 
job. After ten n of play you will begin to 
feel sorry for ATC operators who have to do it 
for real (| managed to make two airliners collide 


AUTOMATED ATC 


The core routines in TRACON and RAPCON are 
‘based around a mainframe program written in 
1977 by robert B. Wesson. As well эя simal 
ating the movement of air traffic and the rele- 
‘vant ATC systeme, it also automatically resolved 
separation conflicts (defined as two оғ more air 
craft coming within 3 miles horizontally andor 
1000 feet vertically). When tested by profes: 
sional controllers it was judged to perform 
better than human ATC personnel. Dr Wesson 

| went on to develop the AERA system. which has 

| become an integral part of modern American 
ATC systems. 


ction of Air Traffic Со 








wn to three t 









ds easy, believe me, it isn't. This is 























MINDSCAPE/WESSON 
INTERNATIONAL 

bring Air Traffic Control 
into the home 


Personally | found a combination 
both methods was the best way to manipulate 
aircraft smoothly - use the mouse to select 
targets quickly and the keyboard to input 
accurate values. That way the speed of 

mu 1 is not much slower tha 











hese simulations go beyond being mere 
ames ~ and that just might be the problem wi 
m for some (especially younger) players. ВИ 
f you want to get fir d knowledge of air 
traffic control, this is the safest way to do it. ТИ 


programs succeed brilliantly in evoking the sh 
terror of a difficult situation, Experien 
niss, and you won't want to do it again! 

© Laurence Scot 
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GENOLYN 15 PREGNANT AGAIN... 
.. AND JUST WAFF TILL YOU | 
MEET THE KIDS! 
























































‘screentest KENTIA 





RESOL 


city. Crime is in control. 
wasteland, a powerles: 
hope, Fight fire with fir 














against active criminal, Rez 101. A deal for the 
future, a chance for freedom. 

Resolution 101, sub-section (a): "It is 
passed as law that, from the 19th January 2038, 


any offender held within a State or Federally 
owned prison of the United States of Ne 
America, wishing 
Government for any pa: 
been judged gu 
amnesty through the successful applicati 

and completion of a State Sheriff's Termin 
ation Warrant. These Warrants shall only 

ог the termination of the most 
highly dangerous criminals in the 








о receive amnesty from the 


crimes that he/she ha: 





of, may receive his/her 











United of New America 
Мені classed type "А only’, 
They call me Crusader 





Incarcerated on a 
amputated my partner 





ight technicality - fd 
spleen with a 
the State 
Sheriff's Termination Warrant would gain me an 





atic - completion 












amnesty. | tasted freedom. | was hungry for 
Raw and ruthless, | quickly terminated tw 
‘major drug dealers — Toby Komazuki on the 


Eastside and Johnny Psyclops in the Souther 
Boulevards. Now was cruising West Side in my 
heta 4000 ground skimmer vehicle on Search 
and destroy. My target, Lord Сататне, dealt a 
fastline in genetic drugs. Osaka biote 
had created subcellular codes to transmute your 
DNA-binding in realtime. Spice with 
My Theta 4000 was fitted with extra 
are required by the Departmen 
Defence to have an offensive unit fitted to their 
vehicle. Every citizen must b 
defending themselves 
automacgun comes free of charge thanks to а 
government subsidie. if you've got the tech: 
nology, you've got the edge. My edge was a 
Supercharged Nucleocatalysed Kevluminum 
Booster Pack for my turbo-th 
0 horsepower takes me up to 
































Why dos the character өп the CHTV link lnk tke Andy Sith? 





the ntu 
ler five se inal velocity on 
ж ge Supplied 




















ee | 
"ш 





Three automacgun, Class Two vertical spray 


annon, Class One Heat Seeker Missile Laur 
her. Auto lock-on, unlimited ammo. Nothing to 
get hung about, silicon yields forever 

Turning a corner, my dashboard came alive 





Vidscreens bopped to the beat of red blips. The 
шп Complete warning light flashed before my 
eyes. | rushed to the drug runner. C 
respon іс mistake, Robot snipers gave it 
their best shot. 

| was still kicking but Га taken some serious 
damage. The fibreglass armour patch with 

lamage sensitive membrane underlay was down 
to а quarter. My construct was about to destruct. 
And | was heading for a matt black ‘death’ 
anister at 650kph. Emergency evasive res 
ponse. Jolt, flash, nothing. 

My International Vehicle Insurance Corpor 
redit was at zero rating, Last chance. $500 
New American Dollars would buy me the best 
sole cowboy on the circuit, eager to hack up 
ту credit rating on the МІ Corp database. The 
trouble was, | didn't have 55000. 

woke up in hospital, | couldn't move. Воду 
snatchers had done a job on те. Somewhere an 
ld rich guy was walking around with my young 
cheap heart. | was burntout. Life would be hard 
back in the State Реп. 











































© Rik Haynes 
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телі colonials quaint? No sooner do they 

leave this green and pleasant land for 
some faraway, inhospitable shore, when they 
start getting stroppy. Well, within a hundred 
years or so they do, anyway. 

‘And so the scene is set, in the Thirteen 
Colonies of British America, around 1770. One 
of the most powerful imperial countries is milking 
you dry, you don't get ће vote and there's а 
rumour that something called the Poll Tax is 
coming in, Surely this calls for - Revolution 

Revolution ‘76 is a detailed - and therefore 
fairly complex - military, economic and diplo- 
matic simulation of the American War of Indepen- 
dence. This shindig started around 1775 and 
ended with the signing of the Treaty of Paris on 
January 1783, Just in case you didn’t know it, 
we lost. 

Before you even get near to booting up the 
machine, itis necessary to read both the Hist 
опса! Perspective and the Players’ Referenc 
manual. Ру into this one without the research 
and you haven't got a hope. 

Game designer and programmer Ed Bever 
writes the 64 page Perspective. Its certainly the 
most cogent historical text Гуе read in many 
years. К gives the historical background for the 
reasons behind the unrest in the Americas, and а 
blow by blow account of the action itself. But 
тоге importantly, it explains the political back 
ground, the economics of running а revolution 
and how diplomacy with other European powers 
played a major part in the long term victory over 
the Brits. Reading makes you wonder why there 
is supposedly a "special relationship" between 
the UK and the US, when it was the French that 
bailed them out original! 

The game itself is played on a strategic level 
within the Thirteen Colonies of the Americas 
(split up into 4 areas: New England, Middle 
Atlantic, Chesapeake and Carolinas) with turns 


REVOLUTION 


Fed up with the Poll Tax? 
Why not simply declare 
Independence. All you 
need to do is wage a full 
scale war against the 
English throne... 

aided and abetted by 
BRITANNICA SOFTWARE 





lasting a whole year. You start off controlling the. 
revolutionary fraction. So does one simply unveil 
one's sabre and have at it? No - this is not, repeat 
not anything like a simple wargame. First off you 
have to Organise. Set up a provisional govern 
ment, raise money, recruit troops, conduct 
diplomacy, reform the economy - and stil find 
time to declare independence. 





‘renin You e Jan red yoursel from thas ему pol tat 


This takes careful planning and thought. The 
user interface for the game - mouse driven and 
graphically pleasing, with attractive maps, charts 
and bitmaps - tries to make it easy for you by 
leading you stage by stage through a turn, but 
the complexity of the thing will be offputting for 
some, while fascinating for others. It has to be 
said that the vast arrays of 
information that are put before 
you can be unattractive and a bit 
confusing. 

If there's one myth that this. 
game explodes to the full, its that 
war is all about fighting battles. 
Battles are about combat and 
there's much more to warfare 
than simply slugging it out. In this 
game, warfare is dealt with in a 
strategic sense, at province level, 
concentrating on key towns. 

But to keep the army in the. 
field, (and the navy on the waves) 
you have to have the support of 
the people. That means a whole 
load of things. You have to have. 
popular leaders. Each area and 
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faction has to feel it is being represented in 
some way 

You also need money. How do you get money? 
You print it Printing too much causes inflation, so 
what do you have to do? Raise taxes! Raise the 
mortgage rate. Does this start to sound familar! 

After recruiting, the campaigning itself is а far 
from а doddle, with having to keep an eye on 
factors such as supply and morale, Remember, i 
you alienate a general, he may well defect 
something that actually happened when Benedict 
Arnold did a runner and took the King's Shiling. 

It has to be said, even after quite some play, | 
feel ike Ive not even scratched the surface of 
this title, Criticisms are few а campaignonly. 
‘option would have been nice, or an introductory 
level of play to get you into the basic mechanics. 
of the thing. 

Right now, | just feel a humble admiration for a 
designer who has set out to show what running a 
war is truly about and at least halfway suc 
ceeded, Yes, Revolution 76 is complex, but 
given the scope of its brief, the game is as 
manageable as it can be. 

Students of this period must buy a copy - if 
you are into military matters and want to find 
different perspective on warfare, again you 
should get hold of a copy. Having said that -it 
won't be everybody's cup of tea. 


© John Cook 
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SIM CITY TERRA 


EDITOR 


INFOGRAMES give you a 


second chance to play God 


С Manes seer to be becoming quite 
popular these days. With the arrival of 
machines with large memories, great graphics 
and good sound it has been possible to turn the 
text based management/strategy games of o 
into all-singing all-dancing programs in which 
your creations are shown in all their graphical 
splendour 

Programs like Sim City, and Bullfrog's 
Populous represent the ultimate in this type of 
game, although Debut from Incentive (see 
preview elsewhere in this issue) looks set to 
surpass both of them by letting you run a whole 
planet 

If your copy of Sim City has been consigned 
to the shelf recently then Infogrames are now 
giving you an opportunity to revive it with their 
Sim City Terrain Editor, The program allows you 
to shape your own terrains by placing tes of 


BOMBER 


Activision lower your life 
expectancy yet further 
with additional missions 
for Bomber fans 





RELEASE BOX 


AMIGA 
IBM PC 
APPLE МАС 


‘Update scenario disk, эбе for Boner 
‘owners ony. 
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dirt, water, trees, and so forth. You can also 
decide on the prominent form for each 
landscape 

Existing cities can be loaded in and modified, 
You can even strip them of all unnatural (ie 
manmade) features. If you don't want to modify 
эп existing city, but are too lazy to create one 
from scratch then the program can generate а 
random landscape. Rather than just placing tiles 
willy nily the program actually creates a feasible 
landscape with realistic forests, waterways, and 
plains. 











If you are in a creative mood you can paint the 
tiles onto a window that shows a magnified 
section of the city. This initially creates a very 


MISSION 





Never came эст anything Ihr that in Domber, did you? 





scenarios for existing programs. It also 
for them — BMD will set you back £14.99, 
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blocky looking landscape, but there is a 
smoothing function that rounds of the square 
comers, giving rivers and wooded areas а more 
realistic feel. 

The authors have also included a set of new 
readymade cities on the disk, but even with 
these the price is a little steep for what you get 
After all, the addon disk for Populous contained 
500 new lands for only £9.99 (and even that 
was too expensive). This is still worth a look 
however, if you are a major fan of Sim City and 





are beginning to exhaust ай the possibilities 
© Laurence Scotford 


own), The BMD simply 
replaces Disk 2 of the 
original product 





Activision's intention here 
was to offer Bomber pilots 
not only more missions but 
also a greater challenge, 
50 various minor 
refinements have been 
made to the program that 
taken together, should give 
most bombers а stiff run 
for their money. In terms of 
the original game, BMD 
comes in at about level 8 in 
difficulty and includes such 
as submarines, 
larger farm buildings to pot 
at, mobile m/cs, and 
comms bases to wipe out. The Target Recon 
function has also been tweaked, so that it 
doesn't zoom in as close as it did before, making 
attack a itle more dificult 

There's no doubt that Bomber fans will 
welcome this, but as with the Sim City addon, 
there are some reservations about the price 
© Steve Cooke 
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Ninja Turtle fever 
could hit Britain's 
micros any minute. 
ACE grabbed a copy of 


the game that's 








еу Michaelangelo, Donate 
T Raphael, and Leonardo ~ probably t 
group of turtles every to be named after 


lassical Italian painters, and ce 
one's to power-up on pizza and wield nin 
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screentest (ЛІ 


ROTOX 


| US GOLD's revolutionary 
Rotoscape game has us 
going round in circles 


cording to the designers of Rotox, space 
А сте мие wi be chocaboe wih werd 
floating structures. Not only that, but hordes of 
invading aliens have taken over these floating 
structures, Time for you to strap on your 
pressure suit and step out into the nothingness 
Тһе game has you playing an advancec 
Cybernetic creation fated to rid these puzzling 
structures of the infesting aliens. This can 
be done by solving one plane at a time. 
Each plane is made up of nine 
unconnected s. The idea is to 
Clear one section, which wil then 
connect to another. Once all 
nine are c 
elerated toward the next 






































onnected and clear you 





plane. 
Clearing a section involves killing any 
nasties which may inhabit it, such as the 
enormous space snakes, which have 
destroyed section by section, or the го 
carriers which, when shot, let loose half a dozen 








o be 





MIRRORSOFT booked the 
rides, but who's buying 
the candy floss? 


agic Canyon Park has everything your 
typical happy go-ucky cheeky, quirky, 
All-American teenager could want – excitem 





nt 


























danger, and the added touch of a few fatal 
You begin logically, at the entrance to this 
fairly normal looking funfair. Normal, that is 





apart from the total absence of people. In front 
of you are three upright cabinets. The first is а 
Zoltan wishing machine. Next to that is а 
Bagatelle machine, and f 
machine. 

There are three sections, and hidden within 
these sections are a total of eight demons which 
have to be brought back to the Zoltan 
machine. Each looks and plays completely 
different to ther. 
The first level, Dragonw 

as а barbaric warrior, who 

leap, run, er leap and run and did 
1 mention he could also run followed 
by a leap? Guide your warrior in his 
very limited way around the sideview 
mult-scroling caverns, looking for objects to 
help him in his quest while avoiding obstacle and 
enemy alike 

Find and use the sleeping potion, and you 
enter Dreamworld, an unreal and incredibly 
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The combined use of vectors and 
Sprites coupled with the impressive 
‘rotation system make Rotox staggering 
Yo look at. although to begin with the 
Controls are a litle too fiddiy. How 
пала sat games, they become 
Second nature after practice and prove 
that Rotor is a gem and a half Do not 





Your Cybernetic alter ge falis towards the Лен net of 


ГЕГІ + 


яняса : 905 


мө 7 
расе fl ting any items that you 
may be ough to find, such as homing 
RELEASE BOX missiles or a jet pack. 
The last is possibly the most useful item in the 





AMIGA 
ATARIST 19.990 
вс 124,99dk 
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game. Why? Because even though you are in 
space and there's no gravity, you can still fall to 
your death - just take at look at the screenshots 
on this page to see how hairy some of the 
situations аге. When you consider that the 

ls allow you just to rotate and push 

wards, sometimes keeping yourself on that 
thin little tightrope ble, The jet 
pack gives you limited flying ability, allowing you 
to step out into space without dying. 

The game is very tough to play at first, but 
be very rewarding, and of course 
(5 worth playing just to experience Rotoscape 
Rotoscape is an extraordinary new 
graphics systems. Through clever use of filed 
vectors and rotated sprites, USG have come up 


m 
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no other versions planned 
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with а game that wil make your hangover slightly 
less bearable. If swirling colours and flashing 
psychedelic blobs are your thing, then this is the 





Бате for you! 
Tony Dillon 


THEME PARK 


Top quality graphics and animation, 
mined with some pretty weird FX make 
ust watching Theme Park Mystery an 
experience. Couple this with game; 
that just doesn't tire you and a 
plot ond you have з winni 


Gui. 
A 7 


СН 880 
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по other versions planned. 


AMIGA му 


ATARI ST ту 





Finally you rea 
of a не 
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nitely a bad idea to 
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stand up. After all, y ant to be hit by 
the guided 
Theme Park Mystery ricately 
me. You can, if you wish, play it as a 
aight arcade game wi After зі 
then you ge for the 









ider that an insult 
d exciting game. 





signer A fascinating 


at will keep you slightly by the 


and one 





and playing. 
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ІВМ PC VGA SCREEN SHOTS 


Millennium, Chancery House 
107 St Pauls Road, London М1 2NA 








IN JUST 200 years the Earth is controlled by the TV networks and defence 
industries. The ultimate TV phenomenon is coverage of the military olympics. 
and the ultimate event is "Ground Defence’. Gladiators man deadly стой, their 
mission to protect the communication tracks and ground installations 

Their gool ond yours - is о be knighted ‘Defender of the Ground! 


ThunderStrike is 3D orcade action, using solid polyhedrons and solid relief 
techniques to create а breathtaking contoured landscape. With super-smooth 
3D scrolling the gladiator’s craft hunts and attacks the enemy vessels in deadly 
low-flying combat. The action is tracked by a camera following close on the tail 
of the player's craft, whether flying along a trench or hugging the undulating 
contours of the ground. 


= Spectacular graphics - fully light-source shaded solid 3D vectors 
{in 256 colours on VGA) 


» Choose to pilot a variety of sleek Defender class fighters 
< Heads-up display featuring rodor 
displays and weapon indicators 
» Various weapon’ pick-ups, shield 
drones and turbo thrusters ji ht geass 
е Watch the TV ratings go up as the 
action gets hotter! 
© Available from the end of June 1990 for С 


the Atari ST, Commodore Amigo (£24.99) 
and the IBM PC (EGA/VGA) (£29.99) MILLENNIUM 
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ELECTRONIC... 


software war is 


hotting up as new software 

and hardware companies 

enter the arena. ACE checks 
e out the latest contenders... 


ASSAULT CITY | 


Sega's shades of Robocop 


NA rol 


епішу domestic 





pin back 














piece of household furniture 
reading and high 
TV set. у 
Whether ог not this is an a 


for the future of Zan 
remains to be seen but or 
clear. Malfunctioning droids who turn from 
docile slaves into homi 
likely to continue to бо 
games scene, eve 
the first rule of 





between technology and co 
lead to a more intelligent ш 
future. 5 
to lve. 
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R.C. GRAND 
PRIX 


Chasing the laurel 
garlands by remote 
control 

he RC stands for remote control and is 


| 1 опе of America's fastest growing sport 


with many individual and racing teams receiving 
sponsorship to take part in gran 
exactly the same way as do the drivers of their 
larger counterparts in the Formula One Circuit 

RC races take part in large fields or car park 
where the minitracks are laid out with all the 
twists and turns and chicanes that you nee 

an exciting grand prix in miniature. This 

game simulates some of the fun and is at 
(5 best in a multiplayer format - with up to four 
players each controlling his or her own car. Cash 
prizes are awarded for placings and this money 
ап be used at a later stage to buy extra 
'omponents to soup up your racer. 

The game has similar appeal to the coinop 
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make 














er Sprint, featuring а complete image of your 
ar as it makes its way around the track а 
‘opposed to speeding tarmac in 30 -through the- 
windscreen games. The trouble with this is that 
the graphics are fairly basic as a result - when 
the game really needed some of the detail of the 
cars to lend it realism 

The additional equipment is a bit disa 
offering little discernible difference t 
overall performance of the car. It wa 
that Sega didn't take the opportunity to. 
some features that the real remote control 
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Grand Prix represents а 
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soccer, and ice hockey in particular 


passing. Unie: 


по! approve of this at ай, but 


ШИДІ screentest 


stand or 
well they perform in one category, 
this manoeuvre can be crisply 
then the simulation is likely to 

to а tangled mess of colliding players 





with the ball lost somewhere in between. The 





requently happens in the real world 
relevant to the creation of an 


entertaining video game. 
Shot manages passing well enough and 





nice extras to add to the fun. If two 
involved in a particularly drawn out 
or the ball а cameo will come up 





showing them slugging it out. This provides a 





ide of beat ‘em up where you have 
апу punches as you can to win the 





t's governing body would probably 

as all fans will tell 
ockey wouldn't be ice hockey with 
Sega also feature the now more or 





less standard slow motion replay when a point 





has been sc 
inter 
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Sega skate on thin ice соге md pr 
T ees ovine interest in or but it's pert 
across Europe and the gan rush out and 





itself quite well t 
creen. How doe: 
Most team 
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he computer of course keeps 
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t wil not disappoint sports sim fans, 
ар not the best new Sega game to 
d buy for the rest of us. 
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ie ers a birds aye view af the graphically detailed 


GOLFMANIA 


The Nineteenth Hole is a 
Cartridge Slot for Sega 














choice 


know about 
Golfmania but it certainly is a most 
welcome addition to the catalogue 


from the gam 
r long or shor 
th le 





tooth. It 
abundan 
forward yet e 








bit ike golf itself 
The animated arcade part of the gam 

is a simple holebyhole excercise involving 
moving a cursor with the joy pad in the directi 
of the hole, pressing the ‘that'll do button’ whe 
an animated shot strength needle re the 





degree of wh 
Nothing could 


K that you 











e simpler. Т 
judging ju 
ball, making 
an eye on wind speed, traje 
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BATTLE 
OUTRUN 


Sega’s Ferrari fantasy 
runs and runs 











| LAND MORE 16-BITS 


Virgin have now confirmed that the Sega. 


теу won't. 
Semen ен үші! 
now need to give a definite yer or 

m clean and 











nete the mobile garage. What extras can yn afford for 
our Testarossa? Hoo about some July ice 

The scenery is good...but not that good. The 
Golden Gate Bridge looks like a Lego construc 
tion model and the White House appears to be 
made of pitta bread. You could forgive all this if 
there was something to the game, but ramming 
cars is a pointless excercise unless you can do it 
sideways-on, forcing them over a cliff. Battle 
ORun just repeats the Chase HQ charade where 
you keep ramming the bad guys’ motor up the 
jacksie until a few sparks appear - no dents 
which merely looks like someone lighting a 
sparkler where the ‘Careful - Baby on Board 
sticker should be. 

The saving grace, however, is the power-up 
screen. Drive into an artic wbere you can pur 
chase all kinds of extras for your Ferrari - as long 
аз you have enough dosh. Dead useful and they 
work as well 

Battle Outrun is certainly better than the 
original Master System Outrun but that is not 
really saying much. The trouble is that the game 
n is so reliant on top-notch, stateof-theart 
3D graphics which this version falls to 
The conclusion must be that, incredibly, Sega 
stil don't have a topnotch 3D racing game for 
the Master System. 
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CHASE HQ 


Smash and nab on the PC 
Engine 


f you make a simple game-by-game compar- 

ison between ай the popular consoles, the 
PC Engine is way out in front in terms of the 
range and quality of its race games. 

Chase HQ is another welcome addition to a 
range that already boasts Power Drift, Motor. 
cycle Racing, and Victory Run. 

This superb rendition of the popular Taito coin 
ор puts you at the wheel of a throaty black 
Porsche Turbo 944. You receive your instruc 
tions from Police Headquarters. From what | 
тор, Nancy at HQ says 
mething like pt the criminals that have. 
kidnapped the gir”. But it is difficult to tel 
exactly what she is saying in this version 
because she's speaking in Japanese. Fortu- 
rately, you are shown a photograph of the 
Criminal vehicle so itis pretty obvious what you 

The criminals are apprehended 
their car 
bump 
































hove got to i 





у ramn 
2 to twenty times. Each successful 
ded by a barometer that appears 
п when you make your fir 
first criminals are pretty easy to catch as 
you soon outrace their battered old car in your 
gutsy Porsche. But the chases that follow be- 
creasingly testing as the criminals are 
getaway time and 



























given a longer amount 
better vehicle: 

You need to master the 
Porsche fully. Time is of the е 
spin off the road too often you 
going to bag any bad guys. The secret is to use 
your turbo boosters sparingly. You only have 


controls of the 





ence and if you 
ге simply пої 














NINTENDO 16-BIT? 


three of them and must also learn to watch out 
for obvious road hazards that will slow you down. 





Chase is most fun when you catch up. 
with the criminals - ramming them as you АЙМ 
dodge in and out of the other cars on gf Ve 








the road with your siren blaz 
and red ‘cherry top’ flashing 
away on the roof of your 
Porsche. 

The PC Engine was designed with 
games like Chase HQ in mind and this 
fact shines through in the quality of the 
conversion. All of the jolly tunes from the 
coin-op are here and the speed, colours, and 
quality of the animation are all remarkably similar 
to the сопор original. For simple, arcade style 
racing frills and spills this is as good a game as 
you are likely to get anywhere on а home 

узет. 


У 
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FORE 


As the launch of the 
Amiga CD-TV brings 
CD based entertainment 
one step closer, ACE kicks 
off its new regular CD 
Reviews section with 

a look at the world's 
greatest golf game, 

a trip to the North Pole, 
and news of up and 
coming CD products.. 





Ithough CD still seems an aeon away for 

us Brits, we have to remember that it 
other parts of the world it is rapidly becoming а 
reality. Japan has the FM Towns and numerous 
console CD games, the USA has the NEC PC 
Engine CD market and will almost certainly ‘go 
Towns’ soon, and the world has the Amiga CD-TV 
for this autumn. And all that's without the 
massive launch of СОЧ next year. 

Hence the ACE CD Reviews section, showing 
you what's going on and keeping you right up to 
date with the best in CD Software. Along with our 
пен console section, it means that when any. 
thing new crops up in the software entertainment 
world, you'll read about it here first. 


3D GOLF 
SIMULATOR 


TE SOFT and the FM Towns have taken golf into. 
а totally new dimension. And i they can do all 
this with a set of clubs, a spot of grass, and a 
few white balls, what on earth wil they do with an 
#19 attack fighter, the skies above, and a plane 
load of heat seeking missiles! 

There have been golf games and golf games. 
From the early, side-on view of Squirrel Golf (who 
remembers that nowadays?) to the more recent 
Ultimate Golf from Gremlin, the game has devel 
‘oped into a worthy computing pastime, though it 
has been largely ignored in the UK for the last 
four years. 

But this isn't a golf game - it's a golf simul- 
ator. And that, if youll pardon the expression, is 
a whale new ball game. 

3065 plonks you down at the start of the. 
supremely prestigious Augusta National Golf 
Club. It shows you a minimap of the first hole, 
and then takes you on a flying bird's eye view of 
the landscape, showing you the lie of the land, 
the hazards and the opportunities you'll have to 
exploit if youre going to hand in a healthy score 
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card at the end. As you dive and soar around the 
terrain, the route the camera is taking is marked 
up on the minimap of the hole. Кє a stunning 
beginning to a stunning game. 

Then its time to tee up, a spot of atmosphere 
as the sampled birdsong tweets out from the 
nearby tree, and you set yourself up for the first 
wing. From then on, the detail of the program is 
5о well worked out that you could undoubtedly 
give а complete novice a thorough grounding in 
golfing practise without ever walking round а 
green. Stance, backspin, reading the green, 
putting — you name it, you'll do it in 3065. 

Quite apart from the fidelity of the graphic 
reproduction (each screen is depicted in the 








имаш manual together with a real photo of the corres: 


ponding part of the course), the super incidental 
sound effects, and the excellent vectored land. 
scape, the game also manages to push play- 
ability right through the roof. All вате gameplay 
features are extremely simple to use, yet power: 
ful in effect, There are a host of extra frills, 
ranging from an option that actually tracks the 
ball through the air during a shot to little advice 
panels that pop up with one of the course pros’ 
digitised fizzogs chattering away at you as he 
tells you how to play the shot 

There's only one drawback - 3065 is only 
available for the FM Towns at present. But it's an 
excellent indicator of the sort of software we can 
expect from the new generation of CD machines 
that are about to hit the UK over the next year. 
As golfer Graeme Boxall put it, while he took us 
through the game's paces, ‘There are no words 
to describe this. It's just ike being there. This is 
the only chance Il ever have to actually play the 
Augusta National 

Many thanks to Psygnosis and Mirrorsoft for 
their help in bringing you this article. 





















MUSIC DATA DISK 


What happens when a company like Sony (big in 
CO) buys a company like CBS (big іп music). The 
Music Data Disk, that's what. This little number, 
 demo'ed at the recent Which Computer? Show, 
‘ashes up artists’ names on screen. Click on the 
name, and you get a screen showing full-colour 
repros of the album covers issued by the artist 
Click on the album and you get a list of tracks, 
Click on the track апа. boogie on down to CD. 
‘quality stereo sounds, baby, Out soon on the. 
CD-ROM XA format and, we hope, а similar 
product on the Amiga СОЛУ. 
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FROM DOMESDAY 


TO TOMORROW 


Laser disk technology has come a long way 
since the BBC Domesday project used Philips 
Laservision disks and BBC computers. Virgin 
Interactive are typical of a new breed of 
‘company who've learnt their lessons along that 
‘oad and are now ready to put them to good 
use with the СОТУ from Commodore - and 

С04 when it appears. 

"The Domesday project was a good way of 
creating awareness of what could be done with 
CDROM,’ says Wiliam Beckett of Virgin 
Interactive, ‘but it's а bit past it now. There 
can't be more than 1000 units stil actively 
used in schools and we wrote the whole thing 
in BCPL. But the Amiga is a machine everyone 
knows something about and the development 
hardware is more accessible and cheaper. 

Virgin's North Polar Expedition is ће perfect 
‘example of how the evolution from Laservision 
to CD-ROM to the СОТУ can effect gameplay. 
On Laservision/Domesday, the ability to 
overlay graphics is severely limited by the. 
BBC's graphics hardware (good for its бте but 
hardly Amiga standard). You do, however, get 
fullscreen video animation in the background 
and decent sound. 





On the putting green - a topographical уча display кере 
(ito rend te eof the and 





Using CD-ROM, the image % 
quality is very slightly deter- 
iorated (see examples on 
this page), but the ability to 
overlay decent graphics and 
build a larger, more complex 
interactive scenario more 
than compensates for this. 
Only other drawback is that 
you can't pull sound and pics “isplay on he Р көтен 
off the COROM simultaneously. 

With the Amiga СОТТУ, however, you get 
even better graphic overlays, and you CAN 
interleave sound and vision. We stil haven't got 
the fultmotion video that the Laservision 
provided, but the whole package is tar more 
powerful in terms of interactivity. And 
Commodore are promising an FMV add-on to 
the СОТУ in the future. Similar benefits would 
be had with CDI. 

Virgin have come up with another interesting 
development as well... STITCH. This operating 
system add-on, developed by Tony Green, can 
be used in a CDROM game scenario to 
monitor the choices made by the player. At any 
опе time, STITCH knows exactly which choices 





Ала у you get into сі theres les ees from 


ІСІ screentest 





The ot back on етік the кепе seen өз көзе shown on the PC, but using 
aserviion vdeo background and става BOC graphies in the forereund. Noe the 
‘pricing tack ч deterioration кетесе the vides original hare and the digitised VOA 


in the game are currently relevant and valid for 
the player. п very basic terms, this means the 
program designer сап simply build in a load of 
different situations and animated sequences 
and STITCH will keep them in meaningful array 
lor the player throughout the game. A very 
powerful utity that could bring us some 
excellent scenarios from Virgin in the future. 

"CD is the way to go, affirms Wiliam 
Beckett, People in the video world are working 
‘more and more in the digital format. One day 
everything will be digital, and the CD computer 
game will be able to manipulate all the media. 
resources you care to throw at it’ The days 
when а CD scenario can draw from ТУ, film, 
‘music, literature, cartoon animation, and good 
old source code are not far away. 








WORLD ATLAS TO HIT CD 


Mindscape's World Atlas on the PC is to be con- 
verted soon to CD-ROM for the PC and may 
appear on other CD formats. Atlases could be 
big news on CD, because (as Mindscape have. 
done) you can combine traditional atlas intor- 
mation (where 15 Tipperary?) with holiday and 
cultural information (what jabs do I need for 
Nigeria?) and airline routes. Combine all that 
with a trivia game, ethnic music tracks, and. 
‘movie stills showing locations in different 
‘countries and you've got quite a package! 
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'd amidst the bloodshe , the clash of shield 
the seeds of peace will When the battle is over 


а new age begins. 


AASTER OFFERS TH 


oes, but there is only опе BATTLEMASTER. 














updates 


еме, с: 
Origin/Mindscape; £29.99 PC 


CLOUD KINGDOMS Version Reviewed Issue 13; ACE 
Millenium; £24.99 ae 928 i 

Pac Man with holes is the phrase "T as large with tence a5 
that comes to mind. Guide your ball толу q малою ed ped 5 
around the maze, collecting gems ichard Garriott aka Lord Ets 
and avoiding the bad guys (in the describes what he tries to fulfil in 
form of black pool balls). Smooth || Зп Ultima game ра lore runing 
scrolling and addictive gameplay ай pares ryt Y 
certainly add to this game's high a of a cult following n 
degree of cuteness. Not the great. and the latest game, Ultima И 
est puzzle game in the world, but looks set to take the games playing 
taxing enough to provide а good world by me en eee 
few hours of solid entertainment. issue of ACE for а detailed review). 


ACE RATING 730 The existing versions of number V 


are great so Amiga owners can 
CASTLE MASTER rejoice that they are now able to 
Domark/Incentive; £24.99; ST get on the action. The graphics 
Version Reviewed Issue 32; АСЕ 3nd Sound could be improved 
Rating 835 marginall), but the game is so 
Freescape, for all the merits of 


strong in gameplay and depth that 
the idea, stil has a long way to go 


this is Ие more than a quibble. 
Near Perfecton. 

before it is capable of creating а 

fully realistic and atmospheric ACE RATING 915 

game environment. Castle Master 


contains many more features than a ЖЕТІ 


Freescape system (which might ex- 

е ГС 

update). Your task is to rescue your 9. 

soulmate from the clutches of the Electronic Arts; £9.99cs, 

ем! Magister, Looks much like the 54 99dk TATE 
sport, this game makes Formula 


ST version, but sounds really great. 

Its good fun, as all the others in 

the series have been. If you liked Опе racing look about as exciting 
as a wet Sunday afternoon spent 
visiting your deat Aunt Mildred. The 


them, then youll like this. 
ACE RATING 850 
graphics are horrendous and the 
road update is outrageously slow. If 





64 ADVANCED COMPUTER ENTERTAINMENT 


you don't have a disk drive youll 
have to put up with a hideous 
loading system as well. Totally un 
enjoyable. 

ACE RATING: 265 


X-OUT 
Rainbow Arts; £9.99cs; £14.99dk; 
Amiga Version Reviewed Issue 29; 
ACE RATING 939 

The C64 is a machine made for 
scrolling shoot 'em ups (witness 
the likes of Uridium), so why are 64 
‘owners constantly disappointed by 
the unplayable efforts released by 
almost every softco under the sun. 
ХОШ was amazing on the Amiga, 
full of original ideas perfectly exe- 
cuted. On 804 the ideas are still 
there, they work well, the graphics 
аге very attractive, and the sound 
is as good as you could expect - 
problem is, it plays like mud. 
Shame that. 
ACE RATING 470 


POWEREDROME 
Electronic Arts; £24.99; Atari ST 
Version Reviewed Issue 15; ACE 
RATING 925 


EA's futuristic racing sim comes to 
light on the PC, and it's been well 
worth the wait. To my mind this 
version is far more playable than 
the Amiga and ST versions, even if 
you are using the keyboard, and 


the graphics are just as effective (it 


îs visually identical to the other 


Ace keeps you 
informed of the 
latest versions 
of the greatest 
games 


=N 





incarnations, only an lot faster). 
Sound, of course, is dreadful, but 
just stick yello on your Walkman, 
and that's been taken care of. 
ACE RATING: 900 


CASTLE MASTER 
Incentive; £24.99; ST Version 
Reviewed Issue 32; ACE RATING 
835 

Not really any different to the other 
versions. The graphics are nice and 
colourful (4 you have a decent 
adaptor that is), and the screen 
update is slightly faster than the 
Amiga's, but only slightly. The puz: 
zles are similar to those in previous 
Freescape Games, but the sheer 
size of this won should prevent you 
from completing it too easily. 
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nothing special and seem a bit flat — tained within. If you've played many 


(physically) throughout the game. adventure games (notably Moon- 
Nothing moves apart from you and | тізі from Infocom) before, don't 
the other tanks. Maybe the odd expect anything new. Even a crusty 
jeep to pick off would have livened о Butler and the Village Bobby 
things up. The only comparable таке their obligatory appearances. 
game is Conqueror, which seems Maddingly Hall is a graphic 

to до а much better job, albeit at a ^ adventure with each location being 
higher price. The Archimedes ilustrated by а small picture. The 


needs an айо shootemup that graphics employed are best des 
really pushes it to its limit in sound — cribed as ‘kitform’. When a a room 
and graphics. Unfortunately Battle 15 required, a wall is drawn, a door, 


Tank comes nowhere near andl ат then a couple of chairs 
сап only really recommend it for Although the pictures look ok, 

the committed tank fans and there's по physical depth and there- 
wanna-be commanders. fore everything has a distinctly two 
ACE RATING 550 dimensional look to it 


Perhaps the most important part 
of an adventure program is its 
MADDINGLY HALL j gr 
Minerva Software; £14.95dk parser – that is the bit that allows 
eerie Aart tom the valant eforts of you to give commands to ум 
"unoled whining sound, that is not Magnetic Scrolls, the Archimedes character. Maddingly Hall falls into 
BATTLE TANK e DR: Везе has been hard done by for adver е old ‘verb then пошт style which. 
Minerva Software; £14,95dk osions are far more beleveble ‘we games. Minerva have therefore 5 virtually extinct nowadays, 
т, Doss ar far more belevable released her frst ron arcade Considering what has been 
tury war, Minerva predict that tanks enemy tank 1s put to rest: Other Pane tp help redress the balance. achieved by other sofware houses 
Lene еф абру Hal, puts you in the (namely Magnetic Scols), it seems 
M ORE ENT мн кн шу shoes of Bertie Hall, short on cash, something of a step back. Афес- 













































in 2037, Battle Tank pits you noise except when they're taking. 

against hordes of invading enemy  potshots at each other. There's no Dut eager for the high Ме. Keen to tives can be used although they 

tanks, Ina rather contradictory рана mde of mer dich nO pursue your interests, you tum to don't seem to particularly neces- 

mission, you must drive around, Shame, as the game would have YOU" rich Aunt for the readies and sary when conveying instructions. 
| shooting’ "bacon in onder to ню ше must persuade her of your worth The parser also falls down when 
M activate the automatic defences. of the Archimedes’ excellent sound |7655. The opportunity to court words are left out. For example, if 
1 Why couldn't they have had a but- generation facilities. your childhood sweetheart, now one was to type ‘GET KEY and ће 

ton back at НО (so much for auto- Depending on the skil level resident at Maddingly Hall, makes computer replied Which опет, just 

та. The game se over four chosen fout о ee) a varying "PE Vit more of a chalenge. Бра RON woul get a 1 dont 

tandscapes, Vilage, City, Count 3 ће game starts off in familar know what you mean. message. 

ЧОМУ питра oi оту ткз ое ano Mdwenurestye surroundings. You Тһе whole instruction must there- 

2 find ‘self on a gravel drive with fore be repeated, 
Each level is displayed as а very — pretty good at their job, and wil your g и қ 

1] smooth, vertically scrolling over home in quite rapidly. Once teye Paths leading off in all directions Apart from the graphics, there's 

head view with trees, buildings and found you though, the enemy tanks „т time to waste, you set nothing here that hasn't already 
her fences making up the majority of мей start shooting at anything hat Cio the house and let your pres- been done on an ВЫ micro. Cor- 
and detail, Getting from one corner of moves, and that includes them- жие eo ene sidering the whole program is 

the screen to the other means Sees Ifyou can de behinds More recent adventures, there are writen is Basic, it runs fast, 

steering around every obstacle In champ of wees, they wil пароду go | З "Mber of characters with whom although this is mainly due to the 
| your path, Blasting a pathway about their own business and wipe YOU CaN interact. Archimedes’ phenomenal speed. 
А арене ја БК Wi рожі “сел йек сі There are certain tasks you have Тһе Arc is capable of so much 
ous and even little fences refuse to =т= to carry out, in order to keep every. тоге, and really games of this type 
г budge. aed торлы rough the one at the hall happy. Most of all shouid be left to the Bits. On the 
ou Tank movement is realistic in enemy tanks increases as does the YOU Must please your Aunt at all other hand, it's a reasonable intro- 

that left and right tracks are fire 10 avoid Once al the beacons, тес or there's no chance of any duction o adventure games and 

controlled independently. This can have been found and destroyed Бу | "heritance. should keep all Whodunnit fans 

be tricky at first, but once mas- you OR the enemy? the automatic The passing of time is simulated occupied for a while. At this price, 

tered makes quick manoeuving defences come andthe enemy wthveach trVcommand taking — Madángl Най в reasonable value. 

easy, especially when evasive tanks retreat to fight you in another 916 Minute and there are a number — Minerva should be commended for 

action is required. Turning on the ^ land of tasks which have to be carried supporting such a vastly under- 

spot is just a case of moving the Wisi of Be сала we outon, or before a certain ime, гав machine as the Archimedes, 

left track forward and the right " nod 

~ Dehievable with trees, houses and ^ precise, so its best to keep an АСЕ RATING 600 


track backwards, or vice versa. roads making a familiar appear: 
ance. The last level though seems 
a strange choice. Tanks in Space? 
What happened to gleaming Space 
ships and star fighters? The зате 
tank sprites are used throughout 
the game so there aren't even any 
gleaming tanks. 

Generally Battle Tank was fun to 
play for а while. Lasting interest 
didn't seem likely though, as once 
you've finished the four scenarios, 
you just get the same four with yet 
тоге enemy tanks. Graphics are 





eye on your watch. 

Like ail stories set in manor 
house, someone gets murdered, so 
i's up to you to pinpoint the culprit. 
# you can get enough evidence, the 
murderer will be caught, impress- 
ing your Aunt and increasing the 
chance of an inheritance. Fail, and 
the chances are that you'll end up 
being suspected of the murder 
yourself 

The game continues in a similar 
murder/mystery style with virtually 
every cliche under the sun сот 








| GROW NTO A He FISH INA BG POND.» 


‘MY LAST GAME GOT NOWHERE v Y 
BUT I JUST KNOW IT WAS e \ 
6000 ENOUGH. 





ARE YOU HOOKED? 














Nine lucky ACE readers visited 
Domark and got loaded up with 
freebies, lunch, and even an 
exclusive ACE T-shirt. Here's 
what went on - and why YOU 


could be next... 


ted ia tha rigours «f testing hy the ACE 
Conference Кенен Comite 





"Where were the girls 
Don't they want to be rep- 
тезетей?? An excellent 
day ош - and well worth it 
to other readers..." 





атыга by the Conference Mendes, wha 
‘tl agreed tht i os шн а ME harder 
‘an Tera - and faster tao 





Magical 
Mystery 
Tour === 


ts five minutes to noon, the first ACE Confer 

ence (at Domark) starts in half an hour, and 

STILL the coach from Bury St Edmonds hasn't 

arrived. It's a disaster! 

The coach, you see, was carrying Gary 

Brockett and Simon Brown ~ the first readers 

ever to be selected for an ACE Conference 

and now, it seemed, unlikely ever to make it. 

Other readers were due to start arriving at 

Domark within twenty minutes and the Editor was on 

the verge of giving them up for lost. 

Meanwhile, things were hotting up at Domark 

Company PR supremo Clare Edgeley was having hys- 

terics at the thought of speaking in public, let alone in 

front of a group of noholdsbarred, speak-ourminds, 

blasttheopposttion ACE readers. She consoled herself 

by rushing out to the nearest delicatessen and buying 

all the most expensive edibles she could find. It's a 

credit to her self-control that she didn't seek immedi 

ate oral pacification and scott ће lot her- 

self 

But in the end the coach arrived, Clare 

saw that we were - for the most part - 

human and decided that we could be 

addressed in relative safety, and the first 
ACE Conference got under way. 
























THE PAST 
Domark is one of the oldest companies stil 
launching games into the charts. Started 
back in 1984 by Dominic Wheatley and 
Mark Strachan (DoMark...geddit?), the 
company kicked off with a winner - literally 
Eureka offered а £25000 prize that made 
опе young player very rich indeed а year 
later. 

Not many of the ACE readers attending 
the Conference remembered Eureka but 
everyone knew about Trivial Pursuit, not to 
mention the Star Wars trilogy and the Bond 
games, though some rude words were 
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exchanged about the quality of one of the earlier Bond 

MEET THE TEAM! licences. You're quite right,’ admitted Mark Strachan, 

ы "and we unreservedly apologise. Every company 

comes up with а turkey now and then, and we readily 

admit that that one was one of ours. But І hope you'll 

agree that the recent games have been in a different 

class.’ The assembled company did agree, though it 

was felt that the score was now Domark 0, АСЕ Read- 

ers 1. Would the company come up with the equaliser 
When we moved play over on to the new tiles? 


Шиш 


THE GAMES 
Because that's what the conferences are all about 
(apart from lunch and freebies, that is) - getting the 
chance to see the latest games, usually before any of 
your friends, playing them, and teling the company 
what you think of their offerings, 

During the afternoon, whenever they could be 
dragged away from the Hard Drivin’ сотор - which 
оррей quite happily without a coin, needless to say - 
the assembled company were taken in pairs to the 
Domark development studio where they sat down in 
front ої Klax and Escape from the Planet of the Robot 
Monsters. You can get the flavour of their reactions 
from the panels elsewhere in this feature, Seems by all 

cunts that Domark got the equaliser here. 


THE FREEBIES 
After lunch, the lads had a chance to meet lan Andrew. 
of Incentive and members of his programming team, 
including the genius responsible for the GAC (Graphic 
Adventure Creator]. lan filed in the team on details of 
the Freescape system and there was much chat about 
the excellent Castle Master (rated 835 in ACE issue 
32). ‘But why do programmers share the same prehis 
toric haircuts? asked Anil Khedun in a letter he wrote 
to us afterwards. Presumably because a good crop- 
ping discourages bugs. 

At the end of the day, everyone made their escape 
with loads of goodies, including an abundant supply of 
free games and even ап exclusive АСЕ Т Shirt. And 
Domark had made it clear that they were not only а 
пате to be put up amongst the Oceans and US Golds 
of this world, but were a very friendly bunch into the 
bargain. Very many thanks from all of us to those who 
took part. 


WHY DON'T YOU COME NEXT TIME? 


68 коли commuter oras 











Serecadhons Irom Amiga version 
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“So, as the same last 4 

ік т ТЕТЕ | 
from east to west, the ) 

paladin came forth, ready 
todo battle against the 


Atari ST, Amiga, IBM 
PC and compatibles. 






legions of the night, „ 
using all his might and An 

skill in this tale of 4 

words and ery. Е «б 


Bisley т 
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Magnetic Scrolls have come 
up with the ultimate multi- 
windowing game system. 
Could it introduce a new age 


ofintelligent gaming? 





"rom the technical 
point of view, people 
simply aren't going to 
believe what we've 

done." 


Anita Sinclair, Magnetic Serolis 





Magnetic Windows glows ума а powerful umer interface that te 
‘exromaty Леча, Program designers are going is he making hay 
seh this one fora long time te came 





magine a game system that offered full mult 
ple window, mouse, and icon control together 
with superlative qualty graphic screens and 
animation. Its totally reconfigurable so that you 
could design a Balance of the Planet scenario 
for the system just as easily as an ICOM graph 
ic adventure lookalike with arcade sequences, 
Thats the Magnetic Windows system for you - 
and Magnetic Scrolls are about to launch the 

first MW game through Virgin - Alice in Wonderland. 

Now hang оп а moment. Mag Scrolls. That means 
adventures, doesn't i? And adventure games are about 
as sexy as а PC Internal Card Insertion Siot (down, 
оу). Aren't they? 

Yes, they are. But the extraordinary thing about 
Wonderland and MW is that the userinterface is so 
slick that it might just achieve the impossible and put 
adventure scenarios back on the map with a bang and 
а white rabbit. And it makes sense when you think 
about it. Here's why. 


WONDERLANDS 
Adventures actually started, believe it or not, in the 
same way as arcade games - it's just that the two 
styles developed differently. One of the first adven- 
tures, for example, was Hunt the Wampus and involved 
а very primitive jaunt through a number of locations. 
The locations had to be described in words because 
the machines of that era had no 
video graphics facilities. This 
basic idea of creating а game- 
world with places to explore and 
threats to be faced is common to 
both traditional adventure games 
АМО arcade games (which have 
Increasingly been called 

'arcade/adventures! in recognition 
of this). 

Whereas arcade/adventures real 
W made use of the increasing 
graphics and sound capabilities of 
modem machines, the traditional 
adventure game set itself apart by 
developing, instead, the art of 





1 Wonderland! 


parsing text inputs. Parsers became more and more 
powerful but adventures got less and less popular 
Obviously they are less superficially attractive than 
their arcade/adventure cousins, but few adventure 
programmers realised that it was the very aspect of 
the adventure systems that they were constantly 
improving - the parser - that was turning people off. 

In а primitive adventure, for example, you might 
just type E, W, S, and М. Combine this simple one let 
ter command format with a graphic for each screen 
and youre really much closer to an arcade/adventure 
format than you are with a superparsing system that 
demands an entry ike "ТАКЕ THE PINK CHRYSANTHE- 
МОМ AND PUT IT IN THE ROUND BUCKET. And then 
says 1 DONT UNDERSTAND "КОМО" because you 
mistyped it. No wonder people went back to joysticks 

But the basic adventure formula of creating а 
brave new world and filing it with chance, challenge, 
and champions is stil a winning formula. К just needs 
the right package. And that’s what Magnetic Scrolls 
reckon they've come up with а wonderland... 


MAGNETIC WINDOWS 
MW is a multiwindow, mouse-drive system with drop 
down menus. All windows can be resized and moved 
anywhere on the screen, enabling you to configure the 
screen to your taste, In the Alice game, other windows 
include an iconic listing of your inventory, а compass, 
and another icon list of objects in the current location 
But you could change the form and function of win- 
dows to suit any scenario. Windows are also more 
than simple display panels - you can drag objects іп 
and out of them, show graphic animations іп them, 
even interact with the sprites in them by clicking on 
them or controling them with a joystick. Yup, this is а 
very flexooible system. 

The heart of Wonderland is the Story Window. 
which operates ike a traditional text adventure window 
but with tremendous ease of use, featuring command 
menus, scaleable fonts, and all sorts of goodies. Many 
commands can be entered by clicking on objects or 
icons so this is definitely NOT a system for typists! 

Graphics windows pop up for various locations 
and feature animations that are often triggered by 
events in ће game. There's also a selfbuilding map 
display and very useful treestructured help system 
that you can call up if you want advice. Saving and 
loading uses a named game system so you can 
restore any saved version whenever you want. And on 
top of the graphics you also get great music - the rea 
son, in fact, why the product has been delayed, since 
MS wanted to ensure that the sounds were as hot as 
possible - another welcome departure from the tradi- 
tional, silent adventure. 

Wonderland follows the Alice story pretty closely 
You'l be getting a full review in the next issue. But 
remember, Wonderland is only half the story — its the 
system behind it that's the real jewel and will certainly 
be the driving force behind many wonderlands to 
come. ш 
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here is an entertainment software compa 
ny with a turnover just short of SUS 9 Мі 
lion, sity employees with an average age 
of twentysix, а host of International 
awards for its products, a brave policy for 
producing innovative as well as main 
stream products, a release schedule 
seven major titles a year, and а dynamic 

president at the helm only thirty-one years 
old. No, it's not Ocean, nor US Gold, іп fact it's not a 
British company at all. It is Infogrames} th largest pro: 
ducer of entertainment software. й France, and опе of 
the major European players in the industry. 

‘When | was-invited t visit: Infogrames at their 
ое» in Villeurbanne; (yof, І snapped up the chance 
to find ош. what this expanding conigany fas. planted 
for ffi Сот months: What, drscqvered were. some 
very exciting developments. d 

| wa greeted at ће airport by ће charming С 
telle Gesler, ltfográmes" pretty PR/persen. She chau 
feured Tê tà à large office block in Rue du Ter Mats 
1943 (what à-delightful пате for а street), in which 









Infogrames occlipy a veritable warren of сёз and. 


ne одн‏ سا 

cond ез cy in Frand i 3 delight 
Va НУМ ides e UO vers of e беле se 
he esie entre ol the city is dominated by tal 
pink and orange’ stucco covered buildings interspersed 
by many, many (fees, makiñg Pis onê af the greenest 
tiles Гуе 5861. It is ^no wonder thal) given such an 


atmospheric working. envionment, ай the ӛтдібуеев = 


of infogramies loak happy. 
Before getting. dow іс business | was dragged otf 
to sample some reahfrench cuisine (І was even témpt- 


«ed to затрје a Mte fromage: frais). Unlike the British, = 
Who have someting, of a Priistine attitude io food, he О 


French realy know how to enjay гапа Wy iones 





fie _demonstrafion-T-was watching * "яв 


‘ancient 8086! 


ACE 


‘thee facinating creatures tn Bruna Bor 





Iifegremes! new technique for integrating 
sequences of filmed action into vdeo games 


















icense, an are particularly proud of, We — Continuing our Electric Europe 
tris, the much-awaited sequel to the chart-topping Sov 
et puzzle game, Tetris. The game, also programmed round-up, Laurence Scotford vis 
by Russian mathematician Alexei Pajitnov, is like Tetris 
but played in three dimensions rather than two. The ева Gallic Company responsi 
game has all the addictive appeal of its forerunner, but A 
the added complexity makes it just that litle bit harder ble not only for a host of top 
to master. Weltris js due to be feleased this month, so 
Кер 'am peeled. ara quality original games, but also 
The Russian gami far from being Igfogrames 
GoW major product m ће рер Кк пе stor or (or the largest group of Armadil 
4 special (Нову of hi ative games to be is side of the Med! 
released during the course 0! this year as The Crystal los this side of the Med! 
Collection. On'the' basis of what | saw on my visit, the 
collection is set to further reinforce the aompany’s rep- 
utation for quality onga software. 
Tucked away in one of the development годт оп 
the sixth floor | сате across 24 year old programmer, 
Frederik Raynal. Не is-currentl) уо Юл on the second 
game in, he CryStd Collection, t is based closely 
"Bound the American theory of Brain Building. The the- 
оу. States that certain, coordinated 


pattérms. oFight and sauind. can be 
«зей id-lédüce rapid Beta Waves 
(notmal уві emissions) 10 slower 
Жора Waves (а tar- healthier- and 
тоге relaxed Беат state), The geme- ч 
is called Арна Waves бег hesê, . gd й 
‘The game is set jn, 256 rooms 
Which rebresent the brain, These эге, 
mapped out with some of the fastest 
solifvector graphics We её 
fact they are so fast that (бош 4 / 
7 












ad tbe running on а 386 РС. it, 
60 out-io "be пиће on San 


o UDC is-10 fie IE ION cance amt. чый ае ачк rit жае 
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in the room to re 
sents the player with unique ch 
routes through this artificial brain and ус 
across one of sixteen rooms м 

designed to provoke Alpha 
game can operate in one of three modes: the standard 
Alpha inducing mode, an opposite mode 
5 for rapid thinking, and a third 
lesigned to increase the players 














capacity for learning, 








The third game in і Collection, called 
Corridor із the creation of programmer Vincent 
Pourieux. It is another 3D game, but in this instance 


full of 


you are looking 
blocking walls of various 


wn а long straight corrido 


hapes and designs 





static and some moving. Using a transparent racquet 
you must keep a bouncing ball moving down the corri 





if it bounces back past you you lose a life. Every 
hallenge sector 


dor 
50 often you will encounter a special 
for bonus points. 

| was privileged enough to be treated a sneak play 
of the game and within a minute | was hooked. The 
game is quite as compulsive as alltime greats ike 

















Tetris, Breakout, and Pipemania, and once again 

proves that you can't beat a simple idea, With 100 lev 

els this looks like it is going to gamers happy for quite 
me time. 

Of course, even the best programmers need a 
good backup team, and one of things Infogrames 
prides itself on is the high standard of the company 
graphic artists and musicians, | talked to Josyane 


Girard who is currently putting 





gether the ST graph 


Alcatraz. Th 












ics for another forthcoming game 
sequel to Hostages has your twoman team perfor 
ing a raid on the deserted prison island, which is being 
used as a base by a major criminal 

Josyane has gone to great lengths to get the 
graphics right. She first produced an ак 











drawn map of the prison which was ther 
ale the backgrounds for the game. Миубпаве 
famous photographic sequences were used as a basis 
for the sprites in the game, with French comic art p 


viding the inspiration. The sprite 
mated with Infogrames’ hom 
ware, Anim ST. 

Home grown software is 
pany takes very seriously 


were drawn an 
wn graphics soft 
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programmer Wiliam Hennbois is working on an 
advanced synthesiser and editor which wil allow 
sounds to be synthesised directly on the target 








machine rather tha 
Infogrames’ policy has always been 

future, so | was delighted 

software technique in use 

Programmer Michel Royer 

allows him to overlay features from 

frames with graphics generated іп а 


n being sampled. 











see evidence of a new 
a new machine. 
nique which 
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“CD-I requires a totally 
new development 
approach if it is to work — 
it is the first truly interac- 

tive media’ 





ON LIBRARIES & 
SCHOOLKIDS 

















The advantage of the new technique is that it is very 
quick and uses comparatively tiny chunks of memory. | 
saw a demonstration showing an animated skeleton 
winging а sword, and very impressive it looked too, 
This technique should allow а greater integration of 
томе techniques and computer programs in future 
productions, 

Together with 23 year old Laurent Salmeron, 
Michel is also working on conversions for the new FM 
Towns machine. Drakkhen is in the pipeline at the 
moment, but original titles are planned for the near 
future. This is just one area in which Infogrames are 
moving in on the Japanese markel. They have also 
managed to interest the major console manufacturers 
conversion rights to many of their recent titles. 

A further example of Infogrames’ ability and wiling- 
ss to constantly embrace ћем methods of getting 
their product across to the consumer can be seen in 
their first video production. Finding that their recent 
board game conversion, Full Metal Planete, was prov- 
ng з little complex they decided to make a video 
which discussed the rules and tactics of the game. 
Unfortunately only the French version of the video was 
available for viewing, but it looks good. Look out for 
an English version soon. 

With all its current develor et 

o 


the pipeline Ike а 
HRUNS epee 323 Infogrames 
pea from strength to strength. бесі 
dent Bruno Bomel sees great “ety po 

more 


identified the Б f 

ah боны | for companies to ven- 
ше Ц total Та method similar to that 
championed by the likes of Nintendo. Bruno and his 
colleagues have already successfully experimented 
with TV Advertising - just one step towards further 
establishing Infogrames as a force to be reckoned 
wah 
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5 Artistes, a place populated by French 

25; ‘at the nearby Theatre des Celestins, 

then it was Биће to 

delights Lyon has to offer 

man on a warm spring evening. 
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KICK OFF 2 greatly enhances 
the game play of KICK OFF, 
winnerof THE GAME OF THE 


shoot, head orchip a ball and do sliding tackles or 
‘scissor kicks. 
After Touch controls to bend or dip the ball. 


Fete selection worta sqladot with aubethuiion 
and choice of tactics. 

League and Cup competitions with extra time, 
injury time and sudden death penalty shoot out. 
Facility to view, edit and save the action replays 
and create Golden Shots disc. 
AMIGA & ST £19.95 

ІВМ (АТ 8 XT Turbo – CGA, EGA 8 VGA) £24.95 
СВМ 64 - SPECTRUM - AMSTRAD £9.95/£14.95 
SAM COUPE - £10.99/£14.99. 


Facility to load Player Manager teams for a single. 
game or league game. 

Load your own designed Tactics from Player М: 
Red & Yellow cards, 16 different referees, Injury 
and hostof features to create the atmosphere fora 
game whichis a real fun to play. 

Special Events provision to load Data Discs or 
Cassettes for events like World Cup, European 
Cup etc. 

Безге! features on TBM and Û bà machines. 




















Good 





le steps 
to the side as Rik Haynes 


goes mad in Madrid. 



































ensored 
is often 
stranger than fiction. fs ай in the edit 
DINAMIC DILEMMA 
“Haga el favor de incluirel ^ cales, shopping chic. Devious women, danger 
seguro a todo riesgo.” men. Carefree culture to the most fa 
se acer һа наа cover Spanish software house, Dinamic, is situated in the 
Dinamic awareness arrived in the UK back in 87 
er а license deal with Ocean 
me Over, Freddy Hardest and Baske 
Awareness turned into notoriety after a bare nipple 
was partshown in the Game Over advert. The offen 
ing piece of anatomy was quickly airbrushe 
Michel 
confirms, 
It got us known in Europe". Unfc 
Oceaned Dinamic releases, Game Over Il and Navy 
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to change this view as theyre similar in style to previ 
ous Dinamic games. The other main title under devel 
opment, Mega Fenix, is an enhanced version of the 
lassic сопор, Phoenix 

The Dinamic guys are very enthusiastic, but thi 


nt enough. 


decide on resource 


While UK software companies 
allocation belween console and 
'ompact disc development, Dinamic is about to launch 











irst Amstrad PCW game. The firm is in danger of 
being left behind. Interactive entertainment is a global 
market with global demands. Success in Spain is fine, 
but if Dinamic wants worldwide success it must fast 





ward into the game technologies of tomorrow, His- 
tory' for the taking. 

MEETING THE MADRILENOS 

After visiting Dinamic | lay sunburning in the nearby 





park on Plaza De Espanol. An attractive Spanish girl in 
her early teens sat next to me. She rolled and lit a 
splif. | looked up. Our eyes met. She smiled. | recipro 


ated. She offered me a smoke. | declined. The only 
trip | was taking was the one back to England. | fell 
asleep and dreamt | was a cannibal, The Spa 
thorities have а m xed attitude to arti 
і, dealing 
alltime drug entrepreneurs. 
Ікей back to my hotel. Crutches are 
у for the successful Madrid street 
d two in as many minutes. ТІ 

оп the sidewalk magazine stands, | 
immediately sell out. At least sister 
Publications were on sale. Місто Мапе 

г indigenous Spanish games maga 













additives. Possession is leg 
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beggar, | pass 


no sign of ACE 












ing in my room wasn't working 
in the refrigerated minibar. Bad mis 
later | was out of Vodka and all the 
| was sti 1 switched оп 

















the бай ТУ. A German-dubbed episode of Neighbours 
beamed in. | decided to go shopping 

Gamegear is sold almost anywhere in Madri, 
from DIY store to market stall. The 
micros in Spain are the Spectrum and Amstrad СІ 
taking a whopping 50% market share. Then comes the 
PC, MSX, Amiga, ST, Sega and Nintendo consoles. A 
Consola Nintendo costs 17900ptas, a Sega Master 
console 19900ptas and а STFM Pack 
68000ptas, Amstrad dominates the Spanish hardware 
scene with its Spectrum, CPC, PC and PCW micros 

Games software is cheap in Spain, A typical Spec 
trum cassette 200ptas, a Sega cart 
1990ptas. UK software is very popular. Highly compet 
itive Spanish distributors license the games from their 
British creators. These distributors duplicate, package 

















costs 























and sell the titles in Spain - paying the UK software 
‘companies а royalty on each sale. Keeping the price 
of software down is the Spanish solution to stopping 
piracy, 

Dinamic and the other Spanish software compa 
nies also produce idiosyncratic titles tailored for ther 


home market like Drazen Petrovic Basket basketball 
im by Toposoft and Emilio Sanchez Vicario Grand: 
| slam tennis:sim from Zigurat. 








COIN-OPERATED, CLUB-ORIENTATED 
Darkness descended and Madrid we 








bought me a short-ime slice of silicon in Salon Recre 
atiuo. | played Jaleco's Valtric while a Spanish youth 
circled me like a hungry Tiger shark. The game was 





similar to Xenon. Madrid is full of archaic arca 
with the usual array of Thunderblade, Galax 
Robocop coinops, ‹ 

interested in slot machin 
Ай but the dedicated coin-ops are 
Sonic cabinets giving them a bootlegged look 
seems to pick up the Spanish 












the Spanish being more 
gambling, Lowtech, lowlife. 





housed in strange 
Sega 


license from other 





Llamen а un medico, 
rapidamente!" 





“Donde esta la embajada 
sudafricana?" 


(Sing Ex» Depas Ele art program 
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арки The crafty company vem a rar 
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Japanese сотор manufacturers because its copyright 
message sits alongside thers on every machine. 

1 was hungry. Time to explore. Every so often, just 
when you think you've discovered the real Madrid, you 
get a ‘reassuring’ signpost leading you to the nearest 
Jonalds. | turned down a side-street and stumbled 
a Chinese restaurant packed to the max with 
als. Must be good, | scanned the menu in eager 
anticipation. Top of the list came Cazuela de Rape al 
tilo Chino 1 The English translation read 
Rape, Oriental Style". It looked like I'd be eating а Big 
Mac after all 

1 surveyed the street below Hotel жжжжжж 
(name withheld on legal advice) Perception hit perver 
sion, Skin on sale. New wave sex slaves for corporate 
clients. | drank my Eurofizz in disgust. 24 hours was a 
long time in Madrid. | was down £175 on miscela 

ous expenses. | was taking in a street speak synthe 








































is of Spanish and English. | was physically wrecked. 
Only one thing left for me to do. 
rapidamente! Ші 


Llamen a un medico, 
























Spain, th ttes including Don Quote, Le Pj 
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John Cook takes 
anostalgic look back to how 
it used to be and reports on 
the latest develop-ment in 
the area, with Sega's long 
awaited follow-up to After- 


burner, G-Loc. 
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n the beginning, colnops were flat. Flat as a pan 
cake. Flat as а June Witfield sitcom. Flat as а 
week old pint of lager. Thats not to say t 
тапу of those old games were bad. Some, such 
as Defender and Pacman release 
1980, are stil acknowledged as true classics, 
but by and large, the processing power neces 
sary to produce that extra dimension just wasn't 
there, The number of D's was, strictly, 

How the names trip off the tongue as the memo: 
ries of flood back – Lunar Lander, 2 vectors in glori 
ous black and white, where you had to land a spa 
craft on the surface of the moon with very limited 
amounts of fuel. One of the first games wit 

selectable dificuty levels and well worth a sequel а 

decade on, surely? Scramble, Mr Do - stil knocking 

around some very plush arcades - Asteroids, Sprint, 

Lunar Rescue....but even then, back in the dark ages, 

developers were stil trying to creat 

sion in gaming consid 

nology at their disposal. 
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to G-Loc 


THE HISTORY OF 3D 
IN THE ARCADES 


PUTTING ON THE D'S 
There are three ways that developers can create the 
ilusion of real space in а game. Firstly you can con 
struct а world using vector style graphics, or you can 
imply draw the game graphics from a shifted isomet 
Tic perspective, or you can expand/reduce sprites to 
give the feel of moving in/out of the screen. You can 
also cheat by using cartoons or video for the main 
playfield, overlaying sprites on top. All four techniques 
were used early on - but have been taken to their lim 
its in recent times by the latest crop of releases. 










Beet DAN = Saga sprite пло м ша best ut see the O- 

What was the first vector style game? Battlezone? 
Море - nice try but no banana. The very first, although 
it barely appeared in the UK, was something called Tall 
gunner, that had you firing a machine gun into great 
blackness, at enemy fighters, That was in early 1980. 
Later that year saw the release of Battlezone, the 
game that made green cool, and what а classic that 





was, 

А combination of good controls (two levers rather 
than a joystick) and the fact that the game made you 
er through periscopelike еуерієсез to look at the 
person perspective, made you feel, well, 
as if you were really driving а tank. You ducked when 
the missiles started flying. You cringed when you were 
hit and the screen “cracked up". It was, and stil is, 
superb, | wonder why the follow up, Red Baron, never 
did as well 

The modern day version of this technique has to 
be, say, Stun Runner from Atari Games (who produced 
the first filed poly game — the deeply weird I Robot), or 
even better, the best poly game in the arcades to date, 
Winning Run from Namco. Now the polys are filed, and 
shaded in multicolour, but the basic techniques are 
very similar. 
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ind Firefox (Laser disc shoof'em 
video technique is the 
5 right now, and 
rs time when 





y too, boys!) - if at first you 











Sega can do things with sprites that consistantly aston: 
lah. And now, with the long awaited sequel to After- 
burner, G-Loc, the company has proved that its 300 odd 
team of engineers really do earn their Yen. 

Mixing 3-0 poly techniques with its established 
sprite technology, the game is a technical tour-de-force 
which has you. the player at the controls of an advance 
jet fighter. The effortless speed, the amazing енесіз - all 
‘this and а decent game too, Play it and weep. 





| SHRINK THAT SPRITE 
The first game to exploit the sprite expansi рге 
ion properly was Turbo from Sega - b 
boys at Sega have been bashing away at 




















through Buck Rogers, t 





y Force, Super Monaco Grand 





















astonishing Power Drift and the ndg 
Glo 
| his technique, more than any other, does rely 
| heavily on processing power and memory d 
games look like crap and the new ones are в 
hort of stunning. Older machines simply have ROM 
chock full of pre-shifted sprites, while the more recent 
| have hardware routines to do this kind of 
realtime, 
The other company that has һақ tent su 
cess trying its hand at this style of game successf 
is Namco. From the beginnings with the excellent Pole 
Position (early '83) to the more recent Final Lap 
arguably stil the best two player gar п 
Namco has also made more programmers pull out 
hair than anyone else, with Assault and Metal Hawk, b 





rotating а screen full of sprit time, a: 
exp: e 
ming genius to do that on an ST 
them up fast. 

The final technique 
been sparingly used in the arc 
еу are difficult to play, rather t 
problems. It 

















games, as the thing doesn't have to be 
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release, like astles, isometrics h 
| ally caught on, | 
| The most recent attempt, 1% зі 

| Escape fom the Planet of the Robot | 
| capture the imaginatior 





| it does look good on the te 
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ST ACTION: The presentation has to be the best | have ever seen іп any management game. Combining the compelling game play of Kick Off with 
the strategy of team management was a stroke of pure genius. 


THE ONE: Player Manager is an exceptional football management simulation. It has astounding depth: an unmatched 1000 individual players, the 
ability to radically alter formation and team tactics - just about everying you would find in real football, Player Manager is the most involved, rewarding 
and playable games of its type. 





THE ACE: The beauty of the Player Manager is that it successfully blends a challenging soccer management game with the frantic end to end arcade 
action of Kick Off. Designers have been trying to marry arcade footy with management for years-almost always tailing abysmally. Player Manager 
brings it off in style. 


NEW COMPUTER EXPRESS: The sheer depth of Player Manager is incredible. Almost every conceivable element of running and playing in a football 
team has been implemented including Kick Off. Anco has produced what has to be a difinitive Manager game. 





COMMODORE USER: One of the most impressive options yet seen on a managerial game and the keystone to the addictiveness and involvement 
of this game is Tactics option. P.M. lets you plan all your set pieces just the way you want them. You will never be able to say you aren't in ІШІ control 
of the game. At last a management game that requires true management skills. Add to this most addictive arcade soccer game ever - a winner. 





AMIGA FORMAT: The mix between management and arcade is the best to have appeared in any football дате. You will be playing it for months: 
there is so much to do. 


ZZAP: An incredible realistic simulation of every aspect of football 


TRE 








Underground in Hell, is where Stormlord commences his mission to free 
юна бе capt by followers of the wicked Black Queen. 
through caves, mines, crypts and forests until eventually reaching 
Та erra where Stormlord will face Saint Peter himself. 
Be Brilliant blast'em-up, shoot'em-up with strategy gameplay. 
Due юг release May 1990 
modore, Spectrum and Amstrad cassette £10.99 
odore and Amstrad disc £14.99 
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ACE NEW WORLDS 


Pat Winstanley checks out 
the beautiful 
Chronoquest И and the 
disappointing ST and 
Amiga versions of The 
Third Courier...plus hints, 
tips, and the ACE RPG 
Charter - are we being 
ripped off by RPG? 





his month sees a strongly worded protest 
Ty or behalf of at ACE RPG and adventure 
fans - the ACE RPG charter, We're fed up with 
being inundated in so-called RPG products, onbly 
to find that they're about as RPG as my mother's 
bedrooms slippers. So we've produced the ACE 
RPG Charter - you can check it out over the 
раве, And now, as we're a bit short of space this 
issue, straight onto the games. 


CHRONOQUEST || 


PSYGNOSIS go time-travelling 
again... 


So you thought you'd completed your task in 
Chronoquest, found your father's murderer and 
the whole episode could now be put behind you? 
Well, think again! About to take your trusty time 
machine back to the chateau, a temporal 
disorder causes the engine to overheat, using up 
too much of your precious metal fuel. So now 
you must start ай over again іп Chronoquest I 
your task this time to find enough metal objects 
to use as fuel and take you home. 

The game consists of thirteen levels, each 
representing a different era. Metal objects such 
as swords, shields, goblets etc each have their 
own radioactive value which in turn dictates the 
direction and distance of travel. In fact, much of 
the puzzle element of the game consists of 
working out the correct sequence for using the 
fuel so as to hop between eras without getting 
stranded 

Another complication is that some metal 
objects are also used to solve conventional 
puzzles, such as levering a rock to expose 
another exit. Movement on each level is 
restricted to “advance” and "retreat", caution and 
regular saving being the watchword for 
advancing as several locations are “sudden 
death" with absolutely no warning. 

| fail to see why such situations are necessary, 
particularly in landscape locations, as anyone 
With a modicum of observation would in reality 


look before leaping. A fantasy world still needs 
own laws and rules of logic - something that 
many game designers overlook. 

Together with the normal TAKE, DROP, 
EXAMINE and USE commands is a separate icon 
menu which appears when you encounter а 
character with whom you can converse. This 
allows you to talk or listen to a character or give 
them an object. Talking consists of choosing one 
of two possible responses to the other 
character's questions - get it wrong and you 









to 


won't іме to apologise - it's simply a matter of 
reload and try something else until the correct 
response is discovered. Since conversations can 





last for several rounds the permutations rapidly 
become vast and tedious. 

As with CI's predecessor, finding objects in 
the locations takes patience at times. Although 
some objects are in full view, others simply don't 
exist visually 50 examining a location is а pixel by 
pixel job. Since the “examine” icon must be 
clicked between each look you'll need the 
patience of a saint to cover all the available 
ground. 

The game is spread over four discs, although 
опе is only used if you want to listen to а 





ATARI ST 


AMIGA 





synthesised version (not very good) of 
encountered characters’ speech. With a second 
drive this disc can be left available at all times, 
but with a single drive you need to swap discs 
just to listen. Thankfully the speech synthesis 
option can be turned off at will. However, with 
another disc again for your saves (only one per 
disc) a tremendous amount of swapping is 
involved to progress. 

If you enjoyed Chronoquest and have plenty of 
time and patience Cif will probably appeal to you, 
Despite all the messing about with a single drive 
it has me intrigued enough to get me back to the 


y THE THIRD 
COURIER 


ELECTRONIC ARTS produce 
ST and Amiga versions of 
their spy-thriller set in 
Berlin 


This little number has already been 
reviewed in ACE on the PC, where it 
failed to impress, Now, however, the 
ST and Amiga versions are here and the first 
‘question we had was whether the gameplay 
which had serious shortcomings on the PC - had 
been improved. Here's the run-down if you 
sed the last review. 

The action is set in Berlin and revolves around 
three couriers who went missing while heading 











LANDSCAPE ............ 
Pretty graphics but пої too many locations. Novel. 
method of controling level switching 
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for a top-secret conference іп Brussels. Each 
courier was carrying vital components of NATO's 
defence plans ~ now two are dead, one has 
vanished, and it's up to you to find the 
components before they fall into the wrong 
hands. 

1 must admit that my knowledge of spy 
thrillers dates back to a few James Bond books 
read years ago so | was pleasantly surprised to 
find myself drawn into the game with а minimum 
of confusion, 

The game is played with yourself as the sole 
character and as usual starts by generating 
statistics. Rather than a dice roll you choose а 
personality such as what type of urban/rural 
background you have, your preferred pastimes 
and your civilian occupation. Thus you could 
choose а rural background, racing as а hobby 
and research scientist as a job. On the other 
hand you could be a jet-etting, partying type 
from the inner city, Whatever you choose will 
affect your strengths. You are also allocated 
various other attributes ~ mine were poor vision 
and an unattractive appearance (Hal) 

‘The game is played in a similar manner 10 
тапу other so-called RPGS. The streets of Berlin 
are portrayed in 3D perspective, movement 
being by clicking on a directional compass. As 
уои move through the streets you are likely to 
соте across drunks, hooligans, assassins and 
panhandlers (beggars) in addition to both East 
and West German police. 

Combat is necessary to acquire experience 


Tour starting point in The Ted Courter - almat identical te the PC cero. 


points and the options are run, 
fight, chat and threaten. 
Running simply dumps you in 
another part of the city while 
threatening sometimes scares 
your assailant away. If you 
decide to fight this will take 
place with whatever weapon 
you have armed. Weapons 
range from bare hands 
through switchblades, small 
arms, rifles and submachine 
guns. 

Some weapons can be. 
acquired from the bodies of 
your victims while others are 
available from the Mission 
Support Supply in the city. Here too are other 
gizmos without which no self respecting spy 
would venture out. Bomb sniffers, lock-picks, bug 
finders and bullet proof vests are just a few of 
the available items. 

Ай pretty standard stuff, but how does the 
game play? The atmosphere is well maintained 
by touches such as the police demanding your 
papers if you stop to chat, the sausage vendor 
asking for a West German passport to get his 
relative out of the East and even the inevitable 
cantoting drunken football hooligan in the park. 
Only problem is — as in the PC version - the 
encounters are repetitive and, after a while, 
hardly exciting. 

Although the Berlin Wallis now no more, the 
game gives a rare opportunity to experience the 
frustrations which must have occurred daily for 
Berliners until last year. Unfortunately, it's also. 
just one of many opportunities to experience 
other frustrations – constant disk access, 
repetitive graphic locations, repetitive 
encounters, and a rather low-grade searchand 
solve puzzle structure. If you think living in an 
oppressed society is romantic and exciting, you 
probably deserve to play this game, 
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р in ‘em to the 
baseline, ) 
attack the net 
and volley the 
winner! You 
might һауе 
taken this 
match but 
that was 
оп gross - 
can you 
play as 
well on " а 

clay or on the inidoor courts?... with TIE-BREAK 
you'll soon find out! And the play selection doesn’t 
end there - play singles or doubles, select fo play 
in all the major tournaments suchas | 
Wimbledon, Davis Cup, French Open and 

many more. You can then make a racquet 
selection -and that could win you the 

match! 

Featuring all the shots in the book, 

breathtaking animation and amazingly 

realistic speech and sound effects in TA. 

style presentation moke TIE-BREAK the 

out and out winner on any micro. 

















— ~ АМР AMIGA. 












OCEAN SOFTWARE LTD, 6 CENTRAL STREET, 
MANCHESTER M2 SNS TELEPHONE: 061 832 6633, 
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CASTLE MASTER 


To begin 
with this Аа, 
month we 5 
have some 
starting 
hints for the 
16-bit 
versions of 
the latest 
Freescape 
game, 
Castle 
Master, 
courtesy of 
Incentive. 






































Maybe itl become significar 
later .) then ahead to the М 
East Tower. | wonder whats 
behind that door? Maybe the 
lue will help. Foe the time 
being, let's press on round 
After grabbing the cheese 
someone carelessly left lying 
around, and climbing in and 
ош the window а few times 
walk carefully over the paving 
slabs someone's kindly placed 
over that rather dangerous looking hole in the floor. Thats a 
curious іше crawiway to our right, | wonder If there's anything 
useful behind it? Maybe later 
doorway into the North Passage 
What's this step halfway along? Doesn't seem trapped: 
perhaps we'l find out what 1% for ater. Meanwhile, over it and 
onward to the N. West Tower. Open that Чо 
and go in. Shoot the spirit! Now things are quieter let's have а 
look around. That door ahead looks rather heavy. Actioning on it 
reveals the contents, while actioning on the handie reveals that 
же need ten pentacles (whats a pentacle? maybe we need a 
dictionary.) 








convince yourself you can, 





for now we'll go through the left 





slightly to your left 





Turning round we find another key, and ten flashing five sided 
things. Hmmm, maybe we don't need a dictionary after ай 


‘Actioning on each of them reveals the location of each pentac 





That'll take quite a while; | wondes 
turn right, dose the door and follow the 


of those ominous looking holes in t 


Back into the towe 

tower round (апо 

ей...) This door looks interesting 

that locks like steps. Shame it doesn’t seem to 
side - maybe there's another way down. 

nother of those button puzzles, 

this time, but not 160 tricky. Ouch! Bumped your head - better 

тані under. This door on the right seems to be padlocked. You 

‘maybe you can 
Guard Room (luckily, the guards seem to have 
af the 





It's got a sign next to it 











don'th ot он 
in o th 

deserted along with the rest of the human occupant 

aste) and by pressing your nose against the grating you can see 

whats inside the Pentacle Vault. Maybe it's worth looking for the 


pentacles after al. 


a key for it 





Back out, then through the doorway to your right. Ignoring 
the side doorway for now, through the doorway ahead in 
5, West Tower. Heres another clue, but how do we.get over this 
‘obstruction? Maybe the roof is a bit too low to walk ov 
мер 

Round the corner there ate зоте double doors. Somebody 
must have oiled them lately, as they're easy to open. In to the 
Great Hall (here's another 








piriti). Now, where could 
something be hidden in here? 

Back out in the tower, 
there's a doorway to the right 
into the Left Atrium., which 
leads to the Gatehouse again 
Go underneath the large 
block, taking care with your 
timing to avoid being crushed 
(saving the game is з good 
idea at this point. Go to the 
information screen and click 
оп SAVE or press 'S', then 
give a filename. If you 
manage to get yourselt 
splatted, you can load it 
back.) 

In the Courtyard you may 
Want to run as its quite large. Taking a look down the well we 
find another key. i wonder Й there's anything else interesting 
down the well? 





Further questions: why is there a wooden horse in 
the stables; what’ being guarded in the hay barn, wheres the 
door for the smithy; whats the secret of the lag, why s there à 
hole in the chapel root; and what happened tothe last guy to 
give a sermon? 

Take your time 
oom 


there is mote to this game than meets the 
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Following 
our Trade 
Secrets 
feature on 
Midwinter 
last month, 
here are 
some follow 
up tips from 
Microprose 
for those of 
you still 
struggling 
to get to 
grips with 
the game. 














When the game starts, you are in control of Captain Stark 
alone on patrol and likely to be in the wilderness. Armed wi 
only a rifle and a clutch of grenades, you'll soon be under attack 
hand in military hardware 




















and manoeuvrabilty, oF shelled as the spotter planes get a fix оп 
your position. Be certain to have checked the map thoroughly, 
down to the maximum magnification, before starting 10 ski. 
1) The nearest place of safety 
The nearest garage 
ook at the relative positions of your colleague 








to which building 
let your choice be influenced by the direction of 


uitment, f you are undecided 








А you manual biographies colleagues. 
H you have to stay on skis for any length of tme at the start 
game, you're likely to meet more trouble than you can 








ог whatever snow-buggies run on...) 








When you encounter an enemy convoy whilst skiing, you 
ill or plateau from which you can see 


e in all directions, This doesn't necessarily mean 






a fair dista 
heading for the mountains. You can often see further in valleys 
with small elevated ridge 

provided that 

iniping is relatively easy. Y 





When you are in control of Stark, 
he has plenty of energy, 

aly, Le. before 
you. If you are lucky, you may find a whole string of 





зо! one, another will 





vehicles traveling in convoy. As you s 





юпгоп from the same direction. li you find that 
ki on to 
remember that you 





icles are attacking from diferent directions, try to 
safety, as sniping may take up a lt of time 
are looking to recrut people quickly 

If you are controling a good skier, try ‘swooping’ down hills at 





з few yards, launch a 
le as it explodes, 


When you are with 





grenade and swerve sharply to avoid the ve 





careenng out of control 


The enemy planes which attack you wil always appear 
секту ahead of you. rom the te they appear to the Ume hey 
вате you s usua long enough to get a ood shot in with Your 
те. Outing planes ОИСИ, but use the time in between 








further М another appears, and you are at walking pace, shoot it. 
# yeli аке skling quickly, press on until the plane is circling 
overhead, 

On reach display. Select 
the enter building icon to confirm which buildings are present, 





19 a settlement, go to the decision 


and which, if апу, are occupied by potential recruits. Check your 
characters level of Muscle Power, Energy, and Alertness, Also 
the Lime remaining before the пе 

You now have to make a | 


the character has dynamite with him, and check 
situation report is due. 

hich building to 
enter, according to the state of the character and the time 
remaining. Do you need to eat, rest, or sleep? Do you need 
supplies? Will you over-run the Situation Report time, thereby 
restricting your ability to move on? Always attempt to recruit апу 
team members first, and, if there is a garage present, always 
leave enough time to enter it and get a snow buggy. = 




















| | 


im 
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referring to the Personality has been to enlighten those of you who 
Displays of cha want to know a little more about the art 
Na ias of hacking and cracking. Over the next 
himher the party leader few issues, master programmer Jon will 
Driving is much easier if be talking us through the intricacies of 
о Cao anid o UP Vaid hacking on the C64. This month he 
by gy teg, Kristiansen), refer introduces us to the art of hacking with a 
map, making use of “Relief” mode tı general method for finding infinite lives. 
مارا‎ aae ایح وی‎ Next month he will explain how he 
through the main window! Keep an eye cracked Bombuzal. 
and steep ridges (the latter being identifiab 
иду mich diskar han ће ganila sloped and n Have you ever wished for the programming skills necessary 
the skies for patrolling plane h a suface- toa to write your own pokes? And do the very words ‘machine 
Sie отр арра де fill you with fear and confusion? If so, read on: 
the plane in the cente of th This information is specific 
to the Commodore 64 but 
Early on in tne game, x that the maj forms the basis for cheating on all computers. First of all 
enemy unis are concent act ^ you will need to buy a cartridge with a machine code 
эү ing eds Pa o pns monitor (perhaps you already have one.) Now carefully 
no land, and wil aha pesca and precisely follow these instructions 
recruited а few members, a y з waiche 1) Load the game on which you wish to cheat in the 
many times, ¢ is often useful to send one character in a buggy t normal way. 
Tick о the lead units. You do not have to sh y vehide 2) start the game, making a note of how many lives you 
the convoy You may get lucky and kill the command vehicle; you have left and enter the machine code monitor, 
may be able to kil off half the duck, in ethe 3) Search all memory for the number CE, (the dollar 
maining vehicles wil desert, giving you valuable time wh sign means the number is in hex ~ if you don't 
her convoys travel from the Shining Hollow area Understand it, ignore it) This is the machine code instruction for ‘Decrement location X* 
he speed at which the convoys travel, and the regularity w апа is written "DEC. 
which they fire dapend on the number of v b 4) Make a list of all the 





they have captured nea 
À Warehouses will slow t 


numbers displayed (1 know, 
there are a lot of them)! 

5) Disassemble the first ad 
dress in the list, e.g. if the 
first address is O1CE type "0 
oc 








6) Disassemble the first ad: 
dress after the mnemonic 
‘DEC’, e.g. И you get some: 
thing like “> O1CE СЕ CF DO. 
DEC $ООСР type 'D DOCF 

7) If the first two figure 
number at the address you 
have disassembled is equal 
to the number of lives you 


difficult, member to recruit 





icon Ve end WE о Ei 
ark starts the game in the centre of the island, ty to re 
Davy hart fist. stark should take the boy in а snow buggy t 











uit four other members at randon 
Meanwhile Davy can e 
only person who can persuade the hunt 





have left, then start a new. 
ему Pe list and jot down the address that held the ‘DEC’ 
кю aie сарала! ку command (in my example this would be O1CE). 











dings and free the 8) Go on to the next address in the list you made earlier, 


сег usin anions display disassemble it and go back to my sixth instruction. I you 
b vins can take prisoners with the have no more addresses in your old list then go on to 
А. Kristiansen wil recruit someone in the northwest instruction nine. © 9 
vebuggy and split up. Employ a ‘pyramid effect’ so that опе becomes two, two becomes four, four becomes eight and so оп. 


Tis will probably leave you with two ‘waves’ of recruits, One 
ће north-west, and one to the 

















them-central part of the 
an be achieved in a 
Driving head frst towards the enemy can prove 
а litle luck you may succeed іп blasting а 
ters HQ. Hang-Gliding there takes 

ive. Sometimes the most direct 
t effective Try sneaking behind the enemy 



















g 19 the Shin 











driving. and hang-gliding to all your 
ttle too much effort, destroying all 
dom of the 

whale 














y way to win Midwinter, as no two games 
m a different starting. 
buy some earmuffs. Your team теты 





ted, and Masters’ gun-shots will be ringing in your 
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9) You will now have another list. If you disassemble all the 
locations in your newest list and they all decrement the 
same location, e.g. they all contain the instruction "DEC 
525% then change all the 'DECs’ ($CEs) to LDAs ($ADs) and 
9o on to instruction ten. If not then reenter the game, lose 
a life, re-enter the monitor (remember you now have one 
less life) and go back to my fifth instruction. 

10) You will probably now have infinite lives. If you haven't, 
до back to the title screen and start a new game. Now go 
back to instruction two but read $C6 instead of $CE and 
SAS instead of SAD. 

‘There are a few games which are protected against this 
kind of cheat. Some games use a different way to 
decrement your lives. | only have room here to leave you 
with some clues: 

Hunting for the string of bytes 38 E9 01 will list all 
‘occurrences of code that subtracts one from (rather than 

decrements) various locations. A possible ‘life 
byte’ will immediately follow this code after 
ап ТА command. 

I, as in Armalyte, the game does not work 
after you install the cheat, and the DEC" 
command is at location $E9F3, there might 
Бе a bit of code that checks to make sure 
that location $E9F3 is always SCE. (eg. LOA 
SE9F3, CMP K$AD). In this case re-load the 
game and change the code to make sure the 
value is always SAD (i.e, LDA SE9F3, CMP 


SAD), Install the cheat and restart, and the 
game should now work properly with infinite 
lives. In my example you would hunt for the 
string of bytes AD F3 E9 C9 CE. If you are опе 
of the many people that have just rooted out 
their Armalyte disks, then try typing "D АТЗ" 
in the cartridge's monitor and change the 
bytes 20 30 EO to АС 97 A1, now re-enter the 
game by typing 'G A000" and you can't die. 

Some games have protection directly 
against cartridges, it would require а 
‘complete machine code course to overcome 
it and | am not at liberty to divulge that kind 
of information anyway (so tough luck) 

А word of warning: writing cheat modes 
When you are not very good at it can 
seriously bore your friends to death, only 
attempt it if they have something else to 
amuse themselves with! 

For comparison it took me eighteen 
seconds to install the Bombuzal infinite lives 
cheat without using any cheat-aiding 
software! You will soon learn the short-cuts. 

Happy Cheating! 
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MICRO WIMBLEDON 


Anyone for tennis? 
Eugene Lacey serves a 
few aces and puts you in 
the right court. 





епіс ought to be a fairly simple sport to 
т simulate. Two players bat а ball back and 
forth to each other across a net in a rectangular 
court. The first Pong’ computer games were 
practically doing this nearly fifteen years ago! 

Іп 1990, however, the simpler the game the 
greater the expectation that the graphical 
representation of the sport will be close to the 
real thing. Tennis suddenly begins to look a lot 
less simple. Practically every muscle in the body 
is involved as the player throws the ball in the air, 
swings the racquet above the head and brings it 
down through the air, twisting and bending the 
whole body at the same time, as the ball fies 
towards the opponent's chalk 

‘And that's just serving! 

The Tennis ACE's presented on these pages 
are in our view the best games around. We have 
looked for games that try to push the frontiers of 
presentation but also those which are - first and 
foremost = strong on playability. Go for that 
ace. 





PC ENGINE 


INTERNATIONAL 
TENNIS 


The PC Engine serves a scorcher 


сою 





No doubt about it. PC Engine International Tennis 
is the standard that should be looked at before 
all new tennis games are embarked оп. 
Programmer beware. PC Engine owner, rejoice. 
The rest of us, look on and wonder. 

PCIT performs briliantly in the four key areas 
that make the difference between good and bad 
‘computer tennis. The first category is the 
essential one of 3D graphics - the movement of 
the һай is totally believable as it pursues its 30 
trajectory towards your opponent from whatever 
position you strike it. 

Secondly, the method of hitting the ball is 
simple to master but also totally plausible as the 
computer animation reflects the decision you 
make with your keypad. The net result (sorry) of 
this is that great, flowing ralies can be enjoyed 
by the participants, 

The third key category is options and here 
again РСІТ points the way. Spin, force of shot, 
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positioning, four player doubles - the player has 
many possibilties at his/her fingertips at all 
times. 

The fourth essential is extras. There must 
always be a gloss for a sports game. It may be 
TV style commentaries as you get in Cinemaware 
games, or а completely separate arcade 
adventure as you get here in PCIT - your 
progress dependent on your performance on the 
centre court. A seminal piece of sports 
simulation programming. 


© Eugene Lacey 





3D INTERNATIONAL 
TENNIS 


Total 3D experience from 








Here Palace up the stakes with a revolutionary 
пен system which rotates and tits the court as 
you make your shots. 

There is a price to be paid for this 
enhancement, however - the players turn out to 
be wireframe stick people of indeterminate sex. 

But the benefits more than outweigh the 
limitations. It enables you to have much more 
control over the ball including top spin and 
back spin - and to get into and enjoy those 
rallies to а much greater extent 

The game features lots of other options and 


extra's - as you would expect from programmers 
Sensible Software (Microprose Soccer, Wizball. 
There are four skill levels to play against an. 
opponent, or the computer: Amateur, SemiPro, 
Pro and Ace. Ace is where all game play options 
are switched on = it's also quicker, with a greater 
variety of shots at your disposal and ~ most 
importantly - you are also playing for money. 

The money side of things provides for a sub 
game of some merit, You have to decide which 
tournaments to compete in and work out your 
likelihood of taking home а cash prize if all of the 
serious money is riding on the winner and runner 
up. 

30 international Tennis represents the most 
innovative approach to computer tennis for 
years, This is praiseworthy in itself but what is 
‘even better is that all of its radical ideas are 
made to work. Highly playable and addictive, 


© Eugene Lacey 
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TENNIS CUP 


Split screen smash from 
Loriciels/ U S Gold 


Split screen presentation and stacks of stroke 
options are the key distinguishing features here. 
The game requires some effort from the player 
to master the six different types of serve and 
thirty possible strokes available to you 
(depending on your position on the court) and the 
return your opponent has just made. But once 
you're up and running you can begin to enjoy 
some sterling rallies. 

The whole play area scrolls sideways in both 























directions as the rally flows. Тһе limitation of this 
type of presentation is that it does not allow 
players to attack the net. However, apart from 
the limited nature of the 3D presentation, Tennis 
Cup has lots of visual treats and the overall 
standard of graphics is very high. Particularly 
neat are the variety and detail of faces in the 
crowd ~ so much more convincing than the usual 
row of footballs, 

The game lets you play on grass, clay, hard 
court, or indoors. Three or five set games сап 
be selected against a friend, the computer, or 
you and a friend against the computer іп a game 
of doubles. 

Tennis Cup is more of a game based on 
tennis than a simulation of the sport as 
represented by 3D International Tennis. But this 
‘compromise is made for good, sensible reasons 
of game design and hardware limitations and is 
as playable as any of the games on this page - 
and a good deal prettier than most of them. 


ө Eugene Lacey 
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өө 
PRO-TENNIS TOUR 


Thrash Becker and Lendl - thanks 
to Ubisoft 





Pro-Tennis Tour brings you up against the top 
players on the world tennis circuit - Lendi, 
Becker, they are all here as you seek to up your 
own personal world ranking. 

Ubisoft opt for а fairly straightforward 
presentation of the court with the action viewed 
from your end of the court throughout. No spit 
screens or three dimensional rotation here. 
Game controls are simplicity itself. То serve, you 
throw the ball in the air and then move a cross 
hair to determine the direction you want ît to 


BALLS UP! 








travel 

Returning shots is equally simple. All you have 
to do is press fire — the computer works out for 
you whether to use а backhand or forearm return 
‘depending on your position on the court. This 
simplicity does facilitate some excellent rallies, 
but you can't move and swing at the same time. 
The bat seems to take forever to make the swing 
before it connects with the ball and this means 
your positioning has to be spoton, arriving at 
the position where the ball wil be returned just 
before й gets there. This doesn't spoil the rales 
exactly, it just makes them slightly unrealistic. 

Pro-Tennis Tour has excellent sound and 
graphics. Worthy of particular mention are the 
landmark shots at the start of various 
tournaments. The Tower of London never looked 
so good in pixels, and the Statue of Liberty isn't 
bad either. 

(© Eugene Lacey 
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PASSING SHOT 


Coin-op conversion from Sega / 
Image Works 


Image Works last year launched one of the few 
conversions of а coin-op tennis game ever 
Unfortunately, ке its arcade big brother, the 
home versions of Passing Shot failed to make 
much impact on the games scene. 

The trouble is, it suffers from a very odd 
‘overhead perspective. The ball fies skywards 
everytime a rally gets going and to make matters 
even worse it only shows part of the court whist 
the ball is in motion. It does scroll vertically to 
show you the rest of the court eventually, but this 
is itle compensation. It is therefore difficult to 
predict where the ball is going to arrive back in 
your court - the very essence of tennis, surely. 

Thankfully, it switches to а 3D perspective for 
serving (server's view) and this aspect of the 
game works fine. But just as TV tennis fans find 
it a complete bore to see a match won on 
service alone so the same applies to Passing. 
Shot. 

Within Passing Shot's very unrealistic 
parameters it 15 possible to enjoy it. You can 
have decent rales, however untennistike. АСЕ 
is sure that Sega – the industry s leaders in coin- 
ор 3D – could do better if they were to make 
another attempt 

ө Eugene Lacey 
























PAST, PRESENT, FUTURE 


STIAMIGA 


TENNIS 


Take the set out to play with 
Nintendo's Gameboy 


Gameboy Tennis offers the best game you can 
get on any of the handhelds so far, This 
statement is a bit unfair as the Lynx doesn't have 
a tennis game as yet and the PC Engine 
handheld is stil under development by МЕС. 

But not that unfair either, when you consider that 
it offers a better game than many of the 
computer versions that are available. No mean 
achievement considering the black and white 
graphics on a tiny LCD monitor that the 
Gameboy has to work with. 

But these limitations do not stop Gameboy 
Tennis offering superb rallies, great control over 
the ball in serves and returns, a convincing 3D 
ball trajectory and, best of all, а two player link 
where two Gameboy owners can різу headto- 
head, each enjoying a full 3D players view of the 


court from his own end. 
(© Eugene Lacey 
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You're flying on high octane,adrenalin 
GEN 
D a лк 
/ |] 
STEALTH FIGHTER 


Forget about othe flights of fancy - This із the Real World. 


Imagine Falcon imdgine а m 
few hundred square miles 


of fantasy. 










Imagine F29 = imagine а 


Over 3, 300 missions 
possible. 








Cold, limited or. 
conventional tvar. 






Four grddeS of oppottent 






Four real-world scenarios 






All the action удій сап 
handle - ана always anew 
challénge waiting 








Graphical detail and. depth 
of gameplay are claims 
made by others - here they 
оте reality. 


FLY F19500N ON 
YOUR ATARI ST AND 
COMMODORE 
AMIGA. 



















ТИМ бабок Mtn: Аны! screens may var % 





SAVE MONEY! 


ACE ISSUES 
FOR ONLY £17.95 


12 issues from Don't queue 
your newsagent for your copy! 
would normally Receive priority. 


cost you £19.20 


allocations at ACE 
conferences* and 
get free tickets 
(non-subscribers 
pay £5) 


Receive free 
quarterly issues of 
InterfACE - an 
exclusive sub- 
scriber's 
newsletter 


European Space EE аса 
Simulator goes CO! i 





THE ACE 


The future of electronic entertainment has 
never looked better - and neither has the 
magazine that's universally acknowledged as 
THE most authoritative magazine covering 
games technology. People who read ACE 
regularly know that they will always be kept 
right on the cutting edge of the entertainment 
revolution. If you haven't been getting the 
mag regularly, here's what you've been 
missing - and this is just the last four issues! 





EXCLUSIVE COVERAGE 
CD-I Batman, Ultima У, the revolutionary 
Microprose arcade flight simulator, hypergames, Sid 
Meier's superbly playable Railroad Tycoon, location 
reports from US companies, Centurion - the 
successor to Defender of the Crown, and much more 
- all covered FIRST in ACE. 


IN-DEPTH REVIEWS 
Тһе ACE РІС curve system is unique - no other 











Overseas subscriptions (12 months) Air Mail 
Europe £42.95 @ Air Mail Rest of World £72.95 
Surface Mail All Territories £27.95 


see order form on page 121 or call 0858 410510 
credit card hotline 0858 410888 
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reviewing system tells you more about the games 
you're going to play. What's more, unlike many 
other magazines, ACE ONLY reviews the finished 


versions of games, not demo or рге 
samples. If it's rev 





id here, it 





buy 
month, the reviews s 
it out and see for yourself. 


GREAT FEATURES 
Exclusive on-the 
games world th, 
reach. Where el. 


pot reports fror 





her тадаг 








would you find a loca 


tion is better than e 


nes simply c 





exactly what you'll 
not what they'll say you'll buy. And from this 
ver. Check 


parts of the 


annot 


report 


from George ‘Star Wars’ Lucas’ Skywalker Ranch 
programming house, or the castle of Lord "Ultima 
British, or the Hollywood offices of AIM's Interactive 


Entertainment project? Not to mention ге 
Paris, Baltimore, and Japan 








GREAT PRIZES! 


You could have won a fabul 





and you can se 
up-and-coming in THE FUTURE panel below. 


orts from 


what's 





us FM Towns CD-ROM 


computer, a Video Cassette Recorder, an al-expenses 
Paid trip to Paris' Science City, a CD Walkman, and 


ЕЕЕ of free software. And if that's not ene 


ough for 


you, check out the incredible prizes we're offering 
over the next few months in the Win! Win! Win! 


panel on the right. 


the summer in Siberia, we've also 


a stunning competition that could take 
you to the heart of Texas as the personal guest of 
Lord British at a special Halloween party. These 
partios, organised by LB himself at vast expense, 
have become legendary in the American games 
World and this will be the first time ever that a UK 
а аныкы el ing 


In the October issue, due out in September, you'll, 
‘receive exclusive coverage of the world's biggest 
‘games only show as ACE prepares to take you into 
the future - literally. We'll be putting together the 
most ambitious exhibit ever, Living Room 2001AD, 
Which will present tomorrow's working technology. 


today for you to see, hear, and play. 


places? Want to grab loads of free software? Here's a couple of great 
peim ACE render oo ete over Uo Han fon бат 

HOLLYWOOD HUINX! 

Nope, not an Infocom game ~ but a 
stunning chance to win a ticket to 
Universal Studios in Hollywood 
courtesy of Mirrorsoft. There you'll be 
taken round some of the sets of recent 
blockbusting movies, including Back to 
‘the Future П AND M, plus a secret visit 
to a new movie location currently. 
being filmed and licensed by 
Mirrorsoft. Your ticket application will 
be on next month's cover - don't miss 
m 







з TEXAS CHAINSAW MASSACRE! 

ж” Well, not quite. At least we hope not, 
But a visit to Lord British's renowned. 
Halloween party at his palatial abode іп 
‘Austin, Texas is bound to be full of 
‘surprises. Not only will you get to meet 
ali the Origin gang and see their latest 
games in development, but you'll also 


мама Geter тый а athe wan amen ir уа 


эзше cherry & тө Vg о па мәле и Төз 
You coat to 


Аз an ACE Reader you also get the 
opportunity to apply for a place on the 
АСЕ Conferences. For just £5 (FREE if 
you're а subscriber) you get to visit 
some of Britain's top software houses, 
a free lunch, bags of freebies (including 
software, T-shirts, and other goodies), 
and - most important of all - the chance 
to meet the people who produce the 
games you play. You'll be given the 
‘opportunity to play some of the new 
games under development, and to tell 
the programmers and publishers what = Mure ри 
you think of them. They'll listen. And слан туло! (meet he Вата аға Ас 
you'll have a great time. See pages $768, 


"Ап excellent day out 
and well worth it to other 


теадегу."" From в ener sem to us by a recent atendee at an ACE Conference: 
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е SENSIBLE SOFTWARE'S ө 


TERTIA 


TE Ni NIS 
И ТА 


USE QE VECTOR GRAPHICS HAS CREATED A САМЕ ИИТ 










м 


















hot 


Individual format 
lease dates may vary 


* Remarkable new 3D real time animation system. 

* One or two player games. * 72 tournaments to play іп ай based on real events with 

* Four player ability levels — amateur, semi-pro, pro and Ace. genuine court conditions and prize monies. 

* View the game from any one of ten “camera” angles - % 4 court surfaces - grass, clay, carpet and cement - each 
infinite on ST and Amiga. affecting game play. 

© Learn to play topspin and backspin balls. * Digitised pictures (ST and Amiga) 

* True control over the direction of your shots. * Digitised voice of real Wimbledon umpire (ST and Amiga). 

€ T.V. tennis theme tunes. © Choose which 22 toumaments to play in a full tennis 

• Any-time save option. season, against world class competition and aim to eam a 

* 64 different computer opponents, with 16 skill levels. million dollars! 


• C64 е C64 DISK е SPECTRUM е AMSTRAD € AMSTRAD DISK ө ST е AMIGA e 

















THE ACE CHARTS AND STOCKMARKET . 100 
The only place in Britain where you can find out - instantly 
— which games have been getting the top marks from revi- 
wers all over the country. Then you can decide which 
games to buy and - if you fancy a real challenge - you can 
try to predict next month's winners and win yourself a 
prize. The ACE Charts — the only charts that go by објес- 
tive opinion and not hyped sales. 





HOT OFF THE SHELF. 124 
Every month magazines review dozens of games, but 
once they've been reviewed they don't always get men- 
tioned again in future issues. But the games often stay on 
the shelves at your local store for three months or more. 
this section tells you which games have been highly rated 
in recent ACE issues and are stil likely to be available — so 
you can make your choice without having to go through all 
the back issues 





CD-I UPDATE... „103 
Just as this issue went to press, we received this report on 
the Philips UK announcement of CD-I, including news of 
software titles, games, availability, and pricing. Only trou- 
ble is, will the Commodore CD-TV pip CD-I at the post? 
See The Blitter End on раде 130 for more comment. 





ACE READERS PAGES... 126 
Everything from pen pals to second hand machines in the 
ACE market place. 





pink pages 


IN THE 
PINK 





THE ACE PRIZE PUZZLE... 105 
Оту geniuses stand a chance of winning a prize here – 
but that's just what you аге, aren't you? 





THE ACE PRIZE CROSSWORD 105 
Years of frustration for idiots, hours of fun for the rest of us. 





THE ACE DIARY .... пт 
The definitive checklist of product launches in June and 
July, plus details of other notable events including, of 
course, the World Cup. Also dates for the 16-bit Computer 
Fair and the All-Formats Computer Fair - good places to 
pick up a bargain. 





ACE DEALS 108 
Every month dealers across the country plan to give away 
freebies, run competitions, and make special offers to their 
customers. If you're planning a software purchase, check 
here first to see whether your local store can make your 
money go further, 





THE ACE HARDWARE GUIDE... 
Which console does what? Find out here... 


119 





WIN WIN WIN!.. 116 
Grab yourself one of twenty free copies of Corporation 
from new kids on the software block – CORE. 
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THE ACE 
STOCK MARKET 


NOTHING LESS THAN THE BEST CHARTS IN THE BUSINESS - BECAUSE THEY WIN YOU PRIZES AND THEY'RE BASED 
ON THE AUTHORITATIVE OPINIONS OF GAMES EXPERTS AND REVIEWERS ACROSS THE COUNTRY. IF A GAME HITS 
THE HIGH SPOTS ON THESE PAGES, YOU KNOW IT BELONGS IN YOUR COLLECTION. 





here else can you find out which accurate charts, the best buying guide, and the 
Wee а Ca aout ereny 
FAL the atten Dd re” теті ашуы to id Sa feh 
fre wich amet You ought о ота buy 
io, wich soar houses are розн te 
htt operis and sa bons ма 
Pas ура viele Ep neri пена 
The ACE Stockmarket is al ot пе most 


THE WINNERS: ROUNDS 
SIX AND SEVEN 


The Stockmarket winners have now been brought fully up to date this month was we publish the winners 
for tho current round, That means that from now оп you'll be able о find out whether you've won each 
month by checking the next issue of the magazine, and not by having to wait a couple of 
results are printed 

There have also been some delays in sending out prizes, tor which we humbly apologise, We have 
had to set up a special software buying system to provide the many prizes we give away in he тада. 
zine each month and it has taken rather longer than we had hoped. However, ай should now be running 
‘smoothly and prizes are now on their way. 

Аз most readers are aware, we now run a slightly diferent system for selecting winners. You only 





Тор Ten Console Sales compiled by Shekhana 

Computers, 2 Gladstone House, High ово, Wood. 

Green, London N22. Tel: 061-809 9412, Fax: 081-809 

8473 and at 221 Tottenham Court Road, London, WI 
Tot 071.831 4627 


























havo to nominate one titie in each category and whore more than one person gets it ight, there is a ran 
дот selection to pick the winner. This makes it easier lo submit a an entry with a chance of winning in at 
least опо category. For those geniuses who were consistently getting nearly ай entries right in tho ма 





ous categories, however, it makes it slightly more dificult to win sin 
tion. Eggheads wil, of course, stil be able to score big wins in the Jackpot Category if they get ай five 
'entros right and И they get more than one individual entry correct in the other sections thay do get 

lor each section, thus boosting their chances. This month, Pi Maxfield missed the 
by only one game on the PC (he got Blood Money in fourth place instead of Gun: 


"there's likely to be more compet 








included in the dra 
Jackpot in Round 
boat) 

Round Six winners: Nick Brewer of Bedlord was one о! six people to get Rainbow Islands as num. 
ber one for the Spectrum; Amarendra Swarup of Golders Green was one ої ten to nominate Vendetta for 
the C64, and Jay Noble was one of 16 to guess E-Motion for the PC. No one guessed Space Rogue on 
the Amiga, Myth on the СРС, or Ках on the ST. Shame on you! 

Round Seven winners:Emyr Jones of Llanrwst got Tower of Babel on the Amiga; Regan Atkinson 
was one of ten to get Hammertst on the Spectrum: Richard Mather was one of three to get Midwinter 
the ST; Adam Shapiro was one of six who got Turrican on the C64; and Kashif Quraishi of Hayes was 
one of twelve to get Ultima Vi on the РС. 

















THE STOCKMARKET 


The ACE Stockmarket gets its name from the | 
fact that each month we list the top sofware 
Companies together with a ‘share price for 
васп one. The Stockmarket tells you which 
software houses are currently producing the 
тові successful mias. Each company has a 
THIS MONTH rating, which is calculated 
according to the reviews its games have 
received during the current month. A company 
whose games are all rated highly will have а. 
high THIS MONTH score, 

The next rating in the company counter is 
the SHARE PRICE. This simply tells you how 
well а company is doing relative to its past рег 
formance If a company gets worse reviews this 
month than last month, its price will drop. I i 
gots better reviews, the price rises. Companies 
who gel no reviews at all have thelr price 
decreased each month unti they get reviewed 
адап 

Associated with the share price is the « 
rating, which simply tels you how much that 
company's share price has risen or fallen this 
month, 

Finaly, there's the company's INDEX ВАТ". | 
ING. This shows how well a company's gamos 
have done this month compared to the average 
score gained by ай the other games reviewed 
It's this rating that determines the position of a 
company in the charts. The average score for 
ALL games reviewed each month is called the 
SOFTWARE INDEX and ifs printed at the top. 
of the Stockmarket. For example, this month 
reviews of System 3's titles have scored a stag: 
gering 18.89 points above the average review 
mark forall games. 

Ali figures in he Stockmarket are derived 
from as many magazines as wo can lay our 
hands on each month 














THE 16 BIT CHART THE 8-BIT CHART 








Title Publisher Format Rating тне 

Midwinter Rainbird st Turcan 

Tower of Babel Rainbird Amiga Castle Master 
Their Finest Hour US Goid Атда Hammertat 
Warhead Activision Amiga, ST хол 

Caste Master Domark Amiga. ST Рретала 

LHX Attack Chopper Electronic Ars РС Ninja Sprits 
Escape/Robot Monsters Domark Amiga, ST E Motion 

F29 Retaliator Ocean Amiga, ST Cloud Kingdoms 
Hammerfst Activision Атда 87. Fiendish Freddy 
Player Manager ‘Anco Amiga. ST 8688 Oriental Games 
Antheads Cinemaware Amiga. ST 5585 


Publisher Format Rating 
Rainbow Ants  Commé4 94.25 
Domark C64, Sp 8938 
Activision ^ С64 СРС.Өр 8882 
Rainbow Ans Сотты 885 
Empire Sp 8825 
Activision Соттб4 845 
US Gold Сел, Sp 83.94 
Millennium | Commé4 8367 
Mindscape | CPC,C&4,Sp 8311 
Micro Sve Sp 82 


‘Bubbling under: Starfght (Electronic Arts) on Commodore 64; Crackdown 


Bubbling under: Dragon's Breath (Palace) on Amiga and ST; Xenomorph 
(Pandora) on Amiga and ST; Klar (Domark) on ST. 





ium. 


100 sovanceo смешта entertant 


(US Gold) on Commodore 64 and Spectrum; Overlander (Encore) on Spec: 








AMIGA RATINGS 


Tower of Babel Rainbird 9292 
Their Finest Hour. US боё % 
F29 Retallator Ocean 8957 
Player Manager ‘Anco 89 
Escape/Robo! Monsters Domark rj 


Player Manager makes its second appearance in 
the Amiga top five, on the format which consistent 
ly features the highest ratings. Despite the horde. 
f football games coming out in time for the Word 
Cup, Anco’s Player Manager is the only soccer 
дате to make it into Ie top five, on any format 





AMSTRAD CPC RATINGS 


Fiendish Freddy Mindscape вз 
Psycho Hopper Mastertronic 7625 
Raster Runner Mastertronic 6625 
Dr Doom's Revenge Empire 6417 
Hopping Mad Encore 5975 


Not a vintage time for buying CPC games: it 
‘seems fairly clear wherayour money should be 
going this month 


Those are the console games that || SEGA MEGADRIVE TOP 10 
1 GOLDEN AXE 


are soling the most copies at 
Shokhana's London outlets. 2 GHOUL 
Мо change at ай on tho 





SUPER SHINOBI 


IBM PC AND COMPATIBLE RATINGS 





Ultima VI Origin s85 
LHX Attack Chopper Electronic Aris 88, 

Loom US Gold 15 
Gunboat Accolade 795 
Minera Thalamus 795 


tima Vi getting glowing reviews everywhere; 
expect to hear more on Loom in the tuture. Having 
two fantasy les in the top five must say some 
thing about PC owners — though exactly what. we 
cant зау 








SPECTRUM RATINGS 





Hammett Actvison 9025 
Castie Master Domark 8725 
E-Moton US бой вава 
Oriental Games Micro Style 82 
Fiondish Freddy Mindscape 7833 


jm ор five. albeit with 
10 are ай Арсе gam 
зе days on В bi formal 


s running in the 










unusually 





POWER DRIFT 
CITY HUNTER. 
PARANOIA 
CHASE НО 


SNGHOSTS 





pink pages 


THE MACHINE CHARTS 


ATARI ST RATINGS 





Мамта Rainbird 9354 
Castie Master бота 8858 
Escape/Robot Monsters Domark 8675 
Xenomorph Pandora 865 
Dragon's Breath Palace 8633 


The two Domark ties have switched places from 
last month, with Midwinter, suffenng тот delays in 
the shops, topping the lot on the reviewers ists. 








COMMODORE 64 RATINGS 
Turcan Rainbow Als 0425 
Flimbo's Quest System З 935 
Castle Master Domark 915 
Hammertst Activision. 885 
Fiendisn Freddy Mindscape вв 
TV Sports Football ^ Cinemaware вв 





These are the best scores for the Commodore 64 

lor ages, a breath of fresh air for 64 owners who 

wore beginning to tee! neglected, with three tiles 
ently scoring over 90% 








4 TENNIS 

5 LAST BATTLE (North Star) 

6 SUPER MARIO LAND. 
SPACE INVADERS ORIGINAL 















Megadrive, but a host of new mies FINAL BLOW NEW ZEALAND STORY В PARANOIA 

‘on the PC Engine including Splatter LAST BATTLE (Norm Star PSYCHO CHASER 9 TRUMP BOY 

House which takes pole position. Оп RAMBO Ii 8 TIGER ROAD 0 FLAPPY SPECIAL 

the Gameboy the all-conquering FORGOTTEN WORLDS CYBER CORE 

Tetris has boon hit for six by Batman SUPER REAL BASKETBALL 0 SUPER VOLLEYBALL LYNX TOP 5 

and Soccer Boy kicks Golf right out ASSAULT SUIT LEYNOS 1 CALIFORNIA GAMES 

ol the chart. Finally, the ever-popular TATSUJIN GAME BOY TOP 10 2 GAUNTLET 

Gauntlet shakes up the Lynx chart + BATMAN 3 CHIPS CHALLENGE 
ples Blue Lightning out ofthe рс ENGINE TOP 10 5 TETRIS 4 GATES OF ZENDOCON 





top ve, More new les next month. SPLATTER HOUSE з SOCCER BOY 5 ELECTROCOP 


THE ACE STOCKMARKET - THE TOP 25 SOFTCOS 


There are four columns of ratings for companies each month in the ACE ompanies rating 100 and marked * are ‘new entries’. They haven't 
Stock Market. The first shows the overall score for this month only, sta — featured in the Company Counter before, and а company’s launch share 
tistically calculated from hundreds of reviews in magazines during the price is always 100. 

current month, The second shows the amount of change - up or down There's just one new entry this month: Gonzo Games just sneaks 
from the previous month. The third is the share price: the company's into the top 25 with Wipe Out, its novel space age skateboarding game. 
rating relative to its past perfor: The Software Index contin 
mance, while the final column THIS MONTH'S SOFTWARE INDEX RATING: ves its steady climb: at 73.86 this 
shows how highly each company’s 73.86 month, it's up nearly half а point 
tiles have scored compared to the again. Ме games improving all the 
software index rating for that UP NEARLY HALF A POINT! time, or аге reviewers becoming 
month more generous? 

The software index rating is the overall average mark given Бу mag: System 3's flying high, while Anco is basking in the glory of Player 
azine reviewers over ай titles. Although we only print the top 25 compa Manager and Kick ОП 2. Regulars such as Microprose, Image Works 
nies in the Stock Market, all other companies’ performances continue to алд its American associate Cinemaware, which all pride themselves оп 
һе monitored е high quality of their releases, are finding the reviewers in agreemer 














Publisher Bade ча в“ 

SVUS бой 355 847 
Systema 9275 Валын 55 аз 
Anco Ocean n 7.05 
Audogeric. 9083 05 па 614 
Microprose Mindscape па 57 
Image Works Gromin 46 552 
Cinemaware | 8683 UbSoh 636 5 
Elecronie Zoo 8675 Gonzo Games ма 489 
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OFTWARE CITY 


Unit 4, B.D.C., 21 Temple Street, Wolverhampton. WV2 4AN. 
Tel: 0902 25304. Fax : 0902 712751 


= CALL US ON: 24 HOUR CREDIT CARD HOTLINE 0902 25304 EN 











ATARI ST & AMIGA GAMES SIXTEEN BIT COMPILATIONS 











































rwv Fa ЕЕ 22 5 WORLD CUP COMPILATION Kek Ой, Tracksuit Manager осо 
ice E Em ST a Amiga £1699 
гы мави | legen tories СЯ СЕ ALL TIME FAVORITES Toot Orive. Moan 18. Famous Courses 182 
кы ы Em эла Haba 
LET cm xc Sra Amiga £19.99 
[Barman пе Mo зе “ж 4% | * TRIAD VOL 3 ‘Speedball. Blood Money & Rocket Ranger 
EX 284 рожа 818 Amiga £1999 
bef pre ere WE w EDMON one Dose Diagon. Xenon, Gremlin Wing and 
ШЕ пе ооо ыз 
шло лыш сл саса Ста St Amiga £1999 
iE (5-12 | a MAGNUM FOUR pecados We тик Doula Dragoni 
or AE aman he Caped Снов 
ENSIS сан TED St Amiga сте 
mae зю зи P. 42 |, THRILLTIME PLATIGNUM VOL 2 кал Warriors. Buggy Boy. Bombjack. Space 
da Em tarot ve and Gn ды тылына 
[rn onc A oum ws wm Beyond the Ice Palace and Battleships. 
Сат Command лано 1699 | Miscia Curs өм ive главом МА. mj St & Amiga £16.99 
EX EET IT TED IL рон NOE Rye. LK e Voyager а Batman he бергі 
ERU вена | ТІ Conds 
oaks d олмен салп жалы нее 
E SS ТІ + nens Trunderlade, LED Storm. Blasteroids & inp 
ae а ла ase 
шіш creen Sta Amiga £19.99 
ee уссат = + cunts unit 2 Roling Thunder. 1043. Outun 
Миа ue. St & Amiga £19.99 
É c zi + THE STORY SO FAR VOL 1 a Ware Воду Boy. Beyond пе ке 
E = ха Pano ыша 
[Dey Double нола його 13% | Queston of Sport (Specia) От) 8% ST£13.99 АО £13.99 
[Democies. "уре ipd Ren) 208. ж THE STORY SO FAR VOL 3 ‘Space Harrier. Live and Let Die, Bomb Jack. 
Ec Er z 
EETA => pon 
ST e130 да £13.90 
* PRECIOUS METAL. Captain Blood, Xenon, Arkaniod 2 


(ST Only) Superhang оп 
(AG Only) Crazy Cars 
57016.99 AG £16.99 








рта ба бы Оны), AR 35" DOUBLE SIDED, 1 юл 
aid ‘os 4% | DOUBLE DENSITY WITH LABELS 104699 
ето el зам — 25£16.99 
ei ian bak SORTER — ian | Mouse Mats £299 
ese ror or Cate зони МТ em ST & AG Extension Leads £599 

[F29 киз о 5 м | Amiga 1/2 Meg Expansion £59.00 





ciem 114 14% | Amiga 1/2 Meg Expan + Dungeon Master 6900 
cin i i мА —— | Amiga 1/2 Meg + Clock + Dung’ Master — £79.00 








































































Бү асин 4 

Footbal rector 2 340. "e 33% am 'ORDER FORM AND INFORMATION 

пи Ае i ex - АА. thos | |All orders sent FIRST CLASS subject to availability. Just fill іп the coupon and send it 
а 25-72 [e:SOFTWARE CITY, Unt 4, The BOC, 21 Temple Street, Wolverhampton. WV2 AAN. 

rare we. tee e se ORDER FORM 

Kem 5 ا‎ Маш. ma s 

EEUU E ‘ime — a | | nones. 

E د‎ neto EE Computer Value 

Ере Пірі п ST TOTAL 

Е 12-712 | ШД | [POSTAGE RATES: Pese гаво pomt pago dere undor EEG counties мої 

ree uuum Ae | пасти ан iem partem e at 2 

Кошту ыр үн By CHEQUE Crecus pra о Sotvam у 

EC c eme | НЫ Copy Dae 

Е р z ЕЕЕ 

к C 22 | ee women 

ко mee 52 [om ө | ery 
































in 1991. 














hilips has officially 
launched СОЧ in the 
UK - although we stil won't 
be able to buy the finished 
product in this country until 
1991. What is available now 
are specific СОЧ 
development toolkits, 85 
Philips interactive Media 
Services (IMS) now has а 
year to attract British 
publishers, software 
companies, record 
companies, etc, into. 
working on С products. 
Most СОЗ work is currently 
taking place in the US and 
Japan - Europe has some 
catching up to do. ІСІТпе 
launch also gave Philips the 
‘opportunity to explain where 
it hopes to sell to sell the 
systems, and the heartening 
news for ACE readers is 
that СОМ is intended 
primarily for home 
entertainment use, to. 
become as much partof. 
your living room furniture a5 
the TV, VOR and hii (СІТһе 
system, when commercially 
available, will look exactly 


At a recent convocation of UK 
developers and trade parties, 
Philips announced its plans for 
CD-I in the UK. Here's a quick 
checklist of the schedules and 
the software we can expect to 
see when the system appears 


like a rather fat CD audio 
player and wil hook up into 
your hifi and television - 
helping to keep the cost of 
buying а fully featured COH 
system down. Philips says 
that the cost of the CD4 
player wil definitely be 
under $1,000 when it is 
launched in the US next. 
year, and when it arrives іп 
the UK about three months. 
later we can expect a price 
tag of around 0750. After 
that, you can expect the 
price to fall in much the 
same way as prices of video 
recorders and CD-audio 
players did five or six years 
ago.(CINor wil the disks 
themselves be particularly 
expensive. A basic 
interactive cartoon on СОЧ 
is likely to cost around û15- 
920, going up to perhaps 
4200 for a full multimedia 
encyclopaedia. Hardly an 
impulse buy, but it certainly 
compares favourably to the 
cost of a 20 volume set of 
the Encyclopaedia. 
Britannica! AIM's Treasures 





be (and the system STILL doesn't have full motion video, 
although we're assured it will) the hardware lacks the 
computer graphics handling capacity of the Amiga, which 
forms the heart of the CD-TV. Processing power is going to 
be vital if the new video/audioicomputer standards like CD-i 
and DVI are going to be able to make maximum use of the 


three media they command. 


Commodore may pull off а coup with СОТУ - and Philips. 
may be soon be kicking themselves. 


of the Smithsonian, for 
example (see ACE 32) wil 
retail at 549.95 (around 
040), which is cheaper than 
the ‘coffee table’ book of. 
pictures of exhibits currently 
available. (C\Philips hopes 
that around 30-35 tiles wil 
be available in the UK at 
launch, which doesn't sound 
very many at all, until you 
remember that a single CD4 
title will be far bigger in 
terms of content than a 
diskbased computer game, 
plus the fact that there are 
around 75 titles in 
development in the US 
alone.ICIThere are a good 
40 tiles in development in 
the US which are being kept 
under wraps, since the 
companies concerned don't 
want competitors jumping 
оп their bandwagon before 
the official launch date. 
“These are in various stages 
of production and some 
have nondisclosure 
agreements attached to 
them due to competition in 
the publishers’ markets,” 
said Jule Davies of Philips 
WS.ICIOver 30 however, 
сап be named, and come 
from companies as diverse 
аз book and encyclopaedia 
publishers, such as harcourt 
Brace Jovanovich and 
Britannica, through AM, to 
software houses such as 
Icom.(CIThe atmospheric 
strategy/adventure games 
Deja Vu and Uninvited are 
both being developed for 
COH, as is Sargon Chess 
which was released in the. 
UK many years ago on 
Ataris XL &bit machines. 
The American Rand McNally 
Road Абаз is а natural for 
translation to СОЧ, as is the 
Grolier Encyclopaedia, 
which has already been 
demonstrated at many 
exhibitions in its CDROM 
format. Phiatelists will be 
able to browse through the 
Stamps disk, while those 
who ike а flutter wil be able 


to experience Caesar's 
World of Gambling - without 
losing their shirts. ICJAM is 
overseeing ABC Sports 
Golf, Treasures of the 
Smithsonian and the CD4 
versions of the children's TV 
series Sesame Street, 
Sesame Street Numbers 
and Sesame Street Letters, 
Other children's tiles 
include the Cartoon 
Jukebox, Children's Musical 
Theatre, a disk of Bible 
stories retold for kids and a 
colouring book.ICIA number 
of the products in 
development in the ИК 
follow on from titles nearing 
‘completion in the US. ACE, 
issue 32, looked at several 
CD4 products in 
development at 
Philps/Polygram subsidiary 
АМ. For АМЕ Palm Springs 
(бон, read St Andrews: the 
Royal and Ancient Golf Club 
is talking to Philips about 
the possibilty of doing 
something with СОЧ. The 
company is also actively 
encouraging cartoonists to 
feature wellknown cartoon 
characters in games and 
"educational disks, since 
much of the cartoon-based 
development so far is based 
in Japan, and thus featuring 
characters unknown in the 
West. Стопе product 
demonstrated at the launch 
was The Listening Booth 
from EMG/Microware. While 
designed for the home 
leisure enthusiast, Listening 
Booth isn't а disk you сап 
buy to take home with you, 
but it could revolutionise the 
way you buy records or 
audio CDs, and is being 
piloted in the US at the 
‘moment, (CiListening Booth 
is in effect a CD jukebox, 
designed to be installed in 
record shops. With you can 
choose to listen to songs 
from an album, ога 
selection from a particular 
artist, ог more broadly а 
selection from a specific 
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type of music. At the зате 
time, youll see the 
accompanying video on 
screen, and at any time 
during the ‘performance’ 
you can stop it and choose 
to listen to something else. 
After listening to your 
selection, you'll be asked to 
rate what you've heard -a 
uselul piece of market 
research for the record 
companies. The day can't 
be too far away before ай 
your musiconly CDs 
become redundant as 
artists release the record 
plus video on a single СОЧ 
Tormat.(CJThis analogy is. 
continued in the Cartoon 
Jukebox disk, aimed at 
young children, Here the 
care that Philips is taking 
with making CD4 suitable for 
mass use is apparent. While 
the system will be mouse- 
compatible, and have а 
mouse port builtin, the main 
way of controling CD4 
programs will be from the 
comfort of your armchair, 
with an infrared remote 
control similar to the one 
you use with TV/Video, But 
Philips is also developing a 
children's version, a larger 
remote control with rounded 
edges and bigger buttons 
more suitable for small 
fingers.IC]Potential CD4 
developers who buy one of 
the authoring units also buy 
into an impressive support 
system based around 
Philips’ multimedia studios in 
Surrey. Technical advice, 
training courses, 
newsletters are all available, 
as is practical help with 
integrating data on 
disparate formats (video, 
computer graphics, 
audiotape, etc) on to the 
compact disk. The company 
is determined to make Ме 
as easy as possible for СОЧ 
authors to ensure the 
maximum number of 
projects come to fruition in 
time for 1991 
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MEGA DRIVE 
СЕН £185 








SUPERGRAF-X “ 


om. £209 
е 








CONSOLE CRAZY! с/о PERRYMERE LTD., || (051) 227 2482 
BRITANNIA BUILDINGS, 
46 FENWICK STREET, LIVERPOOL 12718. EK 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT & P & P. FX Есі 


PLEASE MAKE CHEQUES PAYABLE ТО РЕННҮМЕНЕ LTD. 
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PINK PUZZLES 


SOLUTION TO MAY '90 PRIZE 
CROSSWORD 





Winner of the May "90 Crossword is: Steve 
Wood, о! Wolverhampton, 


sol MAY '90 


LUTION TO 

PRIZE PUZZLE 
The next date that ай five of them will be present 
is Monday 25 March 1996 (Ош Review Editor's. 
30th Birthday)! 
Solution: The listing given counts off the dates 
оп the calendar, starting at Easter Sunday 
1990, and checks each date in turn to 
determine if each of the men will be present 
The number of days in each calendar month is 
first read into the array M(12) at ines 100 to 
110, the values themselves being held in the 
DATA line (1000). Line 120 sets the initial date 
lyear, month and day) together with the day of 
the week (W) and a count of the number of days 
elapsed (E). 

The extra day in February of leap years is set 
by line 200 - this becoming 29 whenever the 
year value is exactly divisible by 4, Lines 210 to 
250 check on the attendance of each of the five 
теп, rejecting any date as soon as a single non- 
attendance is discovered. For example, Arnold 
does not attend during the 6th, 7th, 9th, 10th, 
11th, or 12th months (June, July, Septem 
October, November and December do not 
contain an ‘A’, Similarly, the number of days 
elapsed is tested to determine # tis a multiple 
of 13 (пе 250), as this will determine if Eric is 
present. 

Any dates which pass all five tests are printed 
ош. Lines 300 to 330 increment the various 
components of the calendar, E being the number 
of days elapsed (ine 300), W the day of the 
Week (line 310), and D the day of the month (line 
320). Note that this value is compared with the 
number of days in the current month, а held in 
the array. When this is exceeded the date is 
гезе! to 1 and the month value incremented by 
1. The month value is also checked and is reset. 





JULY 90 PRIZE PUZZLE ENTRY FORM 











































































































to 1 when it exceeds 12. The year variable is 
increased when this occurs. 
100 DIM м(12) 
110 FOR M-1 ТО 12:RERD. 
2:М(М)=2:МЕНТ 
120 #=-1990:М=4:0=15:Ш=1:Е=0 
200 IF Ү/4-ІМТІҮ/ 4) THEN M(2}=29 
ELSE M(2)=28 
210 IF M-6 OR M-7 OR M>8 THEN 
300:REM Arnold 
220 IF D/2-INT (0/2) THEN 300:REM 
Basil 
250 IF W=3 OR Ш-5 OR Ш-6 OR Ш-? 
THEN 500:REM Charles 
240 IF D/SOINTID/S) THEN 300:REM 
Duncan 
250 IFE/13OINT (E/13) THEN 
300:REM Eric 
260 PRINT “Year: *;Y;" Month: 
Day: “il; 
300 
510 Wels 1:1F W=8 THEN Ш=1 
320 D-D-«1:IF DMIM) THEN 
0-1:М-м%1 
330 IF М-15 THEN Ұ-Ү%1:М-1 
340 GOTO 200 
1000 DATA 31, 28, 51, 50, 51, 30, 31, 
51, 50, 51, 50, 51 
"MS 
PRIZE = 
визе ГІН 
FIGURE З [- 
ONE 
































NAME........ 








ADDRESS...... 


JULY ’90 
PRIZE PUZZLE 
Set By Archie Medes 


Mustrated in the figure below are four rows of 
four dice. The three lower rows are obtained by 
turning over each of the dice in turn, starting 
with the penultimate die and moving to the left 
(as indiciated by the arrows). 

The four numbers so formed are 5623, 
5653, 5153 and 2153. All of these values are 
found to be prime numbers = that is, they have 
по whole-number divisors except for 
themselves and 1 

The competition this month is to repeat the 
procedure using the group of dice printed on 
the entry form, which have been left empty for 
you to fill in. here you will notice that there are 
five dice in each row and five rows in all, Once 
again, the dice are turned starting at the 
penultimate die and moving towards the left (as 
indicated by the arrows). Each of the five 
numbers represented by these rows of dice 
must be a prime. 

(Note that by ‘turning’ a die we mean 
turning it over so that the value formerly face 
down is now uppermost. If you haven't any dice 
to hand you wil find it useful to know that the 
Opposite faces of any die always add up to 7). 


Send your completed entry form to: 


July "90 Prize Puzzle 
АСЕ Magazine, 
Priory Court, 
30-32 Farringdon Lane, 
LONDON. ЕСІК 3AU. 


To эте no ше han Sth у 1990. 
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Special Reserve 


Best PRICES, Best GAMES, Best SERVICE 


Just 25,09 Annual Membership Fee 
Bi-monthly Buyer's Guides, each with reviews of 40 games and more. 
Release Schedules, issued bi-monthly, with advance release informatior| 
7-day hotline, to 8pm weekdays, 10 to 5.30 Saturdays, 11 to 5 Sundays. 
Fast despatch of stock items. Most lines in stock. 
Catalogue, Membership Card & Folder for the Buyer's Guides. 





Atari Lynx colour handheld 
лош 154,00 
powerpack and California . 
Games cartridge. 


Blue Lightning 
Electro Cop 


21.99 Chips Challenge 2199 
2199 Gates of Zendecon 21.99 


Joysticks 








Euromax Racemaker Joystick (Yoke) 
Euromax Ultimate Rapid Fire Joystick (Wide Base) 
Dynamics Competition Pro Extra (Clear Base) 

Naksha Mouse, Bracket & Mat (Amiga, ST, IBM) 
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AMIGA Mega-Savers 
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Can you afford not to join?‏ و 


3 Games sent individually wrapped by first class post. 
mation. | We send written confirmation of order (receipt). 
nays, | In the event of delay, refunds on request. 
Мо commitment, no obligation to buy 
ides. The best games at the best prices ^ PEN oe eee E SONOS Pe 


= Confidential. Our 32 page bi-monthly magazine is essential 
aN szadeq Vr rore аена in adventures or role playing games 
Written by experts, Confidential has covered everything попу How fo 
3M PC & Compatible Software З Host а Murder to Which F16 Flight Simulator? Our agents, led by 
f ‘the Master Spy known as “The Boss Upstairs”, seek out the 
шы зт ме їн ш юкат x, Secrets of RPG's, FRP's, MUG's, PBM's, Leisure Suit Larry, 
шы ST c EE rm DOE гага, MUGS, 
О АЕ PROFESSIONAL AR A + Myth. Written by Magnetic Scrolls, authors of The Pawn, 
A enters of Oficial Secs, Myh is a ema 
adventure set 
in Ancient Greece. In 
it youll meet The 
Ferryman, cheat Death 
23:5 A Я and face the пи 
DEWARAN E bee headed Hydra. Myth & 
à 1 includes the famous 
12014 TE Б Scrols parser 
^ s and is 





Amiga Format said: 
"At excelent adventure. 
wit, cunning and just plain good fun! H you liked Fish! youl probably 
the ne, because theyre уму вит in Sy: you may even preter 
) Ratings: Crash 91%, CU 90%, Amiga Format 87%, ТОМ 85% 

+ Sim City or Drakkhen пр 29.98. Choose one free with membership 
Oo Фаме ST Acton sa: "Orien really треш mo. For 

rg] me. the game was a злоће cross between my all. 

time favourite, Dungeon M 





* Help-Line. Manned weekdays unti врт and 
‘Sundays - with solutions to most adventures, 
Annual Membership to Official Secrets 
With 6 issues of Confidential, Myth, 


ral Sin Giy Ene art 2 if 99 











|| Мате & Address 





IBM Mega-Savers д Post Code Tel 


DISK .25 3.5 DISK 25 35} DS DD Disks Û computer "8257357 
и "207 TAPE 


A E 69p each ||. Special Reserve or Official Secrets 
О. Box 847, Harlow, CM21 9PH 


ae i 
RA ток 525" B... 

DOREM pack of ten once Membership No. || | 

; pci Reserve £5 UR TE EEC, E7 WO or 

t. ouf E 44 tpl 6.49 I онам secrets стаз s2 EEG, с mora 
Yu 908.99 | око mone] о 

1 S ; E zoo 

= ШЕ, ^ FOOTBALL MANAGER 2, ORCE a Monitor Stand 55 
Атіда ог 57 


19.99 


TUTE 5.99 LE Cu ud Star LC10 
JINXTER (WSCROLLS) . 1099 1839 NLQ Printer 


c 9 Cumana 
‘Dynamics ЇВІЙ Games Card with twin Spin joystick ports Drives 


Danica Compatiien Pro Eon Kors (Qe а - - 
Ж 99.99 redi card expiry date 
баео тера ун змов самалы 





| PLEASE ENTER MEMBERSHIP FEE 
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ACE DEALS 


other promotions. Artist 
Roger Dean, whose work is 
featured heavily on ай 
Psygnosis's packaging, 
among others, wil be 
making a personal 
appearance instore at 100, 
Oxford Street, London WI. 
оп Saturday, June В to sign 
autographs, etc. So if you 
have any Roger Dean 
inspired posters and 
artwork, take it along to the 
Viegin Games Centre in 
Oxford Street, and have А 
signed by the man himself. 

Not to be outdone by its 
neighbour, the Games 
Centre at Marble Arch wil 
be holding a tennis 
competition centred around 
UbiSoff's Pro Tennis Tour, 
and timed to coincide with 
Wimbledon. Full details are 
available from the staff at 
the Marble Arch Virgin 
Games Centre. Sharpen up 
your Pro Tennis Tour skills 
and give it a go. 

п the north east, the 
Computershops/Byteware 
chain has a BMX bike and a 
skateboard to give away as 
prizes in a competition 
based on Gremiin’s new 
title, Skidz. Anyone buying 
any software product from 
any of Computershops and 
Byteware's nine outlets will 
get a free entry to the 
competition. This particular 
competition is also running 
in all Microbyte shops. 

A BMX bike is also the. 
main prize being offered to 
buyers of Skidz throughout 
the Computer Store chain. 
Once you've bought Skidz, 
youl be asked to answer 


Every month, dozens of shops 
round the country offer 
freebies and competitions if 
you slide your hard-earned 
pennies over the counter. If 
you're planning a software 
purchase, it makes sense to 
check this page first to see 
whether one of your local 
dealers is offering a little bi 
extra for your money. 
orld Cup fever will 


Weis 


stores this month as the 
tournament reaches its 
climax and around 20 
related computer games 
finaly hit the streets. 
The Software Superstore 
chain is preparing for an 
onslaught of World Cup 
material - posters, 
footballs, Tshirts - you 
name it, they'll be there, 
either to be given away with 
purchases, or in the case of 
the footballs, as competition 
prizes. These promotions 
wil be concentrated on the 
games many people see as 
the main contenders for 
computing's own World Cup 
= Virgin's Itala 90 game 
complete with official 
matchstick man mascot, 
and US Gold's Italy 90. 

Official FIFA footballs are 
also up for grabs from all 
outlets of Computer Stores, 
based in Yorkshire (details 
below. 

There's one football to be 
won per shop, and you don't 








even need to make a 
purchase to enter the 
competition 

Various World Cup. 
paraphernalia can also be 
won at Microbyte, which has 
just opened a new store at 
20, Cleveland Street, 
Doncaster, on the site which 
was previously Microgamer. 

Microbyte's 
Collectn'Scheme voucher 
scheme (see previous 
issues for details) towards 
purchases is stil running, 
and in the second week of 
June, the stores are offering. 
double rations of stamps 
with your buys, making it a 
bit easier to save up for 
your tree goodies. Local 
Microbyte outlets have 
details of the latest prize 
lists availabe. 

Stil thinking of splashing 
out on Rainbrd' excellent 
Midwnter? Buy it at any 
Microbyte store and pick up 
a free dust cover for your 
computer at the same time 

Virgin Games Centres are 
turning their attention to 





three questions about 
Gremin, the publisher, and 

the game. Get them corrcet 
and the bike could be yours. 

Summer wardrobe 
looking a bit thin? 
Computershops іп Leeds 
and Nottingham have 
hundreds of T-shirts which 
they're just dying to give 
away, So much so, that any 
full price 16bit purchase. 
comes complete with a free 
Tshirt throughout June - or 
at least as long as stocks 
last. 

You can find Computer 
Shop outlets in the Arndale 
Centre, Manchester; 
Newcastle, Leeds, Preston, 
Sundertand, Stockton and 
Nottingham. Also part of the 
Computer Shop chain are 
the two Games Store outlets 
in Carlisle and 
Middlesbrough, which stock 
roleplaying games as well 
as computer software. 

Virgin has its Games 
Centre outlets on London's 
Oxford Street (at Marble 
Arch, within the Megastore, 
and at no 100) and Bristol, 
and also in Megastores in 
Birmingham, Brighton, 
Dublin, Edinburgh, Glasgow 
(at Union St and Argyle St, 
Leeds, and Nottingham. 

Software Superstore has 
outlets at Hanley, Stoke-on- 


Trent, The Waingate, 
Sheffield, Little Underbank 
іп Stockport and the centre 
of St Helen's 

The Computer Store 
chain is based in Yorkshire, 
with shops at Printing Office 
St, Doncaster; vegate, 
Bradford; Trinity St Arcade, 
Leeds; Market Place, 
Huddersfield; Westmoreland 
St, Wakefield; St Sampson's 
Square, York; The 
Woolshops, Halifax; Market 
St, Barnsley; and also at 
High Street, Scunthorpe. 

There are Microbyte 
stores in the Arndale 
Centre, Manchester; the 
Broadmarsh Centre, 
Nottingham; Kirkgate, 
Wakefield; the Metro Centre, 
Gateshead; the 
Greenmarket, Newcastle 
Upon Tyne; the Kirkgate 
Centre, Bradford; the Bull 
Ring Centre, Birmingham; 
the County Arcade, Leeds; 
Pasture Road, Goole; and 
Cleveland Street, Doncaster: 

All offers and promotions 
are subject to availability of 
stock. Although we do our 
best to ensure our dealer 
promotion information is 
accurate at the time of 
going to press, ACE cannot 
take any responsibility for 
changes or cancellations to 
dealers! plans. 





ATTENTION DEALERS 

If you're planning a promotion, 
have something to give away, or 
are making limited duration speci. 
offers to your customers, let us 
know - and we'll tell the world. 











Europes Largest Stock of Video Games & Cartridges For 
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The leading Video game specialists Send for із (state make of game) 








TELEGAMES, WIGSTON, LEICESTER, LEB ТТЕ. (0533-880445) 
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(0703) „маил жонда 0865 
332225 IMILUALAIVE 512599 


12 MONTHS GUARANTEE ОМ ALL HARDWARE 





Ф FLIGHT OF FANCY @ ‘Amiga A500 Batman 
Featuring Commodores Pack. Fantastic Pack. Includes. pack. Includes C64 Computer 
famous Amiga 500 with Featuring the Caped C64 Computer with wit cassette unit. Two joysticks 
F29 Retaliator Deluxe Paint Crusader Deluxe Paint Il cassette unit, light gun, 30 and features the amazing 
Il escape from robot New Zealand Story and the. glasses and ten games. Adidas World Championship 
monsters and rainbow amazing РАТВ Interceptor. Plus toolbox tape with Art football. Pius Beach Volley Pro 
islands. OUR PRICE £369.00 SAVE package etc. Tennis, Basketmaster etc. 
OUR PRICE £399.00Inc T OUR PRICE £149.50 ‘OUR PRICE £149.50 








€ ALLPRICESINCLUDE VAT 6 ALL PRODUCTS CARRY UK SPECIFICATION Ө 


STAR PRINTERS EPSON PRINTERS 
















LC10 MONO ӨРІМ 144 CPS £148.95 EPSON LX850 ӨРІМ £210.00 
LC10 COLOUR ӨРІМ 7 COLOURS £19495 EPSON 10550 24PIN £310.00 
[02410 24PIN 170 CPS £239.95 
XB2410 24PIN 240 CPS £448.31 OTHERS 
WITH COLOUR KIT £489.95 
XB2415 15" CARRIAGE £590.51 SEIKOSHA SP180 £118.00 
PRINTER RIBBONS FOR STAR PRINTERS FROM ...... £4.95 CANON РУЛОВО £139.00 
LASER SERIES POA. CITIZEN 1200 £124.95 
AUTO SHEET FEEDERS AVAILABLE ON ORDER CITIZEN HQP40 £299.00 

AMSTRAD DMP3160 £119.00 

PANASONIC PRINTERS 
MONITORS 

KXP1081 ӨРІМ 120 САР NLQ £138.00 
KXP1124 24PIN 120 САР NLQ £285.00 1084SD STEREO COLOUR £24750 
KXP1540 WIDE CARRIAGE POA 8833 STEREO COLOUR. 826500 








DRIVES & RAM EXTENSIONS ETC ACCESSORIES 















Ав RAM EXPANSION є 8000 NONTON STANDS том 1605 
= НАМЕКРАННЮН 59500 5.25" BLANK DISKS FROM £0.70 Each 
МОСЗО EXT 3.5" DRIVE £ 79.00 3.57 DISK BOXES FROM £195 
A1010 EXT 3.5" DRIVE £ 8500 5.25" DISK BOXES FROM £6.95 
CUMANA GAS354 EXT DAE £ 7300 ОМ ci sii ет тін 
АЗОО 20MB HARD DISK 5790 LRTI caas 






НАМЕ КОШЕ aia WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING SOFTWARE OFFERS 
KINDWOI 
AMIGA 2300 GENLOCK £20810 PRITZ PAINTPAGR 3895 NORMÁLLY 
GENIUS MOUSE IBM є 3895 РЕА АН SPREADSHEET % CORSENORWAL D £9898 
ÜPERBASE PERSONALI NORMALLY 9 
be Se ly ae кю SUPERBASE PROFESSIONAL . £149.95 NORMALLY £249.95 @ 


€ DELIVERYCHARGE£10COURIER Ф ALLPRICESCORRECTATGOINGTOPRESS Ф 


€ CLASS OF THE 90% @ 

SPECIAL Megaland can also supply 
‘Amiga A500 Educational © MEGALAND SUPER PACK Ф а complete range of 
Pack with Word Our famous 6 Pack is back. personal computers. Software all current titles 
Processing, Art and Buy the Regular Batpack including Amstrad 48 Hour Delivery 
Design, Maxiplan 500, with sk exra games, Commodore, Hyundai and РОА. 
Publishers Choice, Amiga ae eae at і j 
dustcover. Омей 


Logo, the list goes оп. 
OUR PRICE £545.00. OUR PRICE £399.00 POA. 





















e 42-44 Millbrook Road East, Southampton 
I wish to order. 

YA Tenclose chequ Is ine VAT 

порту вия келей Or charge ту Access/Viea No. Expiry date =. 












































or 0865 512599 9.00 to 5.30 








Please quote your Access or Visa number 
and your Expiry date. 


Postcode ..... scene Tel No: 
PRICES CORRECT ON DATE GOING TO PRESS 








* HARDWARE SPECIAL OFFERS 


II III III IID III IIIA ЖЖ ЖЖ ЖИ Ж ЖИ ЖЖ ЖЖ ЖЖ ЖЖ Ж SISA Ж ЖЖ ЖЖ ЖЖ 


ж 


SPECIAL.PRICE 


GAMEBOY CONSOLE £79.99 
GAMEBOY + ANY GAM 299.99 
ALL OTHER GAMES ONLY £24.99 EACH 








[Alleyway 26.99 Navy Moves 
Asmic World 26.99 Nemesis 
Baseball 26.99 Northstar Ken 
Beach Volleyball 26.99 Penguin Land 
Castlevania 26.99 Pinball 

Golf 26.99  Puzzleboy. 
Hyper Loadrunner 26.99 Super Marioland 
Master Karateka 26.99 Tennis 

Micky Mouse 26.99 Tetris 
Motocross 26.99 World Bowling 











LYNXS + POWER SUPPLY UNIT 
* CHIPS CHALLENGE £159.99 
FIR III I III III SII SII IIIS III SIS SSIS SSIS ААЖ ААЖ ЭЖ 


ORDER FORM 
I WOULD LIKE TO ORDER A 


HHH HHH HHH HHH HEHEHE HEH HH HH 
HHH AHH HHH +++ HEHEHE HE HHH HEHEHE 





Please make cheques payable to 
Shekhana Computer Services 
655 Green Lane, 


№ 00Ү - FOR А TOTAL 
= EN PAYMENT BY. 
ONLY AVAILABLE BY MAIL CARD NO :. 


ORDER 
081-340-8565, or 081-348-2907 SIGNATUR 












































24 HOURS 








БЛА ОКЕ 
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DISKS 135 TPI SPECIAL 











VIN с\у{ 


M mr EGA TRA 



















DELAY, ORDER TODAY 


HOURS (SUBJECT TO AVATLABIL 
TO ORDER SEND CHEQUE/POSTAL ORDER PAYABLE TO "МЕСАМІХ 





WITH EVERY ITEM OF SOFTWARE 


Free Disks FREE DISK. THIS OFFER ALSO Н 


[INCLUDES OUR RANGE OF EXTRA 
ому wunsrsrocksisr SPECIAL BARGAINS SO DON'T 


ALL ITEMS INCLUDE FIRST CLASS POSTAGE AND ARE SENT WITHIN 24 
Y). OVERSEAS ORDERS ADD 65 PER ITEM. 


MEGA- 





TTX ORDER FORM 























Ж SHEKHANA COMPUTERS 


ACCESS - ORDER BY CREDIT CARD 081-348-2907/081-340-8565 - VISA 





TAB SINCE 
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ORDER FORM (PLEASE PRINT) 
GAME. 


























JENSTEP 


THE FUTURE IN MAIL ORDER BUYING 


MONITOR STANDS VID £149.95 

FOR 12" MONITOR VID £69.95 

FOR 14" MONITOR £1 DIC £60.95 
95 

PRINTER STAND OME 30.95 

UNIVERSAL е VIDI CHROM £16.95 

UNIVERSAL PRO RGB SPLITTER £59.95 

UNIVERSAL PRO+ 

DLUMN (WIRE) STANDARD DISK BOXES 
LUMN (WIRE 5 40 

DATA SWITCH BOXES 2 

2 WAY RS232 1 106 

2 WAY CENTRONICS 

4 WAY RS323 2 SPACE MICRO 

MEMOREX 

BULK DISKS £0 MOUSE ACCESSORIES 

3.5" 20 1 MOUSE TRAP £1.95 

5.25" 2DD 48 ТРІ £ MOUSE MATS £2.50 

5.25" 2DD 96ТРІ MATS AVAILABLE ІМ RED, BLUE OR GREY. PLEASE 

5.25" 2HD 1.6MB £0.6 ATE PREFERANCE WHEN ORDERING 


BRANDED DISKS JOYSTICKS 

SURE SHOT 

3.5" 2) 5 STANDARI 

5.25" 2DD 48T SUPREME 

5.25'200 96 £ SPECTRUM INTERFACE 
5.25" 2HD 1.6МВ 
ZIPSTICK 

CASE AND KEYBOARD CLEANING KIT SUPERPRO 
SCREEN CLEANING KIT £3.95 SUPERPRO AUTO 
PRINTER CLEANING KIT 4 
LABEL (3.5" 8 5.25 2 CONTRIVER MICE 
5.25" WHITE TYVEC ENVELOPE 10 


SONY 
BRANDED DISKS 


£10.54 
3" PANASONIC BULK DISKS ЕТІТ ON PRO EXTRA £10.95 

T PRO GLO RED £11.95 
ROMBO VIDEO FRAME GRABBER TITION PRO GLO GREEN £11.95 
VIDI AMIGA 0 М PRO AD GAMES CARD £18.95 
VIDI ST 





£3 


PROGRAMS FOR А WIDE RANGE ЈЕ с OMPUTE 
SUBSTANTIAL DISCOUNT FROM R.R.P. 
CALL HOTLINE AND 24 HOUR ANSW VICE FOR DETAILS. 
L OVAL, GLASGOW. 641 5: 


0236) 729483 


























por on типнозорт E j TIME noice | 











41 SOUTH STREET, L HTON BUZZARD, BEDS. LU7 8NT TEL 


ORDER FORM = кч DATE Please make cheques 
& PO payable to 

Please supply me with the following for NAME Turbosoft 
Computer. ADDRESS: Аі и ORDERS under £5 please 
Tries. Prices add 50p per item. Over £5 
p&p FREE in UK. Elsewhere 

please add £1.50 per item. 
| ПРА: М.В. Please state clearly 

Post Code mode of computer & also 

те! cassette or disk when 


ordering 
ACE JULY 90 
































377974 FAX :0525 852278) | 








PREMIER MAIL ORDER 


Titles marked * are not yet available and е sent on day of release. 
Please send cheque /PO/Access/Visa N expiry date to 


Dept АС06, Trybridge Ltd., 8 Buckwins Sq., Burnt Mills, Basildon, Es 
Please state make and model of computer when ordering. P&P inc. UK on orders over £5.00. Less than £5.00 and Europe add £1.00 


per item. Elsewhere please add £2.00 per item for Airmail. These offers are available Mail order only. 
Tel Orders : 0268 - 590766 
SPECIAL 
OFFERS 
ST_AMIGA 

















| SEGA МЕСА 
DRIVE 


БЕШ xum £199.99 


Р Я p Soccer 8 э " Software available 
x x 6 SAE for 























pink pages 


CORE THE COMP 


To help celebrate its new venture into software publishing, CORE DESIGN LIMITED 
is giving away 20 FREE COPIES of its forthcoming game, CORPORATION. 
























ои probably don't. publish its own software. only way to grow. Soon it GET YOURS HERE! your full name and address 
know Core Design Core is currently working was possible to fit an еліме | Core Design is generously and computer model, 
Limted, but we bet you on five mainstream titles Попе with UCC products. ging away 20 FREE copies Dont worry if you don't 
know the games its due for release between Over a period of time, the of Corporation to ACE ‘own an ST, Amiga, or PC ~ 
programmed for other August and December Government became readers Core Design wil give you 
software companies. 1990 concerned that UCC were All you have tû dois зоте free goodies instead. 
Core Design was Corporation wil be the breaking International Law answer the following Al entries must reach us 
established nearly two years first game published under and experimenting with the question by Wednesday 4th July 
ago. Within twelve months. the Core Design label. It's а — genetic manufacture of 1990. That's right = 
Core had produced the cyberpunk game based in sentient beings. What's the current % rate Independence Day USA. 
award-winning game, Rick the near future. Corporation is a multi of Corporation Tax? The first 20 correct 
Dangerous, for Microprose. We quote: "Universal level three-dimensional role- entries drawn at random will 
ore also produced Action Cybernetics Corporation playing adventure and will Write your answer on the win the prizes. The editor's 
Fighter lor Firebird and маз опе of the fastest be available on Atari ST and back of apostcard and send decision is final and no 
Dynamite Dux for Activision. — growing companies ever. Commodore Amiga from to CORE ТНЕСОМР, ACE, correspondence will be 
іп addition to working on | With an undeniable August 1990. An IBM PC ЕМАР IMAGES, 32 entered into. 
Rick Dangerous Il for domination of the robotic version will follow around FARRINGDON LANE, 
Microprose, Core has market, UCC recognised September 1990. LONDON ЕСІН 3AU. 





decided to go it alone and ^ that diversification was the Don't forget to inlcude 


MONTHLY PAYMENT TERMS ARE NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH LOMBARD TRICITY FINANCE ON ALL PURCHASES OVER £150. PLEASE RING FOR DETAILS 


АТАН! 52057 SOMMODORE AMIGA A500 ACCESSORIES. SUMMER SALE 
ено HURRY LIMITED STOCK 


ле мт пена м а fr Ao моле нөль ST SOFTWARE 





: | AMIGA SOFTWARE 
= NEW! FLIGHT OF FANTASY PACK с à 
wi POWER РА 


NEW! POWER PACK deste Mo. мола, Vo 
PACK A 


moe а FLIGHT OF FANTASY 
_ - DOUBLE PACK 


PACK B өле "Yoon Der Oe 


m cm PC ENGINE 


= VINLY DUST COVERS 
FLIGHT OF FANTASY pud 
MONITOR PACK 5 ob 


























MAIL-CENTA 
17 Campbell St, Belper, Derby. DES 1AP. Tel : 0773 826830 



































ACE DIARY 


Your games checklist for June/July 


Saturday 9 М Formats Computer  Yeager’s Advanced Fight Trainer (ST, 


Far opens at he new Royal Ата. £28.95) Latest version of e 
Hortcutural Hal, London SWI. Good fight sim endorsed by ће man who 
event for bwgan hurting on he Irstfewat sigersane speed, way 


software, hardware pergheras and Баск in 1947. Food (ST, ga 
accessories hont. (Теме enquires to — £24.99) Latest game fom Populous 
0457 875229) Roger Dean wil be developers В.о Mandarin: 








Siping posters, ete, t gis Amos the Creator (Amiga, £49 95) 
Games Селие at 100, Оно Sreet Amiga games creator, tigated by 
(See ACE Great Deals Secton и — Mandanrs successhd STOS tor me 
‘eta ‘Mar ST. Cartoon Capers Amiga, 
Sunday 10 А Formats Computer 11995 Ocean: Sy Soy, Sare! 
Tow. second nd ay, ‘Agent Amiga, £24 99; ST, $19.99 
Monday 11 Fist matches for СБ, Amstrad CPC, Spectrum, 1999 
Enid, Scotond and Republic of tape, £14.99 sh) Kenan соло 
їн а те World. England face — converson:acten packed game of 
уша n Заг, staring at Fat seneng and баве snoctne 
800рт, while at 4.00pm бойға Айз: Champenshp Foctb СБ, 
take on Costa Rea Anstrad CPC, Specvum. £9.99 tape, 
Tuesday 12 Nationa! Day, 14 99 dak) Dcewrs bd for Wend 
Priors Cup glory on ВЫ mahenes, 
Saturday 16 Брута and Scotind ^ Mindieape: Ur И ego 
Inaction арап e the Wort Cup. 1429 99) Latest - and some say, he 
England pay Hota n Scy, best, п те Utrma sees Guns and 
Scotland play Sweden m Genoa. Bot Butter (PC, Apple Mac, £34 99) Cis 
matches кеў off at 000m. Crawtord designes game putng you 
Sunday 17 National Day, Iceland in charge ot he works economy 
Гаел Озу ерде of relandvs Bad od PC, £34.99) Амет 
Чуй, Wek olf 4pm. game wah a pos! cie war бете. 
Wook’ releases at a glance Merten by Ovis Times or Love” 
Electronic Arts peri (ST, Roberts Image Works. Bcodeych 


Алқа, 124 99) Surve at al costan (СВА, £9.99 tape, £14.99 дш) 
21st century seting Centon PC, Acciamed перу avente, 
24.99 Avert the decine and al o беп converted to Bt format 

the Roman Еле бу masterminding Blasters (C, £24 99) About shoot 


eet різ e & frst Bot 8s, Od Mac, Cribbage; and "Hear" 
таға. aganst he computer (Lesure Sut 
Tuesday 19 PC User show opens at Lary makes a guest appearance 25 
Oberoi, п Kensngton, London Not one of he computer payers 

а shon descated 10 те games Lesure Sat Larry BIST) Hep Lary 
enthusiast, but {рте PC User pul the bris m о Ме, baed asthe 
stows ме anything to goby t wd be  wigra game for yuppies. 


good place to рей up асо — Peypnoti: Kling Game Show (ST, 
accessors, such as bank Gsis, £24.99) Take part ma game show 
‘Conus paper, рте sands, мб а ference where the оби is 
тозе mats, etc to stay айе Frestone Ата. 


Wednesday 20 Oy wo ofthe PC_ 12120 Peyclapse: Matra 
ser show Ideals эро. Big match Marauders Атқа, ST, £19.99) 
for Scotand оңун when Mey take | Made action meets onertaistye 





On Brazi in ther бла fes round World board game. Ocean: Ге Бле 
Cup match Jed зле the ore. (Ата, ST. £24.99, 064, £999. 
tournament reads aganst genna, tape. 114.99 dsk) Firebird: P47 
Polan, nd, ahem, Egypt, who's ThanderBot PC, £24.99) Dogfights 
taking ay bets? ту aer arcade эте Th 
‘Thursday 21 Offciaêy те frst Gay Dark Century РС, 124.99) Tark 

of summer, and Ве longest day of | smuato set on sien planet ACE 
the year wih Me sun rengat жоға гледа 680. 

d Som and seing pst bore Monday 25 The A3 England teme 
9.30pm Last cay of e PC User  champonshp opens st Wimbledon. I 
‘om (без above. Wd Oo you doit he sport, go on holday 
Croup F м be бесен torte wa ow. gong fo be Wabtowal tennis 
England pang Egypt ad воа total for the next fortnight 


playing Hoan. Озу one team gets Thursday 28 The 168 Computer 
Фо Out эбе ћа stage so wah апу Fa apens at he Royal Hortcutural 


‘uch, не же oth England and ‘Hal London SW], Lee We A 
Irland n the second ала, wich Formats Far eld eser ts month at 
eges on Saturday, "Be same venue, Pus an event or 
‘Saturday 23 Nona! Doy. жоме who wart to pr up ние 
Lnentorg and software cheaply Го Art 
Sunday Зам Doy Ss and PCs only. (Ticket өкімге 1o 
Week's releases at a glance Westminster Бало, 081549 
Electronic Arte PGA Гог Col РС, 3444) 

124 99) oer got Friday 29 1688 Compute Far 


бэтен берт o ral | comes 
Soccer games lor си. Suo Saturday 30 Birthday of bou Mie 
Ое (064, deb. £19.99) imoessons: Tyson, 1966. 1684 Comm Fair 
Breach 2 erga, SL PC, 2494: contrues 
‘Action: ater Force (C64, 1399 Weeks releases at a glance 

tape, £14.99 dan) £14 Tomcat C, Electronic Arts Dragon Wars 
ETON Power PC, £29.99) о £24 99) Newremarcer 
Serr Acton: Негіз Quest (ST, (Алар, £24.99) інді Mes based 





pink pages 


12459) Millennium: Тылдегіліе 
Amiga, ST, PC, £24 99) Rainbird: 
Сатет Command (hole Mac, 
23439 бітів плаву scade 
cton wth some very presse 
graphics. Paygnosis: Chronoquest / 
(FC, £39.99) Pt your wis ana 
weapons against historea and 
түтоока characters т fe game. 
©те travel. The Keep ga, ST, 
124.99) FTL/Mirorsoft: Dungeon 
Master РС, £39.99) Role playng 
зи 


July 
Тк 1 Naor Day Canada. 660 
име 
кто on ЖД 
dd inal day ole 6b Contr 
foe 

Зк 3 Vor Cup frst sri 
eno pn 
поеми V pesce Do 
VS Word Cup cord src. 
Neko O0 

ин Зо zs 
Friday Ө hara Day, Mai 
ey 7 Wo Cu Med pce 
Dayal a) Od вв 
Wap na Kano 8.00pm 
утома tos ери 
200m 

Sedis domes t inen 
Poteet ic Neh Ud 
без Cari Dein nd 
Aa, £2939, Corse enero 
Se ed Nel gl seres Omen 
Moran les Nola gamer 
too Cu i hese y nu 
Ле 
Рон Aure ng 
ТҮ ины, бейітіне 
mes PE £23 99 ST A 
yer Зи N Aras, 
Бу 
КИРА 








ШЕШШ ШИШ See не 

WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE! 
106A CHILWELL RD., BEESTON үү ~ RLDWI DE 106A CHILWELL RD., BEESTON 
NOTTINGHAM NOTTINGHAM] 
NG9 1ES EN e SOFTWARE е NG9 1ES 























тім 
SPECIAL OFFER 
ti он al Amiga ST Titles 
Just tell us in which 
Magazine 
You saw our advert then 
‘deduct t1 rom our 
винна 
price on each tite that you 
ordered 



































2-05 m cueman 
моз 225368 


Г FAST DELIVERY ON ALL STOCK ITEMS BY 1ST CLASS MAIL IN UK 
= ‘SPECIAL OVERSEAS SERVICE BY AIR MAIL WORLDWIDE 
‘CREDIT CARD ORDERS ACCEPTED BY PHONE 


TRL: CRE 





‘OR MAIL CREDIT 
CARD ORDER TELEPHONE LINES 





















Please make cheques or postal orders payable to 
ORLDWIDE SOFTWARE 


normal airmai £3 per diac for 
| Express вита! 








Europa other than UK shipping co: 
£150 per disc for normal airmail £250 | 
per dise for expres 


Top Quality 


and Atari ST at low, low prices 


One megabyte unformatted capacity 


м External plug in PSI 


2nd Drives for the Amiga 





























Don't forget - all prices shown 
include VAT and delivery 


AMIGA VERSION ONLY 


| including VAT and delivery 


£69.95. 





£64.95 






























= AMIGA 500 
SPECIAL DEALS 


All A500 Packages 
also include the 








fr £339.00 


ony Inc VAT & delivery 














AMIGA A500 


512K 
MEMORY 


inc.VAT & 


ONLY £49.00 "егу 


512K HAM/CLOCK EXPANSION FEATURES : 
х Direct replacement for the А501 expansion 
Convenient On / Off Memory Switch 
Auto-recharging battery backed Real-time Clock 
Compact unit size : Ultra-neat design 
Uses only 4 D-RAMs for High Reliability 
Low power consumption 


RAM expansion without clock. 





DOUBLE TAKE! 
PYE 15" FST f 
TV/MONITOR Е 


(MODEL 2325) ss 


n 




















ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND DELIVERY 
Same day despatch whenever possible. Express Courier delivery £5.00 extra. 
MAIL ORDER DEPARTMENT n 
Unit 9 St Richards Rd, Evesham, Worcs WR11 6ХЈ 


ЕЗ Call us now оп © 0386-765500 
|| 


0386-765354 
бе Seaton Orde 














RETAIL SHOWROOMS 
5 Gilsson Rood. 


EEE 3 





0223. „23896. 


E 

















0386-4030: 
th Cheque, Po 
rder or ACCESSIVISA card details 









































ant to splash out on a games 
machine? Check out this тот 
Is console guide lor ful 


details of the machines currently avaiable 
Next month, well be listing 16 bit comput 
ers = we hoped to include that section this 
month, but we're stil updating the infr 
mation to ensure that it is 100% accurate. 
and comprehensive. Catch the 16bit 
de next month, and many apologies for 
the delay 

Supplier telephone numbers are their 
own unless PR agencies are available. As 
а general rule, however, your local dealer 
should be the first place to start asking 
Questions 


Lyme with California 
Games pack 

64K 

6502 

£14995 

333344 





Contact: 





| iN BRIEF 

The Lyme was designed by a team includ 
ing RJ Mical one of the men behind the 
Amiga. Н that doesnt convince you com- 
sider it runs а fast 6502, has 8Mb of 
game storage on its cards and supports 
multiplayer games. The graphics hard 
ware has buit in hardware scroling and 
image scaling. Software is a little thin at 
the moment but bound to increase during 
1990. Although not officialy avaiable yet 
in the UK, the Lynx is widely available from 
dtnbutors 


GRAPHICS AND SOUND 





Resolution: 160х102 
alette: 4096 
Colours: 16 





ту: No 

‘Monitor Output: No 

Monitor Supplied: Yes - 3 5 inch bachit 
colour L 

Monitor Options: None 

Sprites: Special graphics hardware 

effectively treats ALL screen objects 

as sprites! 

Speed: Fast 

Speaker Quality Very good 

мю: No 

Stereo Output: Yes 

Performance: 4 channel, 5 octave 


stereo sound has to be heard to be 
beleved. 











GUIDE 


(CONSOLES) 


HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE 





Cartridge Format амы 

Cartridge Price: МА 
Joystick: 4 way joypad 
Ports: Cartridge port; multiplayer 


port; miniature stereo headphone jack. 


Existing Software Base: Very smal 








Current Releases: California Games is a 
great неге 

Prospects: Very good. 

Software Loading: | Атом instant 

BUYLINES 

Best Buy Price: As RRP 

Second Hand Availability: Very few 

Maintenance: Опе year’s guarantee 

STAR RATINGS 

Graphics: 

Sound: 

Expansion 

Overall: 








ска TBA 
Memory: NA 
Processor: 6507 (2600/6502 (7800) 





Recommended Retail Price: VCS2600 
1039.99; VCS7800 079.99 
Алғ 0753 33344 





Contact: 


IN BRIEF 

The VCS2600 is a reboxed version 
original Atari games console which unti 
couple of years ago remained the best 
seling home video games system of al 
time. The VCS7800 is a revamped versi 
of the VCS2600 with a faster process: 
slightly better sound and vastly improved 
graphics 











GRAPHICS AND SOUND 








Resolution: 

320 x 242 (7800) 
Palette: 16 (26001/256 (7800) 
ту: ve 
Monitor Output: No 
Monitor Supplied: No 
Monitor Options N 
Sprites: МАРА 
Speed: Sow 
‘Speaker Quality: | ереміз on TV 
мо: No 
‘Stereo Output: No 
Performance: Limited to | channel on 





2600 and two on 7 











HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE 
Joystick. Supplied 
Ports 219 pin D for joysticks; 


TV; cartridge port. 








Existing Software Вазе smal 
Current Releases: Rare 
Games: мем 
Prospects: Unsure in the light of new 
competion rom Japan 
Software Loading: Instant 
BUYLINES 
Best Buy Price: As RRP. 
‘Second Hand Availability: Мот 
ong 
Maintenance: Оле years guarantee 
STAR RATINGS 
2600 780 
Graphics . 52 
Expansion None None 
Overall: . - 
Package: t-system plus joystick 


and Bikers. 


Memory: 256K + 512K expansion, 
Processor; 8086 + 12Mhz custom 
Price: 

Contact: Michael Baxter 0273 675503 
IN BRIEF 


Since its exclusive unveling in ACE, the 
Коло has suffered from the changing for: 
manufacturer. A pity because 
it had the makings of a champion. For the 
frst time, a games console has the option 
of changing between a joystick yoke, 
steering wheel and а handle bar - depend: 
ing on the game being played. The mult 
system was going 1 be THE machine 
when it appears.. but whether it wil ever 
make it now seems doubtful. (f you see 
one, buy й for the rarity value, not for the 














prospects. 
GRAPHICS AND SOUND 
Resolution: 256 x 200 to 
512 x 200 (software programmable] 
Palette: 4096 
Colours: 512 available at 
low resolutions; 16 in hres. 
ту Yes 
Monitor Output: 
Monitor Supplied: No 
Monitor Options: Analogue RBG + 


sound; composite 











THE ACE 
HARDWARE 


Sprites: No 
Multésystem uses four hardware screen 
planes (ike Amiga's dualplayfekd) The 
bitter is capable of 12 millon piels per 
second, in other words, over 50 frames 





рег second 
Speed: Very last 
Speaker Quality: Depends on 
TV/monitor, 

мо: № 
Stereo Output 3.5mm jack 
to headphones 

Performance: Digital Signal Processor 


could produce up to 40 channels of sam- 
pled sound. If you want a game as well 

this drops to a В channels (4 lft, 4 right) 
over 9 octaves - better than the Amigi 


HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE 





Disk Format: 3.510 - 880K 
Disk Price: Apples to developers only. 
Disk Performance: Fast + reliable 
Keyboard: No 
Joystick/Mouse: 3 proportional 

channels buit in, 
Ports: Joystick; Sound 3.5mm jack; 


8 pin DIN RGB; expansion port for 


light gun and Power Char 











Existing Software Base: Minuscule. 
Current Releases: Last Ninja lt 
Bikers; Mutant Camels 90; Hammerfist; 
Star Ray. 

Games: Alikely to be arcade tiles. 
Prospects: Now very poor, but 
we vein hope. 

BUYLINES 
Best Buy Price: As RRP 
Second Hand Availability: Not on 
sale yet- зо no S/H market 
Maintenance: Expect one year's 





guarantee with normal return procedures. 


STAR RATINGS. 
Graphics 
Sound: 
Expansion: 
Overall: 





NINTENDO 
ENTERTAINMENT 
SOFTWARE 


Standard version - console, plus game 
controlers plus 1 game (Super Mario 
Brothers); Deluxe version - console, game 
controler, ight gun, ROB Robot, 2 games. 
Recommended Retail Price: Standard 








ADVANCED computen ententamment 119 

















pink pages 


model 099; Deluxe model 0149 
Contact: Deighton PR 01836 2973 
IN BRIEF 

The world's largest seling console, largely 
because of the playability of some of its 
games rather than its hardware specifica 
tion, which is Bbit average. Better sup- 
ported now in the UK than it used to be. 





GRAPHICS AND SOUND 
Resolution: 256 x 240 
Palette: 52 
Colours: 16 
ту: Yes 
‘Monitor Output: No 
‘Monitor Supplied: No 
Monitor Options: None 
Sprites: МА 
Speed: Average 
Speaker Quality: МА 
Stereo Output: No 
Performance: Average 
HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE 


Joystick/Mouse: 2 dedicated controllers 
supplied. IR wireless controllers with ЗОН. 
range now available for 039.95. 

Existing Software Base: Around 50 
fes available here. Many more avaiable 
in Japan but these require a converter to 
nn 

Nintendo predict 
about 23 Шез per month 

In the UK, improving due to 
increased support - but 

this is yesterday s technology 
Software Loading: Instant 


Current Releas 





Prospect 


BUYLINES 
Best Buy Price: AS RRP. 
Second Hand Availabilty: A lew. 
Maintenance: Опе years guarantee. 

Faulty machines return to dealer 


STAR RATINGS 
Graphics: 
Sound: ` 
Expansion: ae 
Overall 


NINTENDO 


GAMEBOY 


Main unit + 1 game (Tetris) 
бакы (BK bytes) 

Custom 8 bt 

Not yet released in the UK, US 








Price: 
price is around $89, Expect to pay £79 
when officially launched in September. 


Contact Deighton PR 01836 2973 
IN BRIEF 

Nintendo were the first company to pro 
duce a dedicated handheld console and 
now it seems everyone wants to get in on. 
the act. On reflection even the бате Boy 
was a long time coming since the technot 
ову employed by the display is starting to 
look dated, 


GRAPHICS AND SOUND 


120 sovancen computer ENTERTAINMENT 








Resolution: NA 
Colours: 2 (monochrome) 
Monitor Supplied: Yes- LCD display 5 
t by ambient light. 
Sprites: Information not avaiable 
Speed Fast for what it is. 
Speaker Quality: Depends on head 
phones. 
Stereo Output: Yes 
Performance: Plays a lot better 
than it looks. 

HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE 
Keyboard: Select and Start « 2 ороп 
buttons. 
Joystick: Sige 8 way controler 
Ports: Headphone socket; 


duabmachne interface. 
Existing Software Base: Growng rapidly 
- check with your local dealer. 
Current Releases: Increasing 
Games: Arcade and puzzletype. 
Prospects: Not due for UK release unti 
atleast September, Game Boy - on 
technological grounds - ought to be hard 
pressed to beat the Lynx, but it's cheaper 
and the games play very wel 
Software Loading: instant 


BUYLINES 
Best Buy Price: Only avaiable 
through grey imports as yet 

Second Hand Availability: | None 
Maintenance: Walch out grey imported. 
machines rarely have any real warranty. 





STAR RATINGS 
Graphics: ed 
‘Sound: 
Expansion: Dual machine interface has 
lots of potential 
ouk cm 
Package: PC Engine + controller 
and 1 game 
Memory: БАК internal + BK video: 2 
128K internal 32K video 
Processor: 8 bit custom 
Price: __ N/A(US price around 5199) 
Contact: Local dealers 
IN BRIEF 


There are now very frm indications that 
this machine willbe released in the UK in 
September. I's CDROM addon drive is 
now the largest seling CD unit on the mar- 
ket and is responsible for much of the 
recent increase in CD development 
There's also a sixteen bit version, vastly 
more powerful, called the Turbographx, 
but this is only rarely available through 
Importers and at а price - usually around 
5300. NEC are also working on a hand- 
heid version of the Engine which wil be 
software compatible with its larger brot 


GRAPHICS AND SOUND 
Resolution: 256 216 
Palette: 512 (Тех - 1024) 
Colours: 32-16 background 





and 16 shared by sprites. 


те Yes 
Monitor Output: NA 
Monitor Supplied: No 
Monitor Options: NA 
Sprites: ах - 128) 
Speed: Very fast considenng this 

isan 8 bit 


Speaker Quality: Depends on monitor. 
мю: 


No 
Stereo Output: Yes 
Performance: 6 channel stereo 
HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE 
Disk Format: CD ROM at extra cost 
Disk Price: Readonly so N/A 
Disk Performance: Superb -the CD 


ROM adds a new dimension 


Joystick: Supplied with dedicated 
controler. 
Existing Software Base: Lange 
Current Releases: increasing 
Games: Amost exclusively arcade 
Prospects Good. 
Software Loading Cartridge is 
instant; CD OK. 
BUYLINES 
Best Buy Price: Curenty grey port 
‘Second Hand Availability: V Rare 


Maintenance: Watch out - grey imported 
machines rarely have any real warranty 


STAR RATINGS 
Graphics 
Sound: 
Expansion: 
Overalt: 


SEGA MASTER 





SYSTEM 





Package: Console using cartridge or 
smart card pus game controler and 1 
game (Hong On). 

Recommended Retail Price: 87995 
499.95 (fight gun); 0129.95 (+ light gun 
‘and 3D glasses) 
ContactVrgin Mastertronic 01-727 8070 


IN BRIEF 
Japanese software base is not as good as 
Nintendo's but more titles reach UK. Mas- 
tertronic have given good support to the 
machine so the prospects look good. Like 
the Nintendo, however, this 8-01 machine 
uses established but dated technology. 


GRAPHICS AND SOUND 
Resolution: 256 192 
Palette: 

Colours: 

ту: Yes 
Monitor: No 
Speaker Quality: Depends on TV. 
Performance: З channels. 
HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE 
Joystick: Game controller supped. 


Existing Software Base: — Very good. 








Current Releases: Good 
Games: Al arcade 
Prospects: As good as 
any ВЫЙ console. 
Software Loading: Instant. 
BUYLINES. 
Best Buy Price: ASRRP. 
Second Hand Availability: оте 
Maintenance: Опе years guarantee 


Faulty machines return to dealer. 


STAR RATINGS 
Graphics: 
Sound: 
Expansion: ae 
cd MA 








E 


MEGADRIVE 





Package: Megadrive, controller, 

one game. 
‘Memory: 74K main + 64K video 
Processor: 68000 + 2808. 
Price: | Underü200 when it appears. 


Contact:Virgin Mastertronic 01-727 8070 


IN BRIEF 
Excellent example of the new 16-bit con 
sole technologies. Although stil not offi 
lly available, grey importers are laugh 
ing all the way to the bank. All wil cease 
when Virgin Mastertronic start importing 
the official UK in September Likely to be 
the first decent 16bit console to receive 
official support in the UK. 





GRAPHICS AND SOUND 





Resolution: 320 x 224 
Palette: 512 
Colour 64 
те ves 
Monitor. № 
Sprites: 80 
Speed: Very tast 
‘Speaker Quality: N/A 

No 

ves 


2 channel stereo sound 
is produced by a custom FM chip and 
sounds fantasti 


HARDWARE AND SOFTWARE 
Joystick: Dedicated controler supplied 





Existing Software Base: Poor 
Current Releases: Few in ЦК at present 
Games: А arcade 
Prospects: Very good. 
Software Loading: Instant 
 BUYLINESBest Buy Price: Only 
valable through grey imports as yet 
Second Hand Availability: NA 


Maintenance: Watch out - grey imported 
machines rarely have any real warranty. 





STAR RATINGS. 
oer dS 
Sound 
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a: Get 13 issues of ACE forth price of 12- and get delivered to you in the comfort o your own home 
HOW TO ORDER 
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4l ANNUAL RATES 


ie. 





To ACE Subscriptions Dept., PO Box 500, Leicester LE 99 0AA 





І Name І 
1 І Address € Ашы.» І 
^ Postcode 
в І І 
в Please start my subscription from the (enter month) ........ 
0 І issue of АСЕ. | enclose ту cheque/postal order for £ (payable to ACE magazine І 

Please charge £ ........ to ту Access/Visa/Diners/AmEx account. Card number Expiry Date ... 

| 1 Signature... І 
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CONSOLE SUPPLIES 


| 13 Spencer Rd., Ilford, Essex 103 SPW. 
| Tel : 081-597-0500 Е: 8 8-1791 








р NEO GEO + JOYSTICK £430.00 
5 VIETNAM 1975. £220.00 


MAGICIAN LORD. 
BASEBALL STARS 
MAJOI 
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RAPID SERVICE SOFTWARE 
SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY SOFTWARE 


LOOK! LOOK! LOOK! 


For your FREE Catalogue and £1.00 Software Voucher 0 
Call 0625 615639, 


WITH OUT OF HOUR: 
ORDERING ON OUR ANSWERPHONE 





CONSOLE 


Yourself 
at 








Programmers, artists and musicians required for major 
licenced projects across all the major home computer 
systems and console machines. Top rate salaries, 
financial security, programming support and flexible 
working enviroment. 





Fergus McGovern 
PROBE SOFTWARE LIMITED 
Unit 6, 38-42 Tamworth Ра. 
Croydon, Surrey. CRO 1XU 


Tol : 081-680-4142 











FREE PUBLIC DOMAIN OR DEMO DISC ON ALL 


247 BULK PACKED ров 








ADVANCED 
COMPUTER 
ENTERTAINMENT 


Тһе UK's leading leisure computing 
magazine needs a 


TRAINEE STAFF WRITER 

... aged 16+, who's keen to get his/her 
teeth into all aspects of computer 
entertainment, knows games Баск- 
wards, and wants to break into a 
career in journalism. You need to be 
enthusiastic, able to express your- 
self well, and have a reasonable 
command of written English 





The position carries an attractive salary and 
excellent prospects within EMAP Images - part 
of Europe's fastest growing publishing group. 
"Phone Steve Cooke on 071-251 6222 Ext 2486 
for further details or write NOW to ACE Staff 
Writer, 30-32 Farringdon Lane, London, 
ЕСІН 3AU. 
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HOT OFF THE SHELF 


ОК, SO SUMMER IS HERE. THE LAST THING YOU WANT TO BE DOING 15 SITTING INDOORS GETTING ALL HOT AND STICKY OVER A 
COMPUTER GAME. NO, YOU WANT TO BE OUT THERE ON THE BEACH, GETTING A TAN, STRUTTING AROUND IN YOUR TOM CRUISE 
SHORTS, OR YOUR ROLL-DOWN BIKINI, GENERALLY LOOKING COOL AND HAVING А GOOD TIME. BUT, WE ALL KNOW WHAT SUMMERS 
CAN BE LIKE DON'T WE? JUST AS YOU'VE GIVEN YOURSELF A HERNIA STRUGGLING INTO LAST YEARS BATHING COSSIE (NOW TWO 
SIZES TOO SMALL), THERE IS A TINY PITTER-PATTER, EVERYTHING GOES GREY, AND DOWN IT COMES (NOT THE BATHING COSSIE 
STUPID!). SO JUST IN CASE THE DREADED RAIN STRIKES AGAIN YOU HAD BETTER GET STOCKED UP ON А FEW GOOD GAMES, AND 
OUR ACE GUIDE TO THE LATEST AND GREATEST IS THE PLACE TO START LOOKING... 





ANTHEADS 
Cinemaware/Mirrorsoft е 
Amiga 814,990 

For all those who loved It 
Came From The Desert here 
is more of the same in the 
shape of a handy bolton 
scenario. Its fies style Sci 
Fi again, and this time some 
very strange things are 
happening to the inhabitants 
of the tiny Mid West 
American town of Lizard's 
Breath. You play ‘Brick’ 
Nash, an exfighter pilot 
determined to solve the 
riddle of the Antheads. И 
you enjoy puzzle solving 
with great graphics and 
sound, then you can't go far 
wrong with this number, and 
it you haven't played It 
Came From The Desert then 
why not give that a try first? 
+ ACE RATING 902 


BATMAN 

US Gold • Atari ST 
£19,99dk є Amiga 
£24.99dk « Spectrum 
£9.99cs £14.99dk « C64 
49.99с £14.99dk 

The game of the movie 
Michael Keaton put up а 
pretty good show as the. 
caped crusader in the fim, 
and his digital counterpart 
isn't too bad either, There 
are no less than five 
sections to the game. The 
first, Axis Chemical Plant, 
and last, Gotham City 
Cathedral, are superb 20 
platform games in which our 
hero has to swing around on 
his batrope bumping off the 
vilains before they get him. 
There is also a brain game 
in the Batcave and two 
excellent 30 games set in 
the Batmobile and Batwing 
respectively. А must for all 
DC comic fans. 

* ACE RATING 922 


BOMBER 

Activision є Atari ST 
&24.99dk Amiga 
£24.99dk • Spectrum 
*14.99с5 £19.99dk є 
‘Amstrad £14,99¢s 
£19.99dk » C64 £14.99cs 
£19,99dk «РС £34.99dk 

A flight sim employing fast 
solid vector graphics with 
more bells and whistles than 
тоз! similar programs. 
There are a total of fourteen. 
fighter bombers from 
around the world featured in 
the program. If you get 
bored of the standard 
forward cockpit view then it 
15 possible to select one of 
a variety of out of cockpit 
views. The PC version is an 
experience not to be missed 
(providing you have a 286 
ог 386 machine with EGA or 
УСА), but for ай the other 
versions = try before you 
buy! 

+ ACE RATING 925 


CHAOS STRIKES 
BACK 

FTL/Mirrorsoft • Atari ST 
124.99 * Amiga ТВА 

The long awaited sequel to 
Dungeon Master. If you have 
already played through the 
first program you can use 
your existing characters, 
otherwise there is another 
hall of mirrors you сап 
select from. Chaos has а 
similar feel to Dungeon 
Master, but is much 
tougher. There are also 
зоте new features thrown 
in, ike a character editor 
and help oracle (very 

handy). If you haven't played 
Dungeon Master then play 
that first before making a 
definite date with this game. 
* ACE RATING 945 
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CONQUEROR 
Rainbow Arts є Atari ST 
£19.99dk • Amiga 

24, 99dk • PC $24.99dk 
An arcade style tank sim 
which makes use of a 3D 
graphics system based 
around the one David 
Braben developed for Zarch. 
There are three types of 
game availabe: arcade, 
attrition, and strategy. All 
three are best played with 
two joysticks Battlezone 
style, but there are enough 
control options to suit every 
setup. A definite buy for 
tank buffs. 

* ACE RATING 925 


DAMOCLES 
Novagen • Atari ST 

524 95dk • Amiga 
£24,95dk * PC TBA 

This unusual combination of 
flight sim and adventure 
game, and sequel to the 
wellreceived Mercenary, 
has been in development for 
а couple of years now, but 
the resulting game has been 
worth the wait. The 
wireframe graphics of the 
original game have been 
replaced by solid 3D vector. 
graphics, but they are just 
as fast. There are now nine. 
planets to explore instead of 
оле city, so there is plenty 
of long term challenge here. 
* ACE RATING 935 


FUTURE WARS 
Palace • Atari ST £24.99dk. 
= Amiga £24.99dk « PC 
ТВА 

A totally mouse-driven 
graphic adventure from 
French developers Delphine. 
You are cast as a mid- 
mannered office window 
Cleaner who gets caught up. 
in an alien plot to conquer 
Earth in the 43rd century. 
The graphics and 


background music are very 
striking and the game is 
made very accessible by the 
lack of text entry, There is 
enough of a challenge here 
to keep most adventurers 
happy for some time. A 
delightful game. 

* ACE RATING 910 


GRAVITY 
Imageworks « Atari ST 
324.95dk • Amiga 
324.95dk • PC TBA 

Deep space strategy unlike 
anything youve ever seen 
before. The universe is 
being invaded by the alien 
Cuties who are attempting 
to tum all the suns in the 
universe into black holes. 
Meanwhile you must create. 
as many inhabitable 
systems as possible. The 
game makes use of the 
principle of Einstein. 
Minkowski fourspace - this 
makes for some very 
unusual graphics. When you 
add programmable drones 
and travel via black holes 
you have yourself а highly 
original and compelling 


game. 
* ACE RATING 930 


HARD DRIVIN' 

Domark * Atari ST 
£19.99dk * Amiga 
219.990 * Spectrum 
#9.99с5 £14.99dk • 
Amstrad £9.99cs 514,999 
= C64 19 99с5 £12.99dk • 
PC 224 990% • Archimedes 
£30.00dk 

Avery competent 
Conversion of ће Tengen 
соор. Drive your Ferrari 
round either a speed track 
ог a stunt track complete 
with 2 loop and open bridge 
to leap. The сотор scored 
on its super fast solid vector 
graphics, and these have 
been faithfully reproduced in 


the computer versions. A 
must buy. 
* ACE RATING 937 


НАВРООМ 
Mirrorsoft/PSS є PC 
£29.99dk 

Quite simply the best naval 
simulation to be released for 
the General Public. The 
battleset that comes with 
the game deals with East 
West conflict in the North 
Sea, but other battlesets will 
be available soon. A clever 
‘system of three map types. 
is used to effectively 
‘manage each mission, The 
пісе thing about Harpoon is 
that the computer takes 
саге of ай ће boring 
‘mechanics, allowing you to 
concentrate on broad 
tactics. A must buy for 
anyone interested in modern 
navel warfare. 

* ACE RATING 940 


INDIANAPOLIS 500 
Electronic Arts « PC 224,95 
The ultimate racing game. 
Indy 500 uses state of the 
art solid vector graphics 
which really add something 
to the high speed action. AS 
іп Activision's Bomber there 
are a variety of outof- 
cockpit views to select 
from. the realistic handing 
of the cars will have you 
coming back to this game 
time and time again. 

* ACE RATING 935 


INTERPHASE 
Imageworks * Atari ST 
£24.99dk • Amiga 
£24.99dk е PC £24.99dk 
A 3D extravaganza 
supposedly inspired by 
Wiliam Gibson's novel 
Neuromancer. It is set in а 
hHech future, Your task is to 
guide a female saboteur to 
the heart of the Dreamtrack 





ненин 





| 








Corporation by interacting 
with a strange 3D 
environment. The game is 
very weird and very 
compelling. Iis also very 
hard - don't expect to get 
through this one in а hurry. 
* ACE RATING 915 


KNIGHTS OF LEGEND. 
Ongin/Mindscape • РС 
£29.99dk 

Role Playing at its best. An 
expandable game set in the 
land of Ashtelarea. There 
are twentylour quests to 
complete, or you can simply 
enjoy exploring, The 
program stands out 
because of its attention to 
detail. There are no less 
than forty different 
algorithms to decide how 
and when an enemy retreats 
lor instance, Impressive 
stuff. 

* ACE RATING 945 


KNIGHTS OF THE 
CRYSTALLION 

US Gold » Amiga £29.99dk 
including musicassette of 
soundtrack 

The most original game that 
US Gold has released in a 
long time. К has been 
marketed as a 'culture 
simulator’, but that doesn't 
really say much about the 
game. You play а member 
of а futuristic community, 
and your task is to rise to 
the highest possible status 
within that culture. This 
involves playing through 
Several distinct sub games. 
The whole is a highly 
unusual experience with 
distinct graphics and a 
superb soundtrack, This 
certainly won't be to 
everybody's taste, but if you 
are looking for something а 
іше different try this, 

* ACE RATING 935 


M1 TANK PLATOON 
Microprose • PC £39.95dk 
The ultimate tank sim, Not 
only are there realistic 30 
vector graphic sequences 
with a hell of a lot of. 
atmosphere, but you also. 
have to think carefully about. 
choice of platoons, men, 
and the way you tackle each 
scenario, Microprose had to 
call on the Freedom of 
Information Act to get all the 
information that they 
needed for the game. The 
result is one of the most 


frighteningly accurate tank 
sims we've seen. 
* ACE RATING 926 


MIDWINTER 
Microprose * Atari ST 
229,990 

The latest mega hit from top 
programmer Mike Singleton, 
creator of Lords of 

Midnight. The game is set 
on a frozen island in the 
future. Your task is to recruit 
members of the Peace 
Force to fight off General 
Masters’ invasion force. This 
is done by managing people 
and resources ма a senes 
of Fractal Maps and menus. 
The game has disappointing, 
sound, but nice 3D 
graphics, and enough solid 
‘gameplay to keep you gong 
for months. 

* ACE RATING 948 


MYTH 
System З • C64 £9.99cs 
£14.99dk є Spectrum 
39.99cs £14.99dk. 

The game that pushes the. 
C64 and Spectrum further 
than they have ever been 
before. Fight your way 
through several time zones 
to reach the ultimate 
confrontation with the god 
Dameron. The game is 
captivating not only because 
of it's size and depth but 
also because of the 
superbly animated Sprites 
and sheer playability. 

* ACE RATING 925 


OPERATION 
THUNDERBOLT 

Ocean є Atari ST £19.99dk 
* Amiga £24.99dk • 
Spectrum £9.99cs є. 
Amstrad £9.09cs • C64 
49.99cs. 

Eminently successful 
conversion of ће hot coin- 
ор hit Operation Wolf. Grab 
your Uzi and shoot your way 
through hordes of terrorists 
to rescue the luckless 
hostages. There are new 30 
scenarios this time to add 
to the frantic lead spitting of 
the original. Best played 
with a light gun, but a 
mouse wil suffice if you 
don't have one. Joystick or 
keyboard controls don't 
really cope however. 

* ACE RATING 927 


PIPEMANIA. 
Entertainment international 
* Atari ST £19.95dk • 


Amiga £19.95dk « 
Spectrum £9.99cs 
£14.95dk • C64 49.95с5 
£14.95dk • Amstrad 
#9.95с5 £14.95dk • PC 
£19.95dk • Macintosh 
24 .95dk • Archimedes 
£24,95dk  MSX £9.95¢s 
£14.95dk • BBC/Electron 
2995с5 £14.95dk 

The game that proves 
Plumbing can be fun. You 
must construct a continuous 
length of pipe from several 
sections before the flooz 
escapes. The action is just 
as compelling as that in 
games lke Tetris and wil 
have you burning the 
midnight ой in an attempt to 
beat the odds. tis available 
lor practically every 
‘machine, so there is no 
excuse for not owning a 
сору. 

* ACE RATING 910 





PLAYER MANAGER 
Anco • Atari ST £19.95dk * 
Amiga £19.95dk • 
Spectrum £9.95cs. 
214.950 • C64 49,955 
£14,95dk • Amstrad 
£9.95cs £14.95dk 

Kick Off with a 
management/strategy 
element. The game is 
completely icon driven, 
making it easy to get into. 
The management detail is 
superb, right down to 
planning in«match tactics. 
‘And for the match you can 
either watch from the 
sidelines or join in with the. 
Kick Off style fun. 

* ACE RATING 920 


PRO TENNIS TOUR 
UBI Soft/Blue Byte • Atari 
ST £24,99dk Amiga 
424.994 • Spectrum. 

19 99cs £14.99dk • C64 
£12.99cs £16.99dk є 
Amstrad $9.99cs £16.99dk 
* PC £29,990 

One of the best tennis 
games yet. The control 
method works really мей, 
although the standard of the 
‘computer players 15 good, 
зо youl have to put in alot 
of practice. There is a 
choice of grass, concrete, 
clay, and indoor courts, as. 
well as comprehensive. 
practice options. A good 
way of spending a few hours 
while you are waiting for 
Wimbledon. 

+ ACE RATING 900 
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THEIR FINEST HOUR: — the police are on yours. 


THE BATTLE OF Most of the action takes 
BRITAIN place against an isometric 
Lucasfilm є Atari ST 3D background, but there is 
24.990 • Amiga also an excellent driving. 
424.99ф • PC £24.99dk section to rival many full 
World War Il air combat. scale driving games. 


relved in this superlative ж ACE RATING 912 
flight sim, You have the 

‘opportunity to fly а variety | VETTE. 

of WWI craft from the Mirrorsoft/Spectrum 
Spitfire to the Hurricane. А Holobyte Atari ST TBA • 
neat option is the camera ^ Amiga ТВА» PC £29.99 
which records your flight Ніс speed racing round the 


and сап be replayed to | streets of San Francisco in 

assess your performance. опе of four Corvettes on 

* ACE RATING 933 offer. The superb 3D colour 
graphics in the game give a 

TOWER OF BABEL great sense of the wind in 

Microprose « Atari ST your hair as you roar down 


£24.99 • Amiga £24.99 ||| precariously steep streets 
‘An imaginative 3D puzzler desperately trying to avoid 
from Pete Cooke = ће man pedestrians and other 

who brought you Таџ Ceti. — vehicles, Realistic and lots 
You control three robots, a о! fun, this game, from the 
zapper, a grabber, and people who brought you 
pusher. They must be used ^ Falcon, will have you 

to complete а specific task hooked. 

‘on a number of futuristic s ACE RATING 926 
Jevels of a tower. This. 

involves working your way WARHEAD 

past various nasty Activision « Atari ST 
‘obstructions deliberately £24.99dk • Amiga 
designed to требе уох — £24.99dk 

progress. This game will Veteran programmer Glynn 
have you burning the. Wiliams’ latest masterpiece 
‘midnight ої as you attempt із set in deep space. Earth 
to get past a particularly | |5 under threat from a horde 


tricky level. of nasty extraterrestrial 

* ACE RATING 930 insects. The only hope is the 
FOE-57, an advanced craft 

‘ULTIMA VI absolutely loaded down with 

Origin/Mindscape • Atari ST weaponry. Fast solid vector. 

ТВА • Amiga TBA • PC graphics and rapid action 

£34.99dk • C64 TBA таке this a winner. Work 


The ultimate где playing your way up through the 
вате, Sixteen thousand training missions and you'll 
objects, two hundred and | soon be zapping away quite 
"Му characters, unlimited happily. 
encounters, a quest that will ж ACE RATING 920 

take months to solve, and 

graphics better than youll — X-OUT 

see on any other game of Капрон Arts • Atari ST 
this type. The Ultima series — £19.99dk • Amiga. 

‘of RPGS go from strength o £19.99dk • Amstrad 
strength, Join forces wth  £9.99c5 £14,99dk • 

Lord British and once more | Spectrum 49.99с5 
enter the fray... unbeatable — £14.99dk | C64 £9.99cs 


stuff £14.99dk 

* ACE RATING 950 Possibly the best 
horizontally scrolling shoot 

VENDETTA ‘em up ever written. There's 

System 3 @C64 9995 everything inthis game any 

£12 99dk trigger happy chap could 


А great arcade adventure want: well animated sprites, 
that realy pushes the C64 || pretty backgrounds, lots of 
to its limits. You must fight speed, а bagful of weaponry 
your way past the terrorists for the taking, 

to defuse a bomb, and loadsabonuses, and plenty 
rescue the professor and ої challenge - What more 
his daughter. But while you could you want? 

are on the terrorists tals ||| ACE RATING 939 
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FOR SALE 


PC ENGINE pls 14" colour television 
and 2 Games» Space Harmer and. 
Drunken Master Al ку E3000no. Тө: 
0268 692004. 


PAL MEGADRIVE, 4 month cid 
boxed excelent cordon. 

(uararioed, 2 joysticks « 2 Games. 
{Ghouls and Ghosts and Space 
Hamer 2 F230o0o. To: 0762 342884. 
мө брт Ask for Micha 





PAL PC ENGINE, 4 games, R-Type 1, 
Type 2. Tala о! monster path, Space. 
Harrier Werth £380, Sel for £198. 
Miromeda version. Тө: 0222 

552406, 


SELLING ENGLISH AND HONG 
KONG Nintendea win 15 games and 
Japanese Convert for £380, Contact 
Bon on 515-8883. Aer om 


PC ENGINE, Pad, joystick, 7 ames 
Ine. Viglant, Space Harrier, A-Type 
ж. Worth £420. Sed £190. Bargain 
Tot 0700 544815. 


(сва, Ово Drive, Joystick £800 
Games, Mags, Cassatt boxed as 
‘ew, 4 топта о Є380опо Так 
2052670 afer 4pm. 


AMIGA 1000 2MB RAM Expansion 
а пен опо swt, to рол. 
Ед00оло Сай Marc O81 802.844 





AMSTRAD CPC Cassettes tor sale. 
Orginal al boxed пола Laser 
‘Squad, Midi Eth, Last Ninja 2. 
Operation Wall Te 0738 812128. 


(сва, меге, укіс. jojo, rest 
‘wich, £800 wort softwar, cost 
£1000, sef or E200. Tel Petron 
‘Nuneaton 0203-383940 


AMIGA 2nd Dak Drove Extra memory 
‘over £750 sofware and exras al lor 
опу £800, Tal: 0882-582177 (Andy) 
Weekends 


AMSTRAD 6128, Colour 5400». 
sofware Robocop, Two joysticks buit. 
in dac orive. СРМ worth £200, Se 
350 Cal 0376 518880. 


ATARI ST Over 60 games great es, 
Ор Wol Robocop, Speedball, Loads 
Mags, joystick Ex condition 0753. 
72086. Ask tor Dave £375. 


EXCELLERATOR PLLIS Disk Drive, 
Disk Box £80, 0 COM 64128 games 
£25, MKS Professional carriage £25 
‘everyting £100, те 0064 30888, 


AMIGA 82000 мо Drives, tno Works 
D. Pant, Various othr games, 
Commodore Mentor. VEC plus any 
len games. Contact Fred on 01773 
206 


AMIGA Orginas tor sale £8 each, 
эте to 17 Cuender Way, Hal, 
©роо. 


PC Engine, PAL System boxed wih 
Wonderboy, Drunken Master and 


Gunhead. Oniy 3 monins oia. 
EiSüono. Te 0235812812 


‘SPECTRUM Pus, muttace mouse. 
оуу and £700 of games £2500r0, 
Tat NKelsey 441 between 6 and 
10pm Buyer coleci 


COMMODORE 64/128 good condition 
Cassete recorder €500 of sofware. 
ув t2500no. Тө: 0989 63775 
ater бот 


COMMODORE 64 £350 software 
Data cassone. Music Keyboard 
sceleri conaton £1400n0. Тө: Ten. 
0883 712989 ater? 30pm 


ATARI S20STFM Six months э. 
тмету Powerpack games joystch 
‘mouse €300 of bored sofware £390 
"Te. Сой 0786 813006 (evenings! 


ATARI S2OSTPM. Powerpack «cir 
games Joystick + mouse Deis £300 
iss To raj 40 8600 ater Som. 


PC ENGINE. 10 games 2 and 5 
Player manager, Adaptors. 2 укса. 
wor £850 Sal fr £400. Te 0784 
15242! between 5.30-75m Pau. 


COMMODORE &4 perfect cancion 
over £100 worth of games + Ал 
package gong very cheap Tet Paul 
016303787 


2 MEGABLASTS External memory for 
Amiga 500. As пен ала packaged. 
Sunder waranty £260. Cat Jason 
on 0698 75782. 


ATARI STICAOFM wih mouse, 
рум and 20 games for £480 on 
551-8305 weekdays али 3 15 and 
ask or Ello 


ATARI S2OSTFM 1М9 Drive, М 
Manuals and mouse. £400 of 
sofware. Orly E280. Sofware 
negotiable. Ta: Michael on 807-6697 


PC games 9 Виа originals 
Üncidig: опса Back, Lurking 
Horor, Gurun, Robocop. Double 
Dragon. Worth over E200 мі sal ке 
£130 or E15 each separately. tei 087. 
511900. 


MEGADRIVE 4 Months od win 
joypad. Trunderorce 2. Ghous and 
Ghosts, Golden Axe. Super Shinobi 
Alex Kidd. Сов £299 oro. тег! 874- 
12178 Jack 


БЕСА MEGADRIVE (Ра). Boxed 
Works perecty. Mat Cordon. Aso 2 
Joyoads and Space Harner 2 кот! 
E235. Sel ки £160, Tei Q8792 648. 


AMIGA 500. 1/2 Mg upgrade, Second 
‘isk Drive, 2 joysticks; games, tal 
‘wort E2000 wil sel #700000. 

Ta 002 604907. 


1040 STEM 1M Ram 11b Deve. 
cyber paint V2 joysticks 48 games 
Мада demos эв пем E3500no. Tet 
Southend 523114 


Nintendo System 3 Gun ex condon. 
‘Sill boxed. 6 months old. £100. T 
оар 78832. Magazines included 


AMSTRAD PC 1512 tor sale £500, 
оло. Various bis - 50 bar aks + 
400 worth о sofware. Тө: 0703 
613388 


PENPALS 


ST and Amiga contacts wanted. 100% 
reply. Мите ю Dom. 20 Panstone 
Со» вола, Вед KAT вар. 


ATARI ST Contacts wanted worl. 
Ab pies answered. Мав Duncan 
РО Box 283 Werth, WA Алама. 
өм 


AMIGA CONTACTS warte. 
хәлде Wit о Warren PO Box 
377, Atorvite, NSW 2677, Austral. 


(өм РСа Compute contacts wanted 
2 ove the word о sri oko, 
et books and more! (100% теру) 
элү оле з сол, Wie 10 
Mohammad зала. PO Box 211733 
Amman. Jordan 


WANTED. IBM Contacts. 101% py! 
Send eks and киз to: Вал ат, 
Donenweg. 282, 8430 медаљама. 
Begun 


PC MSDOS Cortacs wanted tom at 
оли he жоба. 100% ropy Please 
sand latio Atonso Born, Ма. 
Savoa 15. 04100 Замыл tay 


AMIGA Contacts warted 100% reply 
‘Anyone welcome Send ws Сл 
85 reng Faig Av. Wongord 
Green, Essex 


AMIGA CONTACTS жага. 100% 
‘py, Send Diska эла tes о Max, 16 
Broadiori Cresent, Baines. Dubin 
16. velara. 


AMIGA Contact warted send tais о 
Kevin Lane, 66 Сули Ra. 
Brgewate. Somerset. 100% repy 
Guaranteed котту, 

Amiga contacts wanted 100% прі 
ТЕПСЕ 
Ca Aerum. Wits now 


OTHER 


anyone has ordered goods кот a 
‘company by he rame of Menton. 
Technical Servces, and have rot 


Аша мез. Tel- 0704 255466. 


Pease сола someone ach me row 
то use Атқа and tard Drive. Pay ES 
Ph Dagennam area Tet 01.984. 
0967. NO WASTERS 


SOFTWARE EXCHANGE Services 
AariengafPC Му computerised 
servos SAE tr ragesaton torm- 
SES 29 Nanton Cresent Goscester 
6153 780. 


CHEAT Disk issue 4 tor Amiga £3 50 
э send issue З Dak Pus £1.50: JS 
‘Sith, 45 Maplecrofic Cresent 
лето 59 ТОМ 


HELPLINE 


Heto needed Fight Sim, Two ard 
Pirates. Wiig к pay good pce 
Contact Ben Cruse on 024 1-420038. 
(For Man ST) 


BLOODWYCH MAPS - £5 Bloodwych 
Data mapa (5 SAE required state 
Gane! 96 Si Marys St Southampton. 
Soria 


HELP warted wah master Sound. 
Sampler on ST Contact Gary Ogden. 
в Berwin FG, Beacon Side Star, 
poem 


CAN anyone neip me win Росов! 
Director | seem to e dong wel unt 
leve of зму changes please пер 
уюлду а male money or 
‘changing sil wve of Payer to Nie! 
Thankyou. 


[DRAGON NINJA Cheat needed tor 
Атда. Help much appreciate 
Nu, 129 Sader Ra, Coventry CVE 
LU. Ти 0203 333214. 


DUNGEON MASTER hints and tos 
эретү reaured. Spels eic. Have got 
to Level бела 19 New arm Av, 
Bromay Көт S Barres. 


DESPERATE, to sat one Об. have 
‘over E200 worth of games, yate 
adds, gripen, a mouse and much 
‘rare tora wilng buyer. ква 
bargain at £ 150070. Тө: Melton 
Mowbray 64388 ats or Mathew 


Please can anyone out here helo me 
жет Speicaster or the Sega A Map 
would be much өте 
Pyramid secion Te 311802 or эте 
10 K gavey, 67 Woodlands Av, vine, 
Ayre, Scotand. 


Can anyone help me wih tps or 


saved game Dake sont wil be 
returned. 


PLEASE help wih Future Wars cart 
gel anywhere atr сойесы tne Bio 
haiange car. Төс 895141. ал. 
HELP mo pleas | desparately nood o 
зе my Sopa systm П has aight 
Блазе мо уран, 18698 үші 
Sind 12 games incising Туре, 
urun. Calton games and 
‘Bomber Рака. lh worth £400 wil 
so or £250. Tel Paul 0092-842514 


HELP MEI Pokos lor Platoon, Last 
Nina needed badly Wino to: ML. 
Say, Crosshal В, Eaton Ford, St 
Neots, Cambs, PENS ААА, 





AMIGA Contacts urgent needed. 
Werno 10: Greg, 195 OG Ра, 
Chester, Derbys. S40 ЗОН. Ано 
eed cheats tor ай games. 


HELP Iam а programmer СВМ 
Amiga bul | just cando Ine graphic, 
backgrounds, Spas it you can do 
Fgh quay graphics on Amiga өзі 
vi he W Аав аға (you с 
раб) Contact Agim, 8 Swanage 
Ra Smal Haat, Birmingham BIO 
965. 





HELP needed in Corvpton also, 
Amiga contacts wanted Тө: Mark 
042:2840120 or ийи to 22 Tudor 
Close, East Grinsoad, Wost Susser 


HELP бду appreciate any cues 
rts or maps и Twin Kingdom Valley 
э Pirate Adventuro. Please wt 

S Warwick. 2 Fusion St, Lee Mi, 
Bacup Lance. 


іно anyone who can төр me. 
лома Borrowed Time, and Maniac 
Mansion Please ють to Ел. 
Zonneveid, Zeeweg 32,1871 HG 
Yen, The Netherancs. Тө. 
Holand 02580-18877. 


HELP or Cheat wanted tor Amstrad 
POW version of head over heels, Aing 
-Jack on 0922 22808 ! you can Һар. 
FOR ер ол any Lucastin games. 
Zak McKracken. Mariac Mansion and 
inay, wrt to Gary Dolar, 75 
Racecourse Ба, теце Crk. Victori, 
Атаа 3431. (Penpals wanted 
around te wor) 054 286829. 


NOTICE! 
DO YOU WANT TO 
BE IN OUR 
READERS PAGE 


YES? THEN GO TO 


G.120 AND FILL 
IN THE ENTRY 


FORM AND € 
IT IN THE 
POST! 


TIC 











pink pages 


WINNERS 


that time of th CRAZY CAPTIONS 91 








Short 








Cuesta 


INVITATION TO TENDER 
FOR 


SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT 
CONTRACTS 


Systems Ltd would be pleased to receive. from 
interested individuals, firms and/or companies requests for 
further information in connection with Software Development 
Contracts which Elite is currently seeking to plac: 


Initially four development contracts are available for the 
conversion of vidco games to 8-bit home computer formats. 


и is 
completion 
successful 
considci 


anticipated that subject to thc satisfactory 
of one or more of the above contracts, following 
tender, further contracts will be available for 
tion. 


Further written information on available contracts can be 
obtained from: 


Peter Cook, Product Analyst 


Elite Systems Ltd 
Anchor House 
Anchor Road, 

Aldridge 
Walsall WS9 8PW 
West Midlands England 


S 


Tek: 0922 55852 
0922 743029 
336130 ELITE G 


Fax: 
Telex: 





CRAZY CAPTIONS #2 














up in 
т. He is drunk and һа 





SEEDY CDs 






naissance are: Andrew 





Lockwood, South 
Yorkshire; Steven Mudie, 
Eastleigh, Hants; and 
Knight, West 


Ani 
Sussex 








Impre 
Robert Mellor, West 
Yorkshire; Jamie Rogers, 
Cheshire; George Noble, 
Aberdeenshire; Steven 
Flood, Hants; David 
Dawson, Liverpool; Kris, 
Norfolk; Norman Driskell 
W.Yorks; David 
McCollum, N.Ireland: 
Scott Byrne-Fraser, 
Lancs; Mr.Neil Offiler 
Nottingham; Mr.J. Bevis, 
Hants; Mark Beck, East 
Grinstead, West Sussex; 
Nick Chew, Merseyside; 
Мер... Welsford, 
Northampton; Peter 
Nelson, Kent; Mr. G. 
Ogden, Stafford; David В. 
Richardson, Notts; Mike 
Sekowski, Nottingham. 
Jonathan Livingstone, 
Glasgow, Calum Lowrie, 
Scotland. 

















pink pages 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


My predictions for the TOP TITLE 
in next month's charts are as fob 


THE TOP GAME FOR THE SPEC 
TRUM WILL BE 


THE TOP GAME FOR THE C64 
WILL BE. 


THE TOP GAME FOR THE ATARI 
STWLL BE 








FORM 


Telephone Number: 


THE TOP GAME FOR THE AMIGA 


WILL BE. 








You can a JACKPOT 
ENTRY any ONE of the 
THE TOP GAME FOR THE (овоме categones and. 


AMSTRAD CI 


THE TOP GAME FOR THE PC WiLL 


BE 
ST GAMES. a 
AMIGA GAMES. a 
PC GAMES. a 
THE TOP COMPANY IN THE C64 GAMES. а 
STOCKMARKET (COMPANY аорти =. 
COUNTER) WIL BE STOCKMARKET (COMPANES) 2 
CPC GAM a 






9AM — 6PM 



















10DSDD 
20DSDD 
30DSDD 
40DSDD 
50DSDD 


KONIXSPEEDKING A/F. 
KONIXNAVIGATOR. 


COMPPRO5000 
QUICKSHOT II TURBO...... 


DELIVERY WITHII 
STOCK. RING FOR 
AVAILABILITY 








128 aov 


0784 48 
3524 


UNBRANDED BLANK 
DISCS | 


QUICKJOY SUPERBOARD 






7.50 
1400 
19.50 
24.00 
27.50 


ОУЗТІСК5 


9.99 
11.99 
18.50 
14.99 

8.99 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 
24hrs IF IN 








PCS WILL ВЕ you or the TOP FIVE 
ENTRES s 


for that category. 








кек month s charts 


My JACKPOT CATEGORY is lick 











9 RETALIATOR 





RAINBOW ISLANDS 16.50 
DAN DARE lll 1450 
WIPE OUT 1450 
NORTH AND SOUTH 1550 
хол 1450 
STUNT CAR RACER 16.50 
OPERATION 16.50 
THUNDERBOLT 
DRAGONS BREATH 18.50 18.50 
TV SPORTS BASKETBALL 1850 
HOUND OF SHADOW 1699 1699 
PRO TENNIS TOUR 1650 1650 

| FUTURE WARS 1650 16.50 

| KICKOFF2(END OF MAY) 1450 14.50 
THE UNTOUCHABLES 1650 14.50 
GHOULS + GHOSTS. 16.50 1450 
DRAKKHEN 18.50 18.50 
ІТ САМЕ FROM DESERT 1850 
ANTHEAD (DATA) 10.50 
SIM CITY 18.50 1850 
MIDWINTER 18.50 18.50 
CYBERBALL 13.99 13.99 
PLAYER MANAGER 14.50 14.50 





MUTANT SOFTWARE 
475 STAINES ROAD 


BEDFONT 01 
078448 MIDDX 890 
3524 TW14 BBL 3296 





THE ACE STOCKMARKET ENTRY 


My fve predicted top entries for 
my Jackpot Category are: 





MUTANT SOFTWARE 








WHAT YOU 
HAVE TO DO 


Enter your choice for 
next month's number 
one entry in each cate- 
gory on the form, You 
сал also choose to go 
lor the Jackpot by try 


ROUND 
EIGHT 


Post this form or s pho | 
tocopy to ACE Stock: 
market, Priory Court, 








30-32 Farringdon Lane, ing to predict the top 
IR 3AU. Closing date five entries in any one 
214 June 1990. category. 


AI correct entries 
wil be put into а draw 
and a random selec 

ton made to deter. 
тіпе a winner for each 





lor your 
machine wating for 
you if you win, ff any- 
ALL five 

entries for their Jack 





pot Category right, 





they win a JACKPOT 
PRIZE of £150 worth 
of software for their 
machine 

A photocopy of 


th 


orm (ог а neatly 
ostcard) is. 
acceptable 
























THURS FRI SAT 
7PM 01-890 3296 ТАМ 


HARDWARE + 
PERIPHERALS 


AMIGA 500 FLIGHT OF 





FANTASY 399.00 
SMEGONLY 69.99 
SMEG WITHCLOCK 74.99 
RF302CDISKORIVE 6999 
PHILIPSCOLOURMONITOR....269.00 


SPECIAL MUTANT PACKS 
PRO TENNIS TOUR 
FUTURE WARS 
F29RETALIATOR 
CYBERBALL 

RAINBOW ISLANDS 
WIPEOUT 

KICK OFF 

PLAYER MANAGER 
XTRATIME 
CHRONOQUEST II 
MIDWINTER, 
MANCHESTERUTD. 

TV SPORTS BASKETBALL 
CHASE НО 
PIPEMANIA 


4999 


4499 


3499 


52.50 


49.99 














CHEQUES - PO MAKE 
PAYABLE TO MUTANT 
SOFTWARE. ACCESS AND VISA 
AVAILABLE BY PHONE. 
























 ——————— ——^ 








HOW TO PLACE YOUR ENTRY 


All you have to do is send off the form below, together with your payment; 
Entries to the Pink Pages cost just £4.00 each. (Except for helpline which is free). 
* The maximum is 20 words except for Helpline. (Helpline entries can be extended to 
100 words max — use another sheet of paper if necessary). 


* The service is NOT open to trade advertisers. 


* We will print your advertisement in the first available issue. 
* Entries which could be interpreted as encouraging software piracy will not be accepted. 





























| ENTRY FORM 


{POST ТО: ACE Readers Раде, Category of entry: Write your Advertisement here, one word per box. 
!Етар B+CP, Priory Court, Include your name, address and phone number if 
130-32 Farringdon Lane, О Helpline For Sale you want them printed. 
London ЕСІН ЗАО. C Wanted Pen Pals 
Н [0 User Groups Other 
{Please place my ad in the | 
inext available issue of ACE. Method of Payment 
O Cheque ПРО | 


Please make cheques and 
postal orders payable to 


ACE MAGAZINE. 

















CONSOLE * 


UEST 


Tel : (0424)718961 
Office hours : 10am-1pm 2-9pm Mon-Fri 
CONSOLE DREAMER - THE BEST GAMES ARE ШЕКЕ TO WAKE YOU UP 


or enjoyment ofthe very latest consoles with 
ou the һем service we can. Pease try us 


We, at Console Quest, would like 
you, BUT that is not all, we prom 










We supply the games and machin 
MEGADRIVE & MASTER SY 





GAMEBOY PC ENGINE MEGADRIVE MASTER 
TETRIS POWERDRIFT SUPER MONACO DYNAMITE DUX 
BATMAN PSCHO FOX Dı KID. ENDURO RACER 
SUPER MARIO — PCKID PHANLSTAR2 BOMBER RAID 
FOOTBALL NZSTORY GOLDEN АЖЕ GHOSTBUSTERS 
BUGS BUNNY SHINOBI RAMBO 3 vs 

DRE +46 MORE DRE +56 MORE 





We stock machines, joypads, 3D specs, SEGA К Bit connectors, 2 player leads - ALL at 


reasonable prices. 


We have the ATARI LYNX with a FREE game and mains lead adaptor. The other games in 
are: CHIPS CHALLENGE, GATES OF ZENDOCON, BLUE LIGHTNING & 
ELECTROCOP. 


At Console Quest we 


MEGADRIVE owners 


jave a game EXCHANGE system for PC ENGINE & 
e ring for full details. 





We are hereto help you obtain the maximum pleasure from your machine. At Console 
Quest, we play them too, you know! 


CONSOLE QUEST, Р.О.ВОХ 115, HASTINGS, EAST 


кч SUSSEX. TN34 2TT 

















TEL TEL 





P eg - 
0782 213993 0782 712579 

Ca пеј БРМ.7.30РМ) (AM-5,30PM 

MAIL ORDER :. (ОР 

PC ENGINE SUPPLIES, CONSOLE CONCEP 

2238 WATERLOO ROAD. THE VILLAGE 

COBRIDGE SOT NEWCASTLE U TYNE 

STAFFS STAFFS 

S16 2HS 516108 





NEO GEO Console - scart only £425.00 
GAMES 

MAGIC LOAD £230.00 

BASE BALL £230.00 

VIETNAM 1975 £230.00 


Also suppliers of Sega Megadrive, PC Engines. 
Specialists in Consoles for over 12 months. 


Same day despatch on all access and Visa telephone orders. 
We pride ourselves in а fast and reliable service, why not check us out. New 
Tiles arriving all the time 











CD-I - Too little, 


too late? 


ћир5 recently held a product launch for 
p CDH in the UK, giving details of soft 

ware, release schedules, and approx 
mate prices. You can check out the details in this 
month's Pink Pages (page 103) 

The editor swears that the placing of the СО 
article at the back of the magazine and the prom 
nent position of the piece on the Amiga СОТУ at 
the front was due solely to the timing of the 
arrival of the two articles. That may be so, but it 
strikes Bitter as being rather prophetic 

The fact is that, if Commodore lve up to their 
claim of delivering a full motion video adaptor for 
the СОТУ, CDI is going to look very sick indeed. 
The СОТУ can draw upon the existing base of 
Amiga software. There are dozens of program- 
ming houses around the world with Amiga exper 
tise, Developments systems are cheap. And the 
CD-TV is promised for this Christmas. 

CDH, on the other hand, is likely to have very 
few titles available at launch. Development sys 
tems cost a fortune. Comparatively few program- 
mers have the 059 experience necessary to pro- 
gram it land even fewer combine that expertise 
with knowledge of games programming). The 
hardware spec, on the computing side, is not as 
exciting as the Amiga - particularly where graph 
ics are concerned. And СО is not due to arrive 
until year after СОТУ. 

These cant be entirely pleasant pils for 
Philips to swallow right now. Even more alarming 
is the rumour that Sanyo have badged the СОЛУ 
for distribution in Japan, attacking а market that 
Phiips = via their Sony connections - might have 
liked to keep to themselves. If this rumour is true, 
the path for СОЧ looks even rockier 

Ironically, its Philips and Sony who have cre- 
ated this opportunity for Commodore, by generat 
ing an awareness of the potential of multimedia 
and its entertainment applications. The industry is 
alve with CD activity - ranging from the FM 
Towns to the PC Engine CD-ROM - and СОЧ was 
going to бе all the threads together. It looks now 
as if it may be Commodore who wil be tightening 
the knot. If they don't mess it up, they may pull 
off the biggest coup in electronic entertainment 
since Sir Cive launched the Spectrum. And 
Philips may end up taking a very cold bath. 


Ів software getting better? The ACE Stockmarket 
results certainly seem to suggest that this is the 
case. | took rather a lot of persuading that the 
Stockmarket was anything other than а load of 
incomprehensible figures, but Im beginning to 
get the hang of it, and it's the Software Index that 
intrigues me most of all. Basically, this gives you 
the average mark received by ALL games 





130 Advanced Computer Entertainment 


reviewed by ALL magazines (or as many as the 
compilers can get their hands on) each month 
And each month, the Index figure has been rising. 
Мом, either this means that the games are 
getting better, or the reviewers are getting kinder. 
Bitter thinks that a process of natural selection is 
at work here. Magazines get inundated with prod- 
uct every month, but there is far more going on in 
the market these days than just games. As more 
and more pages get devoted to console news, 
СО news, graphics, and music, there's less and 
less left for straight game reviews. Consequently, 
more and more games head for the office waste- 
paper basket if they cant cut the crumpet 
Result fewer hostile reviews and higher software. 
index 
Finally, Blitter is intrigued that Kick Off 2 (pre 
Viewed in this issue of ACE, but not rated) should 
have scored so well in the Stockmarket this 
month. Other magazines must have rave 
reviewed and rated it, which is strange because 
the game is stil not finished. 
© Biit Bit! 


CAPTION 
COMPO WINNERS 


We were inuodated with entries tor this ighthear 
ed ме caption compo. Among the suggestions 
sent in by Mr B Short ot Dover were He loves me 
SPACE, he loves me not RETURN, the obscure 
You're nothing Ike your father’, and the relevant 
‘So ПІ use my Awayday Blue Saver Weekend 
Return traveling afier Зат on Any Tuesday dur- 
ing Easter and save enough money for my ACE 
subscription.’ In the end, however, we plumped for 
"Have you got a light Mac? No, but Ive got а dark 
brown Apricot 

Then there was the matter о! the black 
‘square on page 10, which Mr Short —in rather 
bad taste - suggested might be Stevie Wonders 
latest painting. The answer, of course, was - as 
David Cuesta of London pointed out — а close-up. 
of a man dressed up as a black bin iner. £25 of 
software to each of the winners. 











Ooops! 
‘Anal This month we've surpassed ourselves 
‘and managed to catch the Oops! in THIS 


details for both games: 
is out on the Amiga and ST 
at £29.99 with a PC version. The 
Third Courier is out on PC, ST, and Amiga at 
£24.99, 











responsive 
телап} 
|. | 


TAR ITHE WORLD! 
TAKE ON THE WORLD! 


ealisticaliyirlowing animations 
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